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1.1: Introduction

System

State

The concept of levels of analysis in International Relations (IR) serves as a crucial framework for understanding the complex
causes of international events and the behaviors of states and other actors on the global stage. By breaking down the causes into
different levels—individual, state, and system—scholars and practitioners can gain a more nuanced understanding of how various
factors interact to shape international outcomes. These levels offer distinct yet interrelated perspectives, each highlighting different
dimensions of international relations.
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1.2: The Individual Level- Leaders and Decision-Makers

At the individual level of analysis, the focus is on the personal characteristics, perceptions, decisions, and actions of key leaders
and decision-makers. This level posits that the behavior of states can often be traced back to the beliefs, biases, and psychological
factors influencing individual leaders.

o Leaders’ Perceptions and Beliefs: Individual leaders' perceptions of other states' intentions and capabilities, whether accurate
or flawed, significantly influence their decisions. For example, a leader who perceives a rival state as a threat might be more
inclined to adopt aggressive policies, such as military intervention or economic sanctions, to counter perceived dangers.

o Decision-Making Biases: Psychological biases, such as overconfidence, fear, or risk aversion, can profoundly impact decision-
making processes. These biases often lead to miscalculations or actions that may not align with a state's broader strategic
interests. Leaders might make decisions based on incomplete or biased information, leading to outcomes that escalate conflicts
or destabilize international relations.

+ Representative Theories: Theories like prospect theory and image theory explore how individual cognitive processes and
personal experiences influence international relations. Prospect theory, for example, suggests that leaders are more likely to take
risks to avoid losses than to achieve gains, which can lead to more aggressive or defensive strategies.

The individual level of analysis emphasizes the importance of understanding the personal motivations and psychological makeup of
leaders, as these factors can directly shape the trajectory of international events.
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1.3: The State Level- Domestic Politics and National Interests

The state level of analysis shifts the focus to the internal characteristics of states, such as their political institutions, economic
systems, and domestic politics. This level examines how these internal factors influence a state's behavior on the international

stage.

o Political Institutions and Regime Types: The nature of a state's political institutions and regime type, including whether it is a
democracy to an autocracy, significantly influences its foreign policy decisions. Democracies, for instance, are often
constrained by public opinion and the need to maintain electoral support, which can lead to more cautious or cooperative
foreign policies. In contrast, autocracies, which are less accountable to the public, may pursue more aggressive or unilateral
policies.

o Domestic Interest Groups and Bureaucracies: Within a state, various interest groups, bureaucratic organizations, and public
opinion can shape foreign policy decisions. For example, powerful industrial lobbies might push for policies that favor
international trade agreements, while military organizations might advocate for increased defense spending or interventionist
policies. The bureaucratic politics model suggests that foreign policy decisions are often the result of bargaining among
different agencies, each with its own interests and perspectives.

The state level of analysis underscores the importance of domestic political structures and processes in shaping how states interact
with each other on the global stage. It highlights how internal factors can either constrain or empower a state’s ability to pursue its
international objectives.
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1.4: The System Level- Anarchy and Power Dynamics

The international system level of analysis looks at the broad, structural factors that influence state behavior. This level considers the
global environment in which states operate, focusing on the distribution of power, the presence of international institutions, and the
norms that govern state interactions.

¢ Anarchy and the Security Dilemma: The international system is characterized by anarchy, meaning there is no overarching
authority above states. This lack of a central governing body creates a self-help system where states must rely on their own
capabilities for survival. Anarchy leads to the security dilemma, where one state’s efforts to enhance its security (e.g., by
building up its military) are perceived as threats by other states, prompting them to also increase their security measures. This
dynamic often results in an arms race or heightened tensions, even if none of the states involved originally intended to provoke
conflict.

o Power Distribution and Balance of Power: The distribution of power within the international system—whether unipolar,
bipolar, or multipolar—greatly influences global stability and the likelihood of conflict. In a unipolar system, where one state
holds dominant power, there is often greater stability, as no other state can effectively challenge the hegemon. In a bipolar
system, like during the Cold War, two superpowers dominate, leading to a balance of power that can either stabilize or
exacerbate tensions. Multipolar systems, where power is distributed among several states, are often seen as the most unstable,
as shifting alliances and rivalries can lead to frequent conflicts.

o Intergovernmental Institutions and Norms: Intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), such as the United Nations, and norms,
such as sovereignty and non-aggression, play significant roles in facilitating cooperation between states and mitigating the
effects of anarchy. These institutions provide platforms for negotiation, conflict resolution, and the establishment of
international laws and agreements. However, their effectiveness often depends on the willingness of states to adhere to these
norms and the ability of the institutions to enforce them. Non-governmental organizations (NGOs). NGOs are made up of
private citizens. NGOs do not enter into treaties or other international agreements.

¢ Representative Theories: Neorealism and world systems theory are key frameworks that explore the influence of systemic
factors on state behavior. Neorealism, for instance, argues that the anarchic structure of the international system compels states
to prioritize security and power above all else. World systems theory, on the other hand, examines the global economic system,
highlighting the stratification between core, semi-peripheral, and peripheral states and how this hierarchy influences
international relations.

The international system level of analysis provides a macro perspective, highlighting the influence of global structures and
processes on the behavior of states. It emphasizes how the anarchic nature of the international system and the distribution of power
among states create opportunities and constraints that shape state behavior.
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1.5: The Interplay of Different Levels of Analysis

While each level of analysis offers valuable insights into international relations, they are not mutually exclusive. In reality, these
levels often interact in complex ways to shape international outcomes. For example, a leader’s personal beliefs (individual level)
might influence how they perceive and react to international norms (system level), while domestic political pressures (state level)
might constrain their ability to act on these perceptions.

o Multi-Level Interactions: International events are rarely the result of factors at a single level of analysis. Instead, they often
emerge from the interaction of factors at multiple levels. For instance, the Cuban Missile Crisis can be understood through the
lens of all three levels: the individual level (the decisions and perceptions of leaders like John F. Kennedy and Nikita
Khrushchev), the state level (the domestic political pressures within the U.S. and the Soviet Union), and the system level (the
broader Cold War context and the balance of power between the two superpowers).

o Debates on the Dominance of Levels: Scholars have long debated whether one level of analysis is more important than others
in explaining international outcomes. Some argue that systemic factors ultimately dictate state behavior, as states are
constrained by the anarchic structure of the international system and the distribution of power. Others emphasize the critical role
of individual leaders or domestic politics, arguing that these factors often have a decisive impact on foreign policy decisions.
However, most scholars agree that a comprehensive understanding of international relations requires an integrated approach that
considers multiple levels of analysis.

o Case Studies and Application: Applying the levels of analysis framework to specific case studies can provide deeper insights
into international events. For example, the decision of the United States to invade Iraq in 2003 can be analyzed at all three
levels: the individual level (the beliefs and motivations of George W. Bush and his advisors), the state level (domestic political
pressures and the influence of interest groups), and the system level (the post-9/11 international security environment and the
distribution of power in the Middle East).

The interplay of different levels of analysis underscores the complexity of international relations. By considering multiple levels,
scholars and practitioners can develop a more nuanced understanding of global events and the various factors that drive state
behavior.
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1.6: Conclusion

Conclusion

The concept of levels of analysis in International Relations is a fundamental tool for understanding the complexities of global
politics. By categorizing the causes of international events into individual, state, and system levels, scholars can gain a more
comprehensive understanding of the factors that shape state behavior and international outcomes. Each level of analysis offers
unique insights, but they are most powerful when used in combination to provide a holistic view of the dynamics that drive
international relations.

The individual level highlights the importance of leaders’ perceptions, biases, and decisions. The state level emphasizes the role of
domestic politics, political institutions, and regime types. The system level focuses on the broader structural factors, such as
anarchy, power distribution, and international institutions. Together, these levels of analysis provide a multi-dimensional
framework for understanding the complex interactions that define the international system.

As scholars continue to study international relations, the levels of analysis framework will remain an essential tool for dissecting
the myriad factors that influence global events. By integrating insights from all three levels, we can develop a deeper understanding
of the forces that shape our world and the interactions between states that define the global order.

Vocabulary
1. Anarchy: A concept in International Relations describing the lack of a central governing authority in the international system,
leading to a self-help environment where states prioritize their own security.
2. Authoritarian: A regime characterized by centralized power in a single authority or a small group, with limited political
freedoms and often relying on coercion to maintain control.
3. Balance of Power: A concept in International Relations where power is distributed among several states to prevent any one state
from dominating the others, thereby maintaining stability in the international system.
4. Bipolar: A power structure in the international system where two dominant states or coalitions of states hold significant power,
often leading to competition and rivalry, as seen during the Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union.
5. Bureaucratic Organizations: The various agencies and departments within a state that influence foreign policy decisions through
their specialized knowledge and interests. They often engage in internal bargaining to shape the state's international behavior.
6. Communism: A political and economic ideology advocating for a classless society where the means of production are owned
collectively, often implemented through a one-party state controlling political and economic structures.
7. Constitutional Monarchy: A political system in which a monarch acts as the ceremonial head of state within the framework of a
constitution, with governance carried out by elected officials or a parliamentary system.
8. Democracy: A system of government where power is vested in the people, typically exercised through elected representatives,
ensuring political participation, individual rights, and rule of law.
9. Foreign Policy: A state's strategy in dealing with other nations, reflecting the state's goals and the methods used to achieve them
in the international arena.
10. Individual Level: The level of analysis that focuses on the personal characteristics, decisions, and actions of key leaders and
decision-makers, and how these factors influence state behavior.
11. Interest Groups: Organized groups within a state that seek to influence public policy, including foreign policy, to reflect their
specific interests and agendas.
12. International System Level: The level of analysis that considers the broad structural factors in the global environment, including
the distribution of power, international norms, and the anarchic nature of the international system.
13. Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs): Institutions composed of multiple states that work together within a specific set of
rules to address common international issues.
14. Levels of Analysis: Frameworks used in International Relations to categorize the different factors influencing global events,
divided into the individual, state, and international system levels.
15. Multipolar: A power structure in the international system where multiple states hold significant power, often leading to a more
complex and potentially unstable balance of power.
16. Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs): Independent organizations that operate outside of government control, often
focusing on social, humanitarian, or environmental issues. NGOs can influence international relations through advocacy, service
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provision, and policy recommendations.

17. Political Institutions: Structures and systems within a state, such as legislatures, executives, and judiciaries, that shape the
creation and implementation of public policy, including foreign policy.

18. Public Opinion: The collective preferences and attitudes of the population within a state, which can influence government
decisions, including those related to foreign policy.

19. Regime Type: The form or system of government in a state, such as democracy, autocracy, or dictatorship, which influences its
foreign policy behavior.

20. Security Dilemma: A situation where one state's efforts to increase its security lead other states to feel threatened, often
resulting in an arms race or increased tensions.

21. Self-Help: The principle that states must rely on their own resources and strategies for survival in an anarchic international
system.

22. Sovereignty: The principle that states have the authority to govern themselves without external interference.

23. State Level: The level of analysis that examines the internal characteristics of states, such as political institutions, domestic
politics, and national interests, and how these influence foreign policy.

24. Unipolar: A power structure in the international system where a single state holds predominant power, often leading to a period
of stability or dominance by that state.

