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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

1: Introduction

This is a book about people, not technology. Sure, there’s a lot of technology in the pages to follow, but if you boil it all down to its
core, its essence, you’ll find people trying to extend a noble and grounded craft into a new and unpredictable landscape. And it’s
the people who matter, not the latest software or Web site. If the people in this equation learn how make technology work for them,
the rest is just details.

As journalists, we need to change our practices to adapt, but not our values. We’re like sailors in the English proverb I chose for the
title to this introduction: No amount of wishing for a return to smooth seas will calm the water around us.

To carry the sailing metaphor even further: It’s time to tack. It’s time to turn the bow of our ship and make the wind in this new sea
work for us, not against us.

We’ll use the best practices of other working journalists to point the way. We’ll draw from the groundbreaking and innovative work
being done at newspapers, radio and television stations and Web sites around the U.S. We can learn from their experiences.

As Benjamin Franklin famously said, “When you’re finished changing, you’re finished.”

1.1: The future is now
1.2: You can do this

This page titled 1: Introduction is shared under a CC BY-ND 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Mark Briggs via source
content that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.
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