Additional Resources
Dessler, David. 1989. “What’s at Stake in the Agent-Structure Debate?” International Organization. Vol 43, No. 3: 441-473.
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2.1: Introduction

The academic discipline of International Relations (IR) emerged in response to the need for a systematic study of global
interactions, especially in the wake of significant historical events that reshaped the world order. A key historical milestone that laid
the groundwork for the modern state system and, consequently, the study of IR was the Treaty of Westphalia. This treaty, along
with subsequent developments, played a pivotal role in shaping the principles that continue to guide international relations today.
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2.2: The Treaty of Westphalia- A Foundation for the Modern State System

The Treaty of Westphalia, signed in 1648, marked the end of the Thirty Years' War in Europe, one of the most destructive conflicts
on the continent. This treaty is often regarded as the foundation of the modern international system because it established key
principles that continue to influence the way states interact.

o Sovereignty and Territorial Integrity: One of the most significant outcomes of the Treaty of Westphalia was the recognition
of state sovereignty. The treaty established the principle that each state had the authority to govern its own territory without
external interference. This concept of territorial integrity became a cornerstone of international law and remains fundamental to
the structure of international relations today.

o The Birth of the Nation-State: The Treaty of Westphalia is also credited with the formalization of the nation-state as the
primary unit of political organization. Before the treaty, political authority in Europe was often fragmented, with overlapping
claims of power by the church, monarchies, and local lords. The treaty helped to solidify the notion that the state, defined by
clear territorial boundaries, was the central actor in international politics.

o Impact on Diplomacy: The treaty laid the groundwork for modern diplomacy by establishing the idea that states should
interact with one another as equal sovereign entities. This principle of equality among states, regardless of size or power, has
become a key element of international diplomatic practice.

The Treaty of Westphalia's significance cannot be overstated. It marked a shift from a world where empires, religions, and personal
unions dominated to a system of sovereign states that recognize each other's autonomy. This new order set the stage for the
development of international relations as a distinct field of study, as scholars sought to understand the dynamics of this emerging

system of states.
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2.3: Post-World War |- The Birth of International Relations

The formal establishment of International Relations as an academic discipline can be traced back to the aftermath of World War 1.
The unprecedented scale of destruction and the loss of life during the war spurred a global movement to understand the causes of
such conflicts and to prevent their recurrence. This period marked the beginning of IR as scholars and policymakers alike sought to

create a more stable and peaceful international order.

o The Establishment of the League of Nations: One of the most significant outcomes of World War I was the creation of the
League of Nations in 1919. This international organization was established with the aim of maintaining peace and preventing
future conflicts through collective security and diplomacy. The League represented an early attempt to institutionalize
international cooperation and was a key focus for early IR scholars who studied its structure, functions, and challenges.It should
be noted that the US did not join the League of Nations.

o Founding of Academic Institutions: The post-war period also saw the establishment of academic institutions dedicated to the
study of International Relations. The first IR department was founded in 1919 at the University of Wales, Aberystwyth, funded
by a donation from industrialist David Davies. This marked the beginning of formalized IR education, which quickly spread to
other universities, particularly in the United Kingdom and the United States.
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2.4: Interwar Period- Expansion and Challenges

During the interwar period, the study of International Relations expanded significantly. However, the discipline faced numerous
challenges, including skepticism about the effectiveness of international institutions and the rise of authoritarian regimes that
threatened global stability.

¢ Rise of Academic Journals and Publications: The interwar years saw the emergence of academic journals and publications
dedicated to the study of IR. These platforms provided a space for scholars to debate and discuss the pressing issues of the day,
including the effectiveness of the League of Nations, the role of diplomacy, and the impact of economic policies on
international stability.

¢ Global Conferences and Diplomatic Efforts: In an effort to prevent another world war, various global conferences were held
during the interwar period, focusing on disarmament, economic cooperation, and conflict resolution. These conferences,
although not always successful, were significant in shaping the direction of IR studies, as scholars analyzed their outcomes and
the broader implications for international peace.

¢ Challenges to International Cooperation: Despite the efforts to maintain peace, the rise of fascism, militarism, and economic
instability in the 1930s posed significant challenges to international cooperation. The failure of the League of Nations to prevent
the aggression of Axis powers led to increased criticism and a re-evaluation of the principles guiding international relations at
the time.
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2.5: Post-World War II- Institutionalization and Growth

The end of World War II marked a turning point in the development of International Relations as a discipline. The horrors of the
war and the subsequent restructuring of the global order led to the institutionalization of IR studies and a significant expansion in

both its academic scope and practical applications.

¢ Creation of the United Nations: In 1945, the United Nations (UN) was established as a successor to the League of Nations,
with the goal of preventing another global conflict. The UN's formation was a key moment in the history of IR, as it provided a
more robust framework for international cooperation and became a central focus of study for IR scholars.

o Cold War Era: The geopolitical tensions of the Cold War had a profound impact on the study of International Relations. The
division of the world into opposing blocs led to an increased focus on security studies, diplomacy, and the impact of nuclear
weapons. During this period, IR became more institutionalized in universities, with new departments and research centers being
established around the world.

o Expansion of Academic Programs: In the post-war period, IR academic programs proliferated, particularly in the United
States and Europe. Universities established dedicated departments and institutes for the study of IR, reflecting the growing
importance of the discipline in understanding global affairs. The expansion of academic programs also led to the development
of specialized areas of study within IR, such as international law, international organizations, and global governance.
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2.6: Late 20th Century- Diversification and Globalization

As the 20th century progressed, the discipline of International Relations continued to diversify, responding to the changing
dynamics of global politics, the rise of new actors, and the increasing complexity of international issues.

o Emergence of New Global Issues: The late 20th century saw the rise of new global challenges, including environmental
degradation, human rights, and economic globalization. These issues broadened the scope of IR, leading scholars to explore
how non-state actors, such as multinational corporations, non-governmental organizations, and terrorism influence international
relations.

o End of the Cold War: The collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War in 1991 were pivotal events that reshaped
the global order and had a significant impact on the study of IR. The transition from a bipolar world to a more multipolar
international system prompted a rethinking of many of the assumptions that had guided the discipline during the Cold War era.

¢ Growth of Interdisciplinary Approaches: The increasing complexity of global issues led to the growth of interdisciplinary
approaches within IR. Scholars began to incorporate insights from economics, sociology, environmental science, and other
fields to better understand the multifaceted nature of international relations. This shift reflected the recognition that global
issues often intersect with domestic politics, economics, and social dynamics.
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2.7: 21st Century- Challenges and Innovations

In the 21st century, the field of International Relations continues to evolve, driven by new challenges, technological advancements,
and the changing landscape of global power.

¢ Globalization and its Discontents: The rapid pace of globalization has brought both opportunities and challenges to the
international system. Issues such as global trade, migration, and transnational terrorism have become central to the study of IR,
as scholars seek to understand the implications of an increasingly interconnected world.

o Impact of Technology: The rise of digital technologies and the internet has transformed the way states interact and how power
is exercised on the global stage. Cybersecurity, information warfare, and the role of social media in international relations are
now critical areas of study within the discipline.

o Shift in Global Power: The 21st century has also seen shifts in global power, with the rise of countries like China and India
challenging the traditional dominance of Western powers. This shift has prompted a reevaluation of global governance
structures and the role of emerging powers in shaping the future of international relations.

o Focus on Global Governance and Multilateralism: As global challenges become more complex, there has been a growing
emphasis on the need for effective global governance and multilateral cooperation. The role of international institutions, such as
the United Nations, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization, continues to be a key focus of IR studies as scholars
examine their effectiveness in addressing global issues.
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2.8: Conclusion

Conclusion

The discipline of International Relations has undergone significant transformations since its inception in the early 20th century.
From its origins in the aftermath of the Treaty of Westphalia and World War I to its current focus on globalization, technology, and
shifting power dynamics, IR has continually adapted to the changing realities of the international system. As the world continues to
evolve, the study of IR will remain essential for understanding the complexities of global politics and for developing strategies to
address the challenges of the 21st century and beyond.

Vocabulary

1. Cybersecurity: The protection of internet-connected systems, including hardware, software, and data, from cyberattacks. In
International Relations, cybersecurity is increasingly important due to the rise of information warfare and the need to protect
national and global digital infrastructures.

2. Digital Technologies: Tools and systems that generate, store, or process data electronically. In the context of International
Relations, digital technologies include the internet, social media platforms, and other online communication tools that have
transformed state interactions, diplomacy, and the exercise of power on the global stage. These technologies have also
introduced new challenges, such as cybersecurity threats and information warfare, making them critical areas of study within
the discipline.

3. Diplomacy: The practice of conducting negotiations and managing relationships between states. Diplomacy is a key tool in
maintaining international peace and resolving conflicts.

4. Disarmament: The reduction or withdrawal of military forces and weapons. Disarmament efforts, particularly after major
conflicts, are aimed at promoting global security and reducing the likelihood of future wars.

5. Economic Instability: A condition where an economy experiences significant fluctuations in growth, unemployment, inflation,
and other key economic indicators, which can lead to political unrest and affect international relations.

6. Fascism: A far-right political ideology characterized by dictatorial power, extreme nationalism, and suppression of opposition.
The rise of fascist regimes in the 20th century posed significant challenges to international peace and stability.

7. Globalization: The process of increased interconnectedness and interdependence among countries, particularly in terms of trade,
culture, and communication. Globalization has brought both opportunities and challenges to international relations.

8. League of Nations: An international organization established after World War I to promote peace and cooperation among
countries. It was the precursor to the United Nations but was ultimately unable to prevent the outbreak of World War II.

9. Migration: The movement of people from one place to another, often across borders, for reasons such as economic opportunity,
conflict, or environmental changes. Migration is a significant issue in international relations, affecting policy and global
security.

10. Militarism: The belief or desire of a government or people that a country should maintain a strong military capability and be
prepared to use it aggressively to defend or promote national interests.

11. Multilateralism: The practice of multiple countries working together on a given issue, typically within the framework of
international institutions. Multilateralism is a key aspect of modern international relations, especially in addressing global
challenges.

12. Multinational Corporations (MNCs): Large companies that operate in multiple countries. These entities have a significant
impact on global trade, economics, and sometimes even political decisions in the countries where they operate.

13. Non-State Actors: Entities that influence international relations but are not affiliated with any particular state, including
organizations such as multinational corporations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and terrorist groups.

14. Study of International Relations: The academic discipline that examines the interactions between states, international
organizations, and non-state actors on a global scale, focusing on issues such as conflict, cooperation, and the impacts of global
processes.

15. Terrorism: The use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, to achieve political aims. Terrorism is a significant
challenge in international relations, requiring coordinated global responses.

16. Territorial Integrity: The principle that a state's borders are inviolable and that its territory should not be altered or infringed

upon by other states. This concept is central to the international system established by the Treaty of Westphalia.
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17. Treaty of Westphalia: A series of peace treaties signed in 1648 that ended the Thirty Years' War in Europe and established the
principles of state sovereignty and territorial integrity, laying the foundation for the modern international system.

18. United Nations: An international organization founded in 1945 to promote peace, security, and cooperation among states. It
succeeded the League of Nations and plays a central role in contemporary international relations.

19. World Bank: An international financial institution that provides loans and grants to the governments of poorer countries for the
purpose of pursuing capital projects. It is a key player in global economic development and poverty reduction efforts.

20. World Trade Organization (WTO): An international organization that regulates trade between nations. The WTO provides a
framework for negotiating trade agreements and a dispute resolution process aimed at enforcing participants' adherence to trade
agreements.
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3.1: Introduction

Realism is one of the oldest and most influential theories in the field of International Relations (IR), offering a lens through which
to understand the behavior of states in an anarchic global system. Rooted in a pragmatic approach to international politics, realism
emphasizes the role of power, national interest, and the competitive nature of international interactions. This chapter explores the
foundational principles of realism, its key thinkers, and its relevance to contemporary global issues.
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3.2: Core Principles of Realism
Realism is built on several key assumptions about the nature of the international system and the behavior of states within it:

o Anarchy in the International System: Realists argue that the international system is inherently anarchic, meaning there is no
overarching authority to enforce rules or norms. This lack of a global governing body creates a self-help system where states
must rely on their own resources and strategies to ensure their survival. The absence of a central authority leads to a world
where conflict is always a possibility, and cooperation is difficult to achieve and sustain.

o The State as the Primary Actor: According to realism, states are the principal actors in international relations. While other
entities, such as international organizations or non-state actors, may play roles, their influence is limited compared to that of
sovereign states. The actions of states are driven by their pursuit of power and security in a competitive international
environment.

o Pursuit of Power and Security: Realists believe that the primary goal of every state is to ensure its own survival by
maximizing its power relative to other states. Power is often viewed in terms of military capabilities, economic strength, and
political influence. In this zero-sum game, one state's gain is often seen as another state's loss, leading to constant competition
and the potential for conflict.

o National Interest Over Ideals: Realists are often skeptical of the role of ideology, morality, or international norms in shaping
state behavior. Instead, they argue that states act primarily in their own national interest, which is defined by the need to
maintain and enhance their power and security. This pragmatic approach leads realists to prioritize the interests of the state over
ethical considerations or global cooperation.
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3.3: Historical Foundations of Realism

The roots of realism can be traced back to ancient political thought and historical writings. Key figures such as Thucydides, Niccolo
Machiavelli, and Thomas Hobbes have profoundly influenced the development of realist theory.

¢ Thucydides: Often regarded as the father of realism, Thucydides was an ancient Greek historian who chronicled the
Peloponnesian War. His work emphasized the inevitability of conflict in a world driven by the pursuit of power and the security
dilemmas faced by states, particularly in "The Melian Dialogue." Thucydides' insights into the nature of power and human
behavior have been foundational to realist thought.

¢ Niccolo Machiavelli: A Renaissance political theorist, Machiavelli is best known for his work The Prince, which offered
pragmatic advice to rulers on how to maintain power and security. Machiavelli argued that leaders must be willing to use
deception, manipulation, and force when necessary to protect the state, a perspective that aligns with the realist emphasis on
power and self-interest.

o Thomas Hobbes: Hobbes' concept of the "state of nature," described in his work Leviathan, presents a grim view of human
existence without a central authority, where life is "nasty, brutish, and short." This idea resonates with the realist portrayal of the
international system as anarchic, where states, like individuals in the state of nature, must fend for themselves in a hostile
environment.
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3.4: Realism in the 20th Century

The 20th century saw the formalization and expansion of realist thought, particularly in response to the global conflicts and
political upheavals of the era. Two significant branches of realism—classical realism and neorealism—emerged during this period,
each contributing to the development of the theory.

¢ Classical Realism: Developed in the aftermath of World War 11, classical realism is grounded in the belief that human nature
drives states to seek power and act in their own self-interest. Hans Morgenthau, a leading classical realist, argued that
international politics is governed by objective laws rooted in human nature. According to Morgenthau, political leaders must
prioritize the national interest over moral considerations to ensure the survival and security of the state.

¢ Neorealism (Structural Realism): In the 1970s, Kenneth Waltz introduced neorealism, also known as structural realism, which
shifted the focus from human nature to the structure of the international system. Waltz argued that the anarchic nature of the
international system, rather than the characteristics of individual states or leaders, drives state behavior. Neorealism emphasizes
the distribution of power among states as the primary factor influencing international relations, with the balance of power being
a central concept.
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3.5: Key Concepts in Realism
Realism encompasses several important concepts that help explain how states interact in the international system:

o Anarchy and Self-Help: The concept of anarchy in realism refers to the lack of a central authority in the international system,
which forces states to rely on themselves for security and survival. In this self-help system, states must be constantly vigilant
and prepared to defend their interests, as there is no external entity to provide protection or enforce rules.

o Balance of Power: The balance of power theory suggests that states seek to prevent any one state from becoming too powerful
by forming alliances and building up their own capabilities. The goal is to maintain an equilibrium where no single state or
coalition can dominate the international system. This balancing behavior is seen as essential to preserving stability and
preventing conflict.

o Security Dilemma: The security dilemma arises when one state's efforts to increase its security lead other states to feel
threatened, prompting them to also increase their security measures. This cycle of action and reaction can lead to an arms race
or escalate tensions, even when no state actually desires conflict. The security dilemma highlights the unintended consequences
of state actions in an anarchic system.

o Polarity: Polarity refers to the distribution of power within the international system, which can be unipolar, bipolar, or
multipolar. In a unipolar system, one state (the hegemon) dominates; in a bipolar system, two states hold the majority of power;
and in a multipolar system, power is distributed among three or more states. The type of polarity in the international system
significantly influences the dynamics of international relations.

e Game Theory: Game theory conceptualizes how political actors, particularly states, make decisions to achieve optimal
outcomes. States weigh risks and rewards, basing decisions on available information to maximize their benefits. However, if the
information is flawed, the chosen course of action may fail. By analyzing variables and expected outcomes, one can estimate
the likelihood of a state's decision or policy response to another's actions.
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3.6: Realism in Practice

Realism has had a profound impact on the practice of international relations and continues to inform the policies and strategies of
states today. Several real-world examples illustrate the application of realist principles:

¢ Cold War Dynamics: The Cold War between the United States and the Soviet Union is a classic example of bipolarity and the
balance of power in action. Both superpowers engaged in a strategic competition for global influence, forming alliances (e.g.,
NATO and the Warsaw Pact) and engaging in proxy wars to maintain their respective spheres of influence. The doctrine of
deterrence, based on the threat of mutual assured destruction, exemplifies the realist approach to maintaining stability in a tense
international environment.

o The Gulf War: The 1990-1991 Gulf War demonstrated the realist principle of collective security, where a coalition of states,
led by the United States, responded to Iraq's invasion of Kuwait to restore the balance of power in the region. The coalition's
military intervention was driven by concerns over regional stability, access to oil resources, and the need to uphold the norms of
state sovereignty and territorial integrity.

o China's Rise: China's rapid economic and military growth in recent decades has been closely monitored by realists, who view
it as a potential challenger to the existing international order. The United States and other regional powers have responded with
strategies aimed at balancing China's influence, such as strengthening alliances in the Asia-Pacific region and increasing
military presence in strategic areas. This situation reflects the realist focus on power dynamics and the potential for conflict in a
multipolar world.
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3.7: Criticisms and Limitations of Realism

While realism remains a dominant theory in International Relations, it has faced significant criticism for its perceived limitations
and shortcomings:

o Pessimism and Cynicism: Critics argue that realism's emphasis on conflict, power struggles, and self-interest leads to a
pessimistic view of international relations, which may overlook opportunities for cooperation and positive change. Realism's
focus on the darker aspects of human nature and state behavior is seen by some as overly cynical and self-fulfilling.

o Neglect of Non-State Actors: Realism's state-centric approach is often criticized for neglecting the role of non-state actors,
such as international organizations, multinational corporations, and transnational advocacy networks, which play increasingly
significant roles in global politics. By focusing primarily on state-to-state interactions, realism may fail to account for the
complexities of the modern international system.

o Inability to Predict Major Events: Realism has been criticized for its inability to predict or explain major events that do not fit
its framework, such as the end of the Cold War or the rise of global cooperation in addressing issues like climate change. These
events challenge the realist assumption that international relations are driven solely by power and self-interest.

o Overemphasis on Military Power: Realism's focus on military power as the primary means of ensuring security and achieving
national interests has been criticized for downplaying the importance of economic, diplomatic, and cultural forms of influence.
In an increasingly interconnected world, where economic interdependence and soft power play significant roles, realism's
emphasis on military might may be seen as outdated.
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3.8: Conclusion

Conclusion

Realism is a foundational theory in International Relations, offering valuable insights into the behavior of states in an anarchic
international system. Its emphasis on power, national interest, and the competitive nature of global politics has shaped the field of
IR and continues to do so.

Vocabulary
1. Actor: Actors in international relations are the entities that make international relations work.
2. Classical Realism: A branch of realism that emphasizes the role of human nature in driving state behavior, often associated with
thinkers like Hans Morgenthau.
3. Deterrence: A strategy aimed at preventing an adversary from taking an undesirable action by threatening significant retaliation,
often used in the context of military power.
4. Game Theory: A way of conceptualizing what motivates a political actor in terms of the steps the actor takes to reach what they
deem to be the optimal outcome for themselves.
5. Hegemon: A state that holds predominant power in a unipolar system and is capable of setting the rules and norms for the
international system.
6. National Interest: The strategic goals and objectives of a state, often centered around ensuring security, power, and survival in
the international system.
7. Neorealism (Structural Realism): A branch of realism that emphasizes the structure of the international system, particularly its
anarchic nature, as the primary determinant of state behavior, associated with Kenneth Waltz.
8. Niccold Machiavelli: A Renaissance political theorist known for his work The Prince, which provides pragmatic advice on
maintaining power, often referenced in discussions of realism.
9. Power: The ability of a state to influence others and achieve its objectives, often measured in terms of military, economic, and
political strength.
10. Proxy Wars: Conflicts in which each of the warring parties is supported and funded by a larger party who has a vested interest
in the outcome.
11. Realism: A theoretical approach in International Relations that emphasizes the competitive and conflictual aspects of
international politics, focusing on power, self-interest, and the inevitability of conflict.
12. Relative Power: The measure of power a state has in comparison to other states, crucial in determining a state's behavior in the
international system.
13. State: The primary actor in the international system according to realism, possessing sovereignty and the ability to make
decisions independently of external forces.
14. State of Nature: A concept in political philosophy describing life without a central authority, pre-government.
15. Thucydides: An ancient Greek historian whose work on the Peloponnesian War is often cited as a foundational text for realist
thought.
16. Thomas Hobbes: A political philosopher known for his concept of the "state of nature," which describes life without a central
authority as chaotic and violent, a key idea in realist thought.
17. Zero-Sum Game: A situation in which one state's gain is equivalent to another state's loss, reflecting the competitive nature of
international relations in realism.

Additional Resources

Carr, “Realism and Idealism” [excerpt from The Twenty Years’ Crisis 1919-1939]

Gilpin, Robert. 1981. War and Change in World Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
Hobbes,Thomas. “The State of Nature and the State of War” [excerpt from Leviathan]

Jakobsen, Jo. 2013. “Neorealism in International Relations—Kenneth Waltz.” Popular Social Science. (November 2013).

Machiavelli, Niccolo. “Doing Evil in Order to Do Good” [excerpt from The Prince]

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291406


https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291406?pdf
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/03%3A_Realism_Theory/3.08%3A_Conclusion

LibreTexts*

Morgenthau, Hans, and Thompson, Kenneth. 1985. Politics Among Nations: The Struggle for Power and Peace. 6th edition.
Chapters 1 and 3.

Thucydides, “The Melian Dialogue” [excerpt from The History of the Peloponnesian War]

3.8: Conclusion is shared under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291406


https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291406?pdf
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/03%3A_Realism_Theory/3.08%3A_Conclusion
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

Li brelexts"
CHAPTER OVERVIEW

4: Liberalism Theory

4.1: Introduction

4.2: Core Principles of Liberalism

4.3: Historical Development of Liberalism
4.4: Liberalism in Practice

4.5: Neoliberalism vs. Classic Liberalism
4.6: Criticisms and Limitations of Liberalism

4.7: Conclusion

4: Liberalism Theory is shared under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.



https://libretexts.org/
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.01%3A_Introduction
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.02%3A_Core_Principles_of_Liberalism
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.03%3A_Historical_Development_of_Liberalism
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.04%3A_Liberalism_in_Practice
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.05%3A_Neoliberalism_vs._Classic_Liberalism
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.06%3A_Criticisms_and_Limitations_of_Liberalism
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory/4.07%3A_Conclusion
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/04%3A_Liberalism_Theory
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

LibreTexts"

4.1: Introduction

Liberalism, as a theory in International Relations (IR), stands in contrast to realism by offering a more optimistic outlook on global
interactions. Where realism sees the international system as inherently conflictual and dominated by power struggles, liberalism
emphasizes cooperation, interdependence, and the role of international institutions in mitigating conflict and fostering peace. This
chapter explores the foundational principles of liberalism, its evolution, and its impact on the study and practice of international
relations.
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4.2: Core Principles of Liberalism
Liberalism is grounded in several key assumptions about the nature of the international system and the behavior of states:

¢ Optimism About Cooperation: Liberalism is fundamentally optimistic about the potential for cooperation among states. It
posits that, unlike the constant state of competition described by realism, states can and do cooperate to achieve mutual benefits.
This cooperation is facilitated by international institutions, economic interdependence, and the spread of democratic
governance.

¢ Role of International Institutions: Liberalism places significant importance on international institutions, such as the United
Nations, NATO, and the World Trade Organization. These institutions help to regulate state behavior, reduce the likelihood of
conflict, and provide a platform for resolving disputes peacefully. According to liberal theory, these institutions are essential for
maintaining global order and fostering cooperation among states.

¢ Economic Interdependence: Economic ties between states are seen as a key factor in reducing the likelihood of conflict.
Liberalism suggests that states with strong economic links are less likely to go to war with each other, as conflict would disrupt
trade and economic prosperity. This idea is often encapsulated in the concept of "commercial liberalism," which argues that
trade promotes peace.

o Democratic Peace Theory: One of the most influential ideas within liberalism is the democratic peace theory, which posits that
democracies are less likely to go to war with one another. This is because democratic states are characterized by internal
restraints on power, such as free and fair elections and checks and balances, which make war a less attractive option.
Furthermore, democracies tend to view each other as legitimate and non-threatening, further reducing the likelihood of conflict.

o Complex Interdependence: Liberalism acknowledges the complexities of the modern international system, where a multitude
of actors—states, international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), multinational corporations, and non-
state actors—interact in various ways. The concept of complex interdependence suggests that these interactions create a web of
connections that make conflict less likely and cooperation more beneficial.
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4.3: Historical Development of Liberalism

Liberalism has evolved significantly since its inception, with key thinkers and historical events shaping its principles and
application in international relations.

o Enlightenment Roots: The intellectual roots of liberalism can be traced back to the Enlightenment, a period that emphasized
reason, individual rights, and the potential for human progress. Philosophers like Immanuel Kant advocated for perpetual peace
through the spread of republican (democratic) governance and the establishment of international institutions.

e Woodrow Wilson and the League of Nations: Liberalism gained significant traction in the early 20th century, particularly
with U.S. President Woodrow Wilson's advocacy for the League of Nations following World War 1. Wilson's vision was to
create an international organization that would prevent future conflicts by fostering cooperation and collective security among
states. Although the League ultimately failed to prevent World War II, it laid the groundwork for the development of the United
Nations and the broader liberal international order.

o Post-World War II Liberal Order: After World War II, liberalism played a central role in shaping the international order. The
creation of the United Nations, the Bretton Woods institutions (World Bank and International Monetary Fund), and the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (which later became the World Trade Organization) reflected liberal principles of cooperation,
economic interdependence, and the rule of law. These institutions were designed to promote peace, stability, and economic
growth, and they continue to influence global governance today.

¢ Neoliberal Institutionalism: In response to the challenges posed by realism, neoliberal institutionalism emerged as a refined
version of liberalism in the late 20th century. Neoliberal institutionalism focuses on the role of international institutions in
fostering cooperation by reducing the incentives for states to defect from agreements. This approach argues that institutions can
help states achieve absolute gains—benefits that all parties share—by promoting transparency, reducing transaction costs, and
providing mechanisms for monitoring and enforcement.
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4.4: Liberalism in Practice

Liberalism's principles have been applied in various ways throughout history, shaping the policies and strategies of states in the
international arena.

e Collective Security and NATO: One of the most prominent examples of liberalism in practice is the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). Established in 1949, NATO is a collective security alliance that embodies the liberal principle that states
can enhance their security through cooperation and mutual defense. By pooling their resources and committing to defend each
other, NATO members deter potential aggressors and promote stability in the Euro-Atlantic region.

o Economic Integration and the European Union: The European Union (EU) is another example of liberalism in action. The
EU promotes economic integration and cooperation among its member states, reducing the likelihood of conflict through
interdependence. The EU's single market, common currency (the euro), and numerous political institutions exemplify how
liberal principles can be institutionalized to create a more peaceful and prosperous region.

¢ Democratic Promotion and Human Rights: Liberalism also emphasizes the importance of promoting democracy and human
rights as a means of achieving peace and stability. The United States and other liberal democracies have often pursued policies
aimed at spreading democratic governance and protecting human rights, believing that a world of democracies will be more
peaceful and cooperative.

o International Norms and Humanitarian Interventions: Liberalism has also influenced the development of international
norms and the practice of humanitarian intervention. The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) doctrine, for example, reflects liberal
ideas about the international community's obligation to intervene when states commit gross human rights violations. While
controversial, R2P and similar norms underscore liberalism's concern with individual rights and the protection of human life.
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4.5: Neoliberalism vs. Classic Liberalism

Neoliberalism and classic liberalism share foundational beliefs about the potential for cooperation and the importance of
institutions in the international system, but they differ in emphasis and focus. Classic liberalism places more weight on moral
progress and the potential for human nature to drive peace, whereas neoliberalism focuses on how institutions structure interactions
to enable cooperation in a competitive international environment.

o Classic Liberalism: Rooted in the Enlightenment, classic liberalism focuses on the inherent goodness of human nature and the
potential for cooperation among states. Early liberal thinkers, such as Immanuel Kant and John Locke, believed that the spread
of democracy, free markets, and international institutions would naturally lead to a more peaceful world. Classic liberalism
emphasizes the moral and normative aspects of international relations, arguing that states are not inherently driven by power
and conflict, as realists suggest, but can work together to achieve common goals.

¢ Neoliberalism: Emerging in the latter half of the 20th century, neoliberalism, also known as neoliberal institutionalism, is a
response to the critiques of realism and seeks to explain how cooperation can be sustained in a world where states are still
primarily concerned with their self-interest. Neoliberalism focuses more on how international institutions and regimes facilitate
cooperation by reducing uncertainty, providing information, and creating mechanisms for enforcement. Neoliberalism argues
that states will cooperate not just because of shared values but because institutions make cooperation beneficial and reduce the
risks of defection. Prominent scholars like Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye contributed to the development of neoliberal
institutionalism, highlighting the role of international organizations and economic interdependence in fostering global stability.
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4.6: Criticisms and Limitations of Liberalism

While liberalism has been influential in shaping international relations, it is not without its critics. Several limitations and
challenges to liberalism have been identified:

o Naivety and Idealism: Critics often argue that liberalism is overly idealistic and naive in its assumptions about human nature
and the potential for cooperation. Realists, in particular, contend that liberalism underestimates the role of power and self-
interest in international relations and overestimates the effectiveness of international institutions in preventing conflict.

o Failure to Address Power Asymmetries: Liberalism's focus on cooperation and interdependence can sometimes overlook the
realities of power asymmetries between states. Critics argue that international institutions and economic interdependence can
reinforce existing inequalities, with more powerful states using these mechanisms to their advantage.

o Democratic Peace Theory's Limitations: While democratic peace theory is a central tenet of liberalism, it has been criticized
for its limitations. For example, the theory does not account for conflicts between democracies and non-democracies or for the
aggressive behavior of democracies toward weaker states. Additionally, the relatively recent emergence of widespread
democracy means that there are few historical cases to test the theory's validity.

o Challenges in the Modern Era: In the 21st century, liberalism faces new challenges, including the rise of authoritarianism,
nationalism, and populism. These trends have called into question the viability of the liberal international order and have led
some to argue that liberalism needs to adapt to a changing global landscape.
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4.7: Conclusion

Conclusion

Liberalism remains a key theoretical framework in International Relations, offering a more optimistic and cooperative vision of
global politics than realism. It emphasizes the potential for states to work together through international institutions, economic
interdependence, and shared democratic values to achieve peace and prosperity. While liberalism has faced criticism and

challenges, it continues to be a central force in shaping the international system and the policies of states.
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Power, security, and the competitive nature of
international politics.

Secondary to the interests of powerful states; often
ignored when it conflicts with national interests.

Economic ties are less important and can lead to
dependency and exploitation.

Does not specifically account for regime type;
focuses on power dynamics and state behavior.

Assumes conflict is inevitable; states must be
prepared to use military force to protect their
interests.

War is a natural outcome of the anarchic system
and the struggle for power.

Cold War strategies, balance of power, and
security dilemmas.

1. Collective Security: A system in which a group of states agrees to cooperate to defend each other against threats or aggression.

If one member is attacked, the others are committed to collective defense. This principle is embodied in organizations like

NATO.

2. Cooperation: The process in which states and non-state actors work together to achieve common goals, often facilitated through

international institutions, diplomacy, and shared interests. Liberalism emphasizes that cooperation leads to peace and mutual

benefit.

3. Democratic Peace Theory: The theory that democracies are less likely to go to war with each other due to shared norms,

political processes, and the checks and balances within democratic governments, which make conflict less likely.

4. European Union (EU): A political and economic union of European countries that promotes cooperation, economic integration,

and the reduction of conflict through interdependence and shared governance.
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5. Human Rights: The fundamental rights and freedoms that all individuals are entitled to, such as freedom of speech, equality
before the law, and protection from torture. Liberalism emphasizes the importance of promoting and protecting human rights on
the global stage.

6. Institutions: Formal organizations or mechanisms that govern the behavior of states and other international actors. These
include international organizations like the United Nations and the World Trade Organization, which play a role in promoting
cooperation and reducing conflict.

7. Interdependence: The mutual reliance between states, particularly in terms of economic and trade relations. Liberalism views
interdependence as a factor that reduces the likelihood of conflict, as states are less inclined to engage in wars that would
disrupt beneficial economic relationships.

8. International Monetary Fund (IMF): An international organization that works to stabilize global financial markets, promote
international monetary cooperation, and provide financial assistance to countries in need. The IMF is an important institution in
the liberal framework, promoting economic stability and cooperation.

9. Liberalism: A theory in International Relations that emphasizes the potential for cooperation among states through international
institutions, economic interdependence, and the spread of democracy. Liberalism promotes the idea that peace and progress can
be achieved through collective efforts.

10. NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organization): A military alliance of Western countries established in 1949 for the purpose of
collective defense. NATO is an example of liberal principles in action, where states collaborate for mutual security and stability.

11. Neoliberalism: A modern refinement of liberalism, focusing on the role of international institutions in fostering cooperation.
Neoliberalism argues that states, while pursuing their self-interest, can achieve mutual benefits through international
organizations that help manage interdependence and reduce the likelihood of conflict.

12. Norms: Shared expectations and standards that govern the behavior of states and other actors in the international system. Norms
often guide diplomatic interactions and the conduct of war, and liberalism sees them as essential in promoting peaceful
cooperation.

13. Responsibility to Protect (R2P): A global political commitment that was endorsed by all United Nations member states in 2005
to prevent genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes against humanity. It reflects liberal ideas about the international
community's responsibility to protect individuals from gross human rights violations.

Additional Resources
Doyle, Michael. 1986. “Liberalism and World Politics,” American Political Science Review, Vol. 80, No. 4: 1151-1169.

Kant, Immanuel. 1795. “To Perpetual Peace: A Philosophical Sketch,” in Perpetual Peace and other Essays on Politics, History, and
Morals.

Keohane, Robert O. and Martin, Lisa L. 1995. “The Promise of Institutionalist Theory,” International Security Vol. 20, No.1: 39-51.

Oye, Kenneth. 1985. “Explaining Cooperation under Anarchy: Hypotheses and Strategies.” World Politics. Vol 38, No. 1: 1-24.
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5.1: Constructivism

Constructivism is a modern theory in International Relations (IR) that contrasts with traditional approaches like realism and
liberalism. It emerged as a significant alternative to explain global events, especially after the Cold War, an event that challenged
realist and liberalist assumptions. Constructivism focuses on the social aspects of international relations, emphasizing that the
world is shaped by ideas, identities, norms, and the relationships between states. It argues that material power and self-interest
alone cannot explain state behavior—what truly matters are the shared meanings and values that arise from interaction between
actors.

Social Construction of Reality

One of the fundamental principles of constructivism is that reality in international relations is socially constructed. This means that
the international system is not an objective, material reality but is built through the interactions, beliefs, and perceptions of the
states within it. According to Alexander Wendt, a leading figure in constructivist thought, the idea that "anarchy is what states make
of it" reflects how states interpret their environment based on social contexts. In this view, material factors like military power or
geography gain significance only through the meanings that states assign to them.

For instance, the United States views 500 British nuclear weapons as less threatening than five North Korean nuclear weapons, not
because of the physical danger posed but because of the social relationships between the countries. Constructivism thus sees the
identities and roles of states as critical to understanding their actions.

Identities and Interests

Constructivists argue that state identities and interests are not fixed or inherent but are shaped through interactions with other states.
These identities are crucial because they influence how a state perceives its role in international politics and, therefore, its interests.
For example, a small state like Bhutan might prioritize survival due to its perceived identity as a vulnerable actor, whereas a great
power like the United States may focus on maintaining global influence.

State behavior is guided by the alignment between its identity and its actions. A state cannot act in ways that contradict its identity,
as this would challenge the legitimacy of that identity. This idea helps explain why post-World War II Germany, despite its
economic power, embraced a pacifist identity and refrained from re-establishing itself as a military power. Constructivists assert
that identities are dynamic and subject to change based on evolving social interactions.

The Role of Norms

Norms are central to constructivism. They are defined as standards of appropriate behavior for actors with specific identities.
Norms guide and shape state actions by creating expectations for how states should behave. For example, the prohibition of slavery
or the use of nuclear weapons are norms that have developed through international consensus.

Constructivism also introduces the concept of the "norm life cycle.” A norm first emerges, gains acceptance, and eventually
becomes internalized by the majority of actors, becoming an expected part of state behavior. The development of climate change
mitigation policies, for example, reflects how norms can evolve over time, from initial advocacy by a few states to widespread
acceptance across the international community. This dynamic nature of norms highlights the potential for change in the
international system.

Agency and Structure

Constructivism departs from traditional theories by emphasizing the mutual constitution of agency and structure. Agency refers to
the capacity of actors (states or individuals) to make decisions, while structure encompasses the rules, norms, and institutions that
shape international relations. Constructivists argue that structure is not static; it evolves through the actions and decisions of states.

For example, while realists view anarchy as a fixed characteristic of the international system, constructivists argue that anarchy can
be understood in different ways depending on how states interact and interpret it. States can reinforce existing structures or change
them through their actions, depending on their beliefs and ideas.
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5.2: Marxism

Marxism provides a unique lens for understanding the global political and economic system. Rooted in the writings of Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels, Marxism argues that the global order is shaped by the dynamics of capitalism, which inherently leads to
inequality and exploitation. While its popularity has declined since the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and the Soviet
Union, Marxism remains a powerful framework for critiquing the capitalist world system and its impact on international relations.

Key Actors and Capitalist Dynamics

Marxism views social classes, multinational corporations (MNCs), and transnational elites as the primary actors in the international
system, rather than sovereign states. States, according to Marxist theory, are tools of these elites and are integrated into the
capitalist system. They serve to maintain the dominance of the ruling capitalist class and reinforce the global inequalities that arise
from capitalism. In this view, states are not independent actors but are shaped by the economic structures in which they operate.

Capitalism, according to Marx, contains the seeds of its own destruction. The relentless pursuit of profit and industrial development
creates internal contradictions that lead to social unrest. Marxism posits that workers and marginalized groups, who are exploited
by the capitalist system, will eventually rise against their oppressors, leading to a revolutionary transformation of society.

Material Conditions and Dependency Theory

Marxism emphasizes that material economic conditions—how resources, labor, and capital are controlled—are the primary
determinants of social and political outcomes. This reductionist view holds that the economic base (the forces and relations of
production) shapes the political and social superstructure (laws, institutions, and norms). Thus, international relations cannot be
understood without analyzing the underlying capitalist system that drives global inequality.

Dependency theory, a key aspect of Marxist thought, explains how the international system is stratified into core and periphery
countries. Core countries, like the United States and the United Kingdom, dominate the global economy by producing high-value
goods and maintaining stable political institutions. In contrast, periphery countries in the Global South are often resource-rich but
lack the industrial and political infrastructure to compete on the same level. These periphery countries are dependent on the core for
economic survival, leading to an exploitative relationship where the core extracts resources and labor from the periphery at
minimal cost.

Imperialism and Global Conflict

Vladimir Lenin, a prominent Marxist thinker, argued that imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism. As capitalist powers
compete for resources and markets, they are driven to expand their influence globally, often leading to conflicts and wars. Marxists
view global imperialism as a byproduct of capitalist competition, where powerful states exploit weaker ones to maintain economic
dominance.

In this framework, wars and conflicts are not simply caused by political or territorial disputes but are deeply rooted in the capitalist
need to control resources and markets. As core states seek to expand their economic reach, they engage in imperialist actions that
further entrench global inequalities.

Class Struggle and the International System

Marxism argues that the global capitalist system creates an international class struggle. On a domestic level, this class struggle
occurs between the bourgeoisie (the capitalist class) and the proletariat (the working class), but this conflict extends internationally.
Workers across different countries share common interests, as they are all subject to the exploitation of global capitalism.
Therefore, Marxism envisions a global proletariat that could unite to challenge the capitalist system.

This international class struggle is key to understanding global politics from a Marxist perspective. It highlights how global
capitalism affects all actors in the system, regardless of national boundaries. The exploitation of the periphery by the core is seen as
a manifestation of this broader class struggle on an international scale.
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5.3: Feminism

Feminism in IR challenges the traditional, male-dominated perspectives that have historically shaped the field. It critiques how IR
theories and practices have often marginalized women and overlooked the gendered dimensions of global politics. Feminist IR
scholars argue that gender matters deeply in understanding international affairs, from decision-making to the consequences of
conflict. This section explores key feminist critiques of traditional IR theories and the importance of gender in shaping international
relations.

Feminist Critiques of Traditional IR

Feminist theory in IR begins by questioning the foundations of traditional theories like realism and liberalism, which often
prioritize “masculine” values such as power, domination, and competition while neglecting “feminine” values like cooperation,
communication, and interdependence.

o Traditional IR theories tend to overlook the role of women and focus almost exclusively on men’s actions and decisions in
international politics.

¢ IR has traditionally centered on hard power, conflict, and security, ignoring issues like poverty, education, and gender-based
violence, which disproportionately affect women.

o Feminists ask whether traditional IR theories are truly objective or if they reflect the biases of the male theorists who have
largely shaped the field.

Feminist Approaches to IR
Feminist IR theory encompasses different approaches, each with a unique perspective on gender relations and power dynamics.

o Difference Feminism: This approach argues that men and women are fundamentally different and bring different perspectives
to international politics. Feminist scholars suggest that incorporating these diverse perspectives can lead to different decision-
making styles, particularly in conflict resolution.

¢ Liberal Feminism: Liberal feminists argue that men and women are fundamentally equal and, when given the same
opportunities, will behave similarly in positions of power. They focus on increasing women's participation in international
institutions and decision-making processes.

Both of these approaches emphasize the need to address the exclusion of women from international politics and challenge the
perception that IR is gender-neutral.

The Role of Women in Global Politics

Feminist IR theory highlights how women’s roles and contributions have historically been overlooked in both practice and
scholarship. Women have been marginalized in decision-making processes, particularly in areas considered “high politics” like
national security, military strategy, and diplomacy.

e Women’s issues—such as healthcare, education, and gender-based violence—have often been sidelined as “soft issues” in
global politics.

e As women have gained positions of power in the post-World War II era, issues once considered secondary, such as maternal
health, poverty, and violence against women, have become central to global policy discussions.

o Leaders like Sirimavo Bandaranaike, the world’s first female prime minister, have introduced policies that focus on the well-
being of women and children alongside national security concerns.

Feminist theory has brought attention to these issues, showing that the global political arena is not only about statecraft and power
struggles but also about the lives and well-being of marginalized groups, including women.
Gender and Conflict

One of the most significant contributions of feminist IR is its focus on how conflict affects men and women differently. Feminist
scholars argue that traditional views of conflict and security overlook the gendered dimensions of violence.

o Gendered Violence: Feminist scholars have exposed the prevalence of gender-based violence, particularly sexual violence, in
conflicts around the world. This type of violence, often targeted specifically at women, was historically ignored or dismissed as
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an inevitable byproduct of war.
o Feminist perspectives have also highlighted the intersectionality of gender, race, and class, showing how different groups

experience conflict in unique ways.
o The introduction of the 2002 Rome Statute, which recognized rape as a war crime, represents an important shift towards
addressing gendered violence in conflict. However, feminist scholars argue that much work remains to be done in curbing this

form of violence.

Feminism's Broader Impact on IR

Beyond addressing gender inequalities, feminist theory has made significant contributions to rethinking the nature of power and
global politics. Feminist scholars argue that the personal is political, meaning that gendered experiences of individuals shape
broader political outcomes.

o Feminism has exposed how deeply ingrained gender norms influence the behavior of states and leaders in global politics.

o By challenging traditional gender roles, feminist theory broadens the scope of IR to include a more diverse range of actors and

issues.
o Intersectionality, a key concept in feminist theory, helps to explain how different identities—such as gender, race, and class—

intersect to shape individuals' experiences in international politics.
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5.4: Conclusion

Conclusion

Alternative theories—Constructivism, Marxism, and Feminism—offer critical perspectives that challenge the traditional
dominance of realism and liberalism. These approaches expand understanding of global politics by emphasizing the importance of
social constructs, economic structures, and gender dynamics. Together, these theories provide a richer, multidimensional
understanding of International Relations, pushing the discipline to address complexities that go beyond power politics and
economic interdependence.

Vocabulary
1. Agency: The capacity of actors (states or individuals) to make decisions in international relations. Constructivists emphasize
that actors have the ability to shape and influence the international system through their actions.
2. Capitalism: An economic system where private ownership of production dominates, and wealth is generated through market
competition. In Marxism, capitalism is seen as a system that creates class conflict and global inequality.
3. Constructivism: A theory in International Relations that focuses on the role of ideas, beliefs, and social interactions in shaping
the international system, rather than just material factors like power and economy.
4. Core Countries: Countries that dominate the global economy by producing high-value goods and maintaining stable political
institutions. Core countries often exploit periphery countries for resources and labor.
5. Dependency Theory: A Marxist theory that explains global inequality by arguing that wealthy, industrialized countries (core
countries) exploit less developed countries (periphery countries), keeping them dependent on the core for economic survival.
6. Difference Feminism: A branch of feminist theory that argues that men and women are fundamentally different and bring
unique perspectives to international relations. Feminists in this camp believe that incorporating women's viewpoints can lead to
different outcomes, especially in conflict resolution.
7. Economic Base: The material conditions of society, such as how resources, labor, and capital are controlled. In Marxism, the
economic base shapes the social superstructure (laws, politics, and culture).
8. Feminism: A theory in International Relations that critiques traditional, male-dominated perspectives and highlights the
importance of gender, focusing on the marginalization of women and the gendered dimensions of global politics.
9. Global Inequality: A concept in Marxism that refers to the unequal distribution of wealth and resources between core and
periphery countries, exacerbated by capitalism and imperialism.
10. Imperialism: According to Marxist theory, imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism, where powerful states expand their
influence over weaker states to control resources and markets, often leading to conflict and exploitation.
11. Intersectionality: A feminist concept that explains how different identities (such as gender, race, and class) intersect to shape
individuals' experiences and their position within international relations.
12. Karl Marx: The philosopher and economist whose writings laid the foundation for Marxism, a theory that critiques capitalism
and explains how class struggle and economic structures shape global politics and inequality.
13. Liberal Feminism: A feminist approach that argues for equality between men and women, emphasizing that women should have
the same opportunities and access to decision-making positions in international institutions as men.
14. Marxism: A theory in International Relations that focuses on class struggle, capitalism, and economic structures to explain
global inequalities, the exploitation of periphery countries by core countries, and imperialism.
15. Norm Life Cycle: In constructivism, the process by which norms evolve, beginning with their emergence, then gaining
acceptance by a majority of actors, and finally becoming internalized as widely accepted standards of behavior.
16. Periphery Countries: Countries that are often resource-rich but lack industrial and political infrastructure. These countries
depend on core countries for economic survival and are often exploited for their resources and labor.
17. Social Construction: A key concept in constructivism, it refers to the process by which actors create shared meanings and
understandings through social interactions, shaping how they view the international system and their roles within it.
18. Social Superstructure: According to Marxism, the social superstructure consists of the political, legal, and cultural institutions of
society, which are shaped by the underlying economic base (the mode of production and class relations).
19. State Identities: In constructivism, the identities of states are not fixed but are shaped through interaction with other states.

These identities influence a state's interests and behavior in the international system.
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20. Structure: The rules, norms, and institutions that shape international relations and the behavior of states and actors within the
system. Constructivism emphasizes that structure is not fixed and can be influenced by the actions of actors.
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6.1: Overview of the Cuban Missile Crisis

The Cuban Missile Crisis, occurring in October 1962, was a 13-day confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union
over the placement of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. It is considered one of the most critical moments of the Cold War, with the
world on the brink of nuclear war. The crisis began when U.S. spy planes discovered the missile sites in Cuba. In response,
President John F. Kennedy imposed a naval blockade around Cuba, demanding the removal of the missiles. After intense
negotiations, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev agreed to withdraw the missiles in exchange for the U.S. promise not to invade
Cuba and the removal of U.S. missiles from Turkey.

Graham Allison's book, The Essence of Decision (1971) sought to understand how decisions are made in a moment of crisis.
Allison challenges the traditional notion of the rational model that had been the dominant theory in foreign policy decision-making.
To illustrate his point, Allison used the example of the Cuban Missile Crisis and three models of interpretation to answer the
following questions:

1. Why did the USSR place nuclear missiles in Cuba?

2. Why did the United States impose a blockade on Cuba in response?

3. Why did the USSR withdraw its missiles from Cuba?
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6.2: Model I- The Rational Actor Model

The Rational Actor Model (RAM) is the most conventional approach to understanding state actions. It assumes that states act as
unified, rational entities in the international arena. According to this model, governments carefully evaluate their options and
choose the one that maximizes national interest.

o USSR’s Decision: The Soviet Union's decision to place nuclear missiles in Cuba is viewed as a rational attempt to level the
playing field with the U.S., which had a significant advantage in nuclear missile capabilities. The USSR also aimed to deter the
U.S. from launching an attack on Cuba, particularly after the failed Bay of Pigs invasion.

e US’s Response: The U.S. government, led by Kennedy, had several options: doing nothing, engaging in diplomatic
negotiations, conducting airstrikes or a ground invasion, or imposing a blockade. They chose the blockade because it was seen
as a middle ground between inaction and military escalation.

While RAM presents states as calculating and logical actors, it has been criticized for oversimplifying the complexity of decision-
making, especially in crisis situations. In the case of the Cuban Missile Crisis, the assumption that the U.S. and the USSR acted
purely rationally overlooks the internal and external pressures on leaders.
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6.3: Model II- The Organizational Process Model

The Organizational Process Model (OPM) focuses on the role of bureaucracies and their procedures in shaping state decisions.
Instead of viewing the state as a unified actor, this model emphasizes that decisions are the result of routines, standard operating
procedures (SOPs), and the established processes of organizations.

o USSR's Actions: The USSR's failure to conceal the construction of missile sites in Cuba can be attributed to the use of standard
procedures used back in Russia. Bureaucracies rely on established processes, which may not always be adapted to changing
circumstances.

e US Decision-making: Similarly, the U.S. government did not resort to airstrikes or a ground invasion largely because these
actions did not fit into the existing operational plans and procedures. President Kennedy was also concerned about civilian
casualties and the inability to guarantee the destruction of all missiles through military action.

The OPM model suggests that decisions during crises are often constrained by organizational routines. Rather than evaluating all
possible alternatives, policymakers choose options that reduce uncertainty and rely on established procedures, even if these are not
necessarily the most effective.
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6.4: Model IlI- The Bureaucratic Politics Model

The Bureaucratic Politics Model (BPM) posits that decisions are the result of bargaining, negotiation, and compromise among
various government officials and agencies. According to this model, policies are not the product of a single, rational actor but are

shaped by individuals with differing interests and goals.

¢ Soviet Bureaucratic Politics: Khrushchev faced internal pressure due to the missile gap and the poor state of the Soviet
economy. Cuba presented an inexpensive way to address both military and political issues. The decision to withdraw the
missiles was a result of internal Soviet negotiations and external pressures.

¢ U.S. Bureaucratic Politics: Kennedy faced significant political pressure from Republicans to take a tougher stance on Cuba,
especially after the humiliation of the Bay of Pigs invasion. The choice of a blockade over more aggressive military action was
seen as a balanced approach that would not escalate the crisis while still asserting U.S. power.

This model highlights the role of internal political dynamics in shaping foreign policy. Decisions are often "ugly hybrids,"
influenced by personal preferences, organizational interests, and political bargaining.
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6.5: Implications of The Essence of Decision

When The Essence of Decision was first published, Allison challenged the dominant rational actor models in political science and
international relations. He demonstrated that state behavior during crises like the Cuban Missile Crisis could not be fully explained
by assuming rationality. By introducing the Organizational Process and Bureaucratic Politics models, Allison provided alternative
explanations for how decisions are made in practice. The book also showed the fragility of mutually assured destruction (MAD) as
a deterrent to nuclear war, emphasizing that organizational inefficiencies and political bargaining could lead to catastrophic
outcomes despite rational calculations.

Above all, Allison described using rational actor models as dangerous. By using such models (and modes of thinking), people made
unreliable assumptions about reality, which could have disastrous consequences. Part of what allowed the attack on Pearl Harbor to
be pulled off was the assumption that, since Japan would lose such a war, they would never dare attack. The assumption under
MAD is that nobody will ever start a nuclear war because of its consequences. However, humans do not act in a rational manner,
which history has proven time and again.
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6.6: Criticisms of The Essence of Decision

o Oversimplification: Critics argue that the Rational Actor, Organizational Process, and Bureaucratic Politics models
oversimplify complex situations. Real-world decisions often involve a mix of all three models, and these categories may not
always be mutually exclusive.

o Rationalism is still king: Milton Friedman contended that, even if rational-expectation theories do not describe reality per se,
they should be retained since they provide accurate predictions. Allison replied that Friedman had not provided enough
evidence to demonstrate his theories actually predicted anything and criticized his arguments as unscientific.

o Using his own assumptions: Allison was strongly criticized for using his added theories to make his own assumptions. One of
the most cited: according to his political model, he postulated that Kennedy must have made an "under the table" agreement
concerning the Turkish missiles, probably using his brother as a liaison. However, when tapes of EXCOM's proceedings were
released in the 1990s, it turned out that Allison was entirely correct, which both silenced these critics and added to the book's
stature.

o Insufficient attention to ideology and psychology: Some critics have noted that the models do not sufficiently address the role
of ideological and psychological factors in decision-making, such as leaders' perceptions, biases, or nationalistic fervor.
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6.7: Conclusion

Vocabulary

1. Bay of Pigs Invasion: A failed military invasion of Cuba undertaken by Cuban exiles sponsored by the U.S. government in April
1961, aimed at overthrowing Fidel Castro's regime.

2. Cuban Missile Crisis: A 13-day confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union in October 1962, triggered by the
discovery of Soviet ballistic missiles in Cuba. The crisis brought the world to the brink of nuclear war.

3. Graham Allison: An American political scientist and author, best known for his work on decision-making in international
relations. His 1971 book The Essence of Decision analyzed the Cuban Missile Crisis using three distinct models of decision-
making.

4. Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD): A doctrine of military strategy in which the use of nuclear weapons by two or more
opposing sides would result in the complete annihilation of both the attacker and the defender, serving as a deterrent to nuclear
war.

5. Naval Blockade: A military strategy used to prevent ships from entering or leaving enemy ports. In the Cuban Missile Crisis,
the U.S. imposed a naval blockade around Cuba to stop the delivery of Soviet nuclear missiles.

6. The Bureaucratic Politics Model (BPM): A model viewing foreign policy decisions as the result of bargaining and compromise
among government officials.

7. The Essence of Decision: A 1971 book by Graham Allison that analyzes decision-making during the Cuban Missile Crisis,
using three distinct models.

8. The Organizational Process Model (OPM): A model explaining foreign policy decisions as outcomes of established procedures
and routines within bureaucracies, rather than deliberate rational choices.

9. The Rational Actor Model (RAM): A model that assumes states act as unitary, rational actors, evaluating options and selecting
the one that maximizes national interests.

10. Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs): Established routines used by bureaucracies to handle tasks, which can constrain
decision-making, especially during crises.

Additional Resources

Allison, Graham. 1969. “Conceptual Models and the Cuban Missile Crisis,” American Political Science Review, Vol 63, No. 3:
689-718.

Allison, Graham, Zelikow, Philip. 1999. Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis (2nd ed.). New York: Longman.

Putnam, Robert. 1988. “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games,” International Organization, Vol. 42,
No. 3: 427-460.
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7.1: Introduction

Foreign policy decision-making is the process through which states and their leaders determine how to interact with the
international community. It encompasses decisions ranging from peace negotiations and alliances to declarations of war or trade
sanctions. The complexity of decision-making arises from the variety of factors that influence decisions, including individual

psychology, group dynamics, bureaucratic structures, and the international environment.
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7.2: Levels of Analysis in Foreign Policy Decision-Making

Decision-making in foreign policy can be studied at three primary levels: individual, group, and coalition. Each level highlights
different aspects of how decisions are made and the dynamics at play in different contexts.

o Individual Level: At this level, foreign policy decisions are influenced by the beliefs, personality traits, and psychological
biases of individual leaders. Some leaders have outsized influence on foreign policy due to their personal authority or expertise.
For example, strong leaders like Vladimir Putin or Franklin D. Roosevelt shaped their countries' foreign policies through their
distinct leadership styles.

¢ Group Level: Many foreign policy decisions are made by advisory groups or within bureaucratic institutions. Group dynamics
can play a significant role in shaping outcomes. For example, “groupthink” can lead to poor decisions when the desire for
consensus overrides critical evaluation. In contrast, group diversity can help in generating better options through open debate.

¢ Coalition Level: In coalition governments, foreign policy decisions result from the negotiation of multiple political parties,
each representing different interests. Coalition dynamics can complicate decision-making as parties must compromise to reach a
consensus, often leading to slower or more conservative policies.
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7.3: Types of Decisions

Foreign policy decisions vary depending on the context, the actors involved, and the pressures faced by decision-makers.
Understanding the different types of decisions can help explain how strategies evolve in the international arena.

o Single or One-Shot Decisions: These are isolated decisions with no expectation of immediate follow-up. An example is
Libya’s decision in 2003 to abandon its nuclear program, which was a standalone foreign policy shift not directly tied to
sequential moves.

o Interactive Decisions: These involve reciprocal interactions between multiple actors. Decisions made by one country may
trigger a response from another. For instance, the U.S.-Soviet arms race during the Cold War involved a series of interactive
decisions, where each side's actions influenced the other’s next move.

o Sequential Decisions: In these cases, decisions are made in a sequence, with each step dependent on the outcome of the
previous one. Sequential decision-making is common in negotiations and long-term strategic planning, such as the series of
steps taken in the lead-up to the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003.
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7.4: Psychological Influences and Biases

In addition to the last chapter’s models; The Rational Actor Model, The Organizational Process Model, and The Bureaucratic
Politics Model, psychologists also look at the individual cognitive levels of leaders to explain their decisions. Psychological models
emphasize the role of individual cognition, including biases and decision-making heuristics, in shaping foreign policy. Leaders
often rely on mental shortcuts to process information quickly, but this can lead to errors in judgment, such as overestimating the
likelihood of success in risky ventures. Leaders and groups are subject to cognitive biases that can distort their perception of
international events and lead to flawed decisions.

¢ Groupthink: A psychological phenomenon where the desire for group cohesion and consensus leads to poor decision-making.
In these cases, dissenting opinions are often suppressed, leading to an incomplete evaluation of options. The Bay of Pigs
invasion is a classic example of groupthink, where the Kennedy administration’s desire for unanimity led to a failed military
operation.

o Attribution Bias: This bias occurs when leaders attribute their own actions to situational factors (e.g., "we had no choice")
while attributing the actions of others to their character or intent (e.g., "they are aggressive"). This can lead to misinterpretations
of other states’ motives and escalate tensions unnecessarily.

o Prospect Theory: This theory suggests that leaders are more risk-averse when dealing with potential gains but more willing to
take risks when facing potential losses. For instance, a leader may be more likely to engage in military conflict to recover lost

territory than to gain new territory.
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7.5: Organizational and Group Dynamics

Groups and organizations play a central role in foreign policy decision-making. The structure and dynamics of these groups can
significantly influence the decisions that are made.

¢ Bureaucratic Politics: Decision-making within governments often involves negotiation between competing interests. Different
agencies may have conflicting priorities, such as a defense ministry advocating for military action while a foreign affairs
ministry pushes for diplomacy. These internal battles can shape the final policy outcome.

o Advisory Groups: Leaders often rely on a close group of advisors to help make foreign policy decisions. However, the
dynamics within these groups, such as deference to authority or the suppression of dissent, can skew the decision-making
process, as seen during the decision to escalate U.S. involvement in Vietnam.

o Coalitions: In coalition governments, the need to balance the interests of different political parties can lead to compromises in
foreign policy. Coalition dynamics often result in slower decision-making and policies that reflect a compromise between
competing agendas.
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7.6: Crisis Decision-Making

In times of crisis, foreign policy decision-making becomes more centralized and urgent. Leaders must act quickly, often with
incomplete information and high stakes. Several factors characterize crisis decision-making:

o Time Constraints: Crises often require rapid decisions, forcing leaders to rely on simplified decision-making processes and

cognitive shortcuts.

Information Constraints: Decision-makers frequently operate with incomplete or inaccurate information, complicating their
ability to make rational decisions.

High Stakes: The potential consequences of crisis decisions are often severe, involving matters of national security, war, or
economic collapse. The higher the stakes, the more likely leaders are to take extreme actions.
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7.7: Conclusion

Conclusion

Foreign policy decision-making is a complex process influenced by various factors, from individual psychology to bureaucratic
politics and coalition dynamics. Decision-makers must navigate a range of constraints, including time pressures, information gaps,
and group dynamics. Understanding these factors provides valuable insights into why states act the way they do on the international
stage. Whether during moments of crisis or in long-term strategic planning, foreign policy decisions reflect a combination of
rational calculations, psychological biases, and organizational influences.

Vocabulary

1. Attribution Bias: The tendency of decision-makers to attribute their own actions to situational factors while attributing the
actions of others to their character or intent, often leading to misinterpretations of motivations.

2. Bureaucratic Politics: A model of decision-making where different governmental agencies and departments, each with their own
interests and objectives, compete for influence, resulting in decisions shaped by internal bargaining rather than a unified
national strategy.

3. Coalition: A temporary alliance of political parties or groups formed to achieve a common goal, often seen in parliamentary
systems where multiple parties must work together to form a government or make policy decisions.

4. Coalition Level: The level of decision-making that involves negotiation and compromise among different political parties or
groups within a coalition government, often leading to slower or more complex decision processes.

5. Crisis Decision-Making: A decision-making process in situations where leaders must act quickly under time pressure, often with
incomplete information and facing high-stakes outcomes. Crisis decisions can involve national security, economic crises, or
natural disasters.

6. Group Level: The level of decision-making that occurs within groups, such as advisory councils, cabinets, or bureaucratic
organizations. Group dynamics, including consensus-building and internal negotiations, shape the outcome.

7. Groupthink: A psychological phenomenon in which the desire for group cohesion and consensus leads to poor decision-making.
Dissenting opinions are suppressed, and the group may fail to critically evaluate alternative options, resulting in suboptimal
outcomes.

8. Interactive Decisions: Foreign policy decisions that involve reciprocal interactions between multiple actors, where the actions
of one state influence the decisions of another. For example, an arms race involves interactive decisions as each state reacts to
the other’s moves.

9. Prospect Theory: A theory of decision-making that suggests individuals are risk-averse when facing potential gains but are more
willing to take risks when faced with potential losses. Leaders may pursue aggressive strategies to recover perceived losses.

10. Sequential Decisions: Decisions made as part of a process where each choice is dependent on the outcome of a previous
decision, often seen in negotiations or long-term foreign policy strategies.

11. Single-Shot Decisions: Isolated, standalone decisions that are made without immediate expectation of follow-up. These
decisions are rare in foreign policy but can include one-time strategic shifts, such as abandoning a weapons program.

Additional Resources

Goldstein, Judith, and Martin, Lisa L. 2000. “Legalization, Trade Liberalization, and Domestic Politics: A Cautionary Note.”
International Organization, Vol. 54, No. 3: 603-632.

Levy, Jack S. 1992. “Prospect Theory and International Relations,” Political Psychology, Vol. 13, No. 2: 283-310.

Snyder, Jack and Borghard, Erica D. 2011. “The Cost of Empty Threats: A Penny, Not a Pound.” American Political Science
Review, Vol 105, No. 3: 437-456.
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8.1: Introduction

War is a central topic in International Relations (IR), profoundly shaping global power dynamics, state behavior, and the
development of international norms. It is often seen as a tool used by states or non-state actors to achieve political objectives when
diplomacy and other methods fail. This chapter explores the nature of war, its causes, theoretical frameworks like realism and Just
War Theory, and how technology, securitization, and terrorism influence modern warfare.
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8.2: Defining War

War is commonly defined as organized violence between two or more political entities—usually states or significant groups—
leading to a high level of destruction and casualties. It is typically prolonged and involves strategic objectives.

o Clausewitz’s Definition: Carl von Clausewitz, a foundational theorist of war, described it as "the continuation of politics by
other means." This reflects the political nature of war, as states use violence to achieve political goals when non-violent means
fail. For example, in World War II, Germany’s invasion of Poland was a political move driven by territorial ambitions.

o State and Non-State Actors: Traditionally, wars were fought between states, but modern warfare often involves non-state
actors such as insurgent groups, terrorist organizations, or mercenaries. The conflict in Syria, involving the state, rebel factions,
and external actors like the U.S. and Russia, exemplifies this shift.

o Types of War: Wars can be categorized into conventional wars, where organized militaries fight, and unconventional wars,
such as guerrilla or insurgent warfare, which often involve irregular forces using tactics like ambushes and sabotage.
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8.3: Realism in International Relations

Realism is a dominant theory in IR that views war as an inevitable feature of the international system, driven by the anarchic nature
of global politics, where no central authority exists to enforce rules.

o Anarchic System: Realists argue that the lack of a central governing body at the international level forces states to rely on their
own capabilities for security. This leads to competition, distrust, and sometimes war. The Cold War between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union is a prime example of how an anarchic system fosters conflict, as both superpowers sought to outmaneuver each
other in a bid for global dominance.

¢ Security Dilemma: The security dilemma is a key concept in realism, where one state's efforts to enhance its security (such as
building up its military) are seen as a threat by others, prompting an arms race. This was evident during the Cuban Missile
Crisis, where U.S. security measures led the Soviet Union to deploy missiles in Cuba, escalating tensions.

o Power and Survival: Realism holds that states are primarily motivated by the desire to maintain or increase their power to
ensure survival. War becomes a tool for this when diplomacy fails. The U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003 can be viewed through a
realist lens as an attempt to secure American interests in the Middle East by eliminating a potential threat.
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8.4: Causes of War

Wars are caused by a complex array of factors, including political, economic, and social elements. Understanding these causes
helps explain why conflicts arise and how they can escalate.

o Political Causes: Wars often occur due to territorial disputes, power struggles, or ideological conflicts. For instance, the
Falklands War in 1982 between Argentina and the United Kingdom stemmed from a territorial dispute over the Falkland
Islands. Argentina’s claim to the islands and its desire to assert sovereignty clashed with British interests, leading to war.

o Economic Causes: Competition over resources, such as oil, minerals, or trade routes, frequently drives states into conflict. The
Gulf War of 1990-1991, where Iraq invaded Kuwait, was driven largely by Iraq’s desire to control Kuwait’s vast oil reserves
and reduce its own debt burden.

o Social and Cultural Causes: Ethnic and religious tensions often lead to violence. The Rwandan Genocide in 1994, though
primarily an ethnic conflict between the Hutu and Tutsi groups, illustrates how deep social divisions can explode into large-
scale violence.
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8.5: Just War Theory

Just War Theory offers a moral framework for evaluating whether going to war and the way war is conducted are justifiable. It is
divided into two primary components: jus ad bellum (justice in going to war) and jus in bello (justice in conduct during war).

e Jus ad Bellum: This concept outlines the conditions under which war can be justly initiated. Key criteria include having a just
cause (e.g., self-defense), legitimate authority (e.g., war declared by a government), and war being a last resort after other
options have been exhausted. The U.S. intervention in Afghanistan following the 9/11 attacks was justified under jus ad bellum
as a form of self-defense against terrorism.

e Jus in Bello: This principle governs how war is conducted, emphasizing proportionality (the use of force must be appropriate to
the military objective) and discrimination (combatants must distinguish between military targets and civilians). Violations of
these principles, such as indiscriminate bombings or targeting civilians, are considered war crimes.

o Challenges of Just War: In modern conflicts, adhering to Just War principles is particularly difficult in asymmetric warfare,
where one side employs tactics like terrorism. The use of drone strikes by the U.S. in Pakistan and Afghanistan has been
controversial due to concerns over civilian casualties.
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8.6: Escalation and Total War

The nature of warfare has changed dramatically over time, with conflicts escalating from limited engagements to total wars that
involve entire societies.

o Escalation of Conflict: Wars often start as limited conflicts but escalate as more actors become involved or as stakes increase.
For example, World War I began as a localized conflict but escalated due to alliances, drawing in major powers and resulting in
unprecedented destruction.

o Total War: Total war refers to conflicts in which countries mobilize all available resources—economic, industrial, and human
—to achieve victory, with little distinction between military and civilian targets. World War II was a classic example of total
war, as nations like Germany, Japan, and the Allied powers devoted their entire economies and populations to the war effort.

o Modern Warfare: While total war is less common today, conflicts can still escalate dramatically. The Syrian Civil War began
as a domestic uprising but quickly became a complex proxy war involving multiple international actors, including the U.S.,
Russia, Turkey, and Iran, each with competing interests.
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8.7: Technological Influence

Technological advancements have profoundly influenced the conduct of war, making it more destructive and precise, while raising
new ethical and strategic dilemmas.

¢ Drones and Precision Warfare: Drone technology has revolutionized warfare by allowing states to conduct targeted strikes
without risking the lives of their soldiers. The U.S. has extensively used drones in the Middle East and Africa to target terrorist
leaders. While drones offer precision, they have also sparked ethical debates due to the unintended killing of civilians and the
psychological toll on communities living under constant surveillance.

o Cyber Warfare: Technology has introduced new forms of conflict, including cyber warfare, where states or non-state actors
use hacking to disrupt the operations of their enemies. Cyberattacks have been used to disable critical infrastructure, as seen in
the 2007 cyberattack on Estonia, widely attributed to Russian actors.

¢ Nuclear Weapons: The development of nuclear weapons fundamentally altered the nature of war by introducing the possibility
of mass destruction. The bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki during World War II remain the only instances of nuclear
weapons being used in conflict, but the existence of these weapons continues to influence global politics through deterrence
strategies.
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8.8: Securitization and Political Use of War

Securitization theory explores how political actors frame certain issues as existential threats, which then justifies extraordinary
measures, including war.

¢ Securitization of Terrorism: After the 9/11 attacks, the U.S. government securitized the issue of global terrorism, framing it as
an urgent, existential threat that required immediate and decisive action. This securitization led to the invasion of Afghanistan
and later Iraq, framing these conflicts as essential for protecting national security.

o Framing War as Necessary: By framing certain issues as existential threats, governments can bypass normal political
processes and justify extreme actions. During the Cold War, the U.S. and the Soviet Union both securitized the ideological
conflict between capitalism and communism, leading to proxy wars around the globe, including the Vietnam War.

o Consequences of Securitization: The securitization of issues often results in long-term military engagements, expanded
surveillance, and restrictions on civil liberties. For instance, the U.S. Patriot Act, passed after 9/11, expanded government
surveillance powers, raising concerns about individual rights.
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8.9: Control of War

Efforts to limit the destructiveness of war have resulted in the development of international laws and institutions aimed at
regulating how wars are fought and preventing atrocities.

o International Laws and Norms: The Geneva Conventions and other international treaties seek to protect non-combatants and
ensure humane treatment of prisoners. Violations of these laws, such as the use of chemical weapons in the Syrian Civil War,
have led to global condemnation and efforts at enforcement through the United Nations and the International Criminal Court.

o Peacekeeping and Humanitarian Efforts: International organizations like the United Nations play a key role in controlling
war by sending peacekeeping forces and mediating negotiations. The U.N. has deployed peacekeepers to conflict zones like the
Democratic Republic of Congo to protect civilians and stabilize regions.

o Challenges in Enforcement: Despite the existence of these laws, enforcement remains a significant challenge. Non-state
actors, such as terrorist organizations, often ignore international norms, as seen in the tactics used by groups like ISIS, which
include targeting civilians and using chemical weapons.
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8.10: Global Terrorism

Global terrorism has fundamentally changed the landscape of war by introducing non-state actors who use asymmetric tactics to
achieve political goals.

o Asymmetric Warfare: Unlike traditional state-based wars, terrorism involves smaller, less powerful groups using
unconventional tactics, such as suicide bombings and hostage-taking, to destabilize more powerful states. Al-Qaeda’s attacks on
the U.S. on September 11, 2001, exemplified how non-state actors could use terrorism to draw powerful states into prolonged
conflicts.

¢ Global Impact of Terrorism: The rise of global terrorist networks like ISIS and Al-Qaeda has reshaped international security.
These groups operate across borders, necessitating multinational efforts to combat them. The U.S.-led coalition against ISIS,
involving countries from Europe, the Middle East, and North Africa, demonstrates how terrorism has created a new form of
global conflict.
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8.11: Conclusion

Conclusion

War is a deeply embedded feature of the international system, shaped by power politics, economic interests, social tensions, and
technological advancements. Theories like realism provide a lens to understand why wars occur, while frameworks such as Just
War Theory offer moral guidelines for how they should be conducted. Modern conflicts, involving both state and non-state actors,
have evolved, challenging traditional understandings of warfare. Understanding the causes, conduct, and consequences of war is
essential for anyone studying International Relations.

Vocabulary
1. Asymmetric Warfare: Conflict where weaker groups use unconventional tactics, such as guerrilla warfare, to challenge a
stronger opponent.
2. Chemical Weapons: Weapons that use toxic chemicals to harm or kill; banned under international law, though sometimes used
in modern conflicts.
3. Conventional Wars: Wars fought between state militaries using traditional weapons like guns, tanks, and planes.
4. Cyber Warfare: The use of digital attacks by a state or non-state actor to disrupt or damage another country’s infrastructure or
defense systems.
5. Drones and Precision Warfare: The use of unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) to conduct targeted military strikes with high
accuracy.
6. Framing: The process by which political leaders present issues in specific ways to shape public perception and justify actions,
such as war.
7. Geneva Conventions: International treaties that establish legal standards for humanitarian treatment in war, protecting civilians
and prisoners of war.
8. Guerrilla Warfare: A form of irregular warfare in which small groups use hit-and-run tactics to fight a larger, more traditional
military force.
9. Insurgent Warfare: A type of conflict where rebel groups or insurgents engage in prolonged resistance against an established
authority, often using unconventional tactics.
10. International Criminal Court (ICC): A global judicial body that prosecutes individuals for war crimes, genocide, and crimes
against humanity.
11. International Laws: Legal frameworks governing state behavior in war, including the treatment of civilians and the conduct of
combat operations.
12. Just War Theory: A moral framework used to determine when it is justified to go to war (jus ad bellum) and how wars should be
fought ethically (jus in bello).
13. Jus ad Bellum: The criteria that must be met for a state to legitimately declare war, including self-defense and last resort.
14. Jus in Bello: The principles that govern the conduct of war, focusing on proportionality and the protection of non-combatants.
15. Modern Warfare: Contemporary conflicts that involve advanced technology, non-state actors, and unconventional tactics.
16. Nuclear Weapons: Highly destructive weapons that use nuclear reactions to create massive explosions, serving as a deterrent in
international conflicts.
17. Peacekeeping: Efforts by international organizations, like the U.N., to deploy troops to conflict zones to maintain peace and
protect civilians.
18. Securitization: The process of framing an issue as an existential threat, often to justify extraordinary measures like military
intervention.
19. Total War: Warfare in which a state mobilizes all of its resources and population to achieve victory, often involving widespread
destruction.
20. War: Organized violence between two or more political entities—usually states or significant groups—Ieading to a high level of
destruction and casualties.
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9.1: International Political Economy Part A

Introduction

International Political Economy (IPE) is a field that bridges the gap between economics and politics on a global scale. It seeks to
understand how political institutions, the economy, and international organizations interact and influence each other. In IPE,
scholars analyze how states, markets, and non-state actors such as multinational corporations and international organizations create
policies that redistribute wealth and power across the globe. The core question of IPE is how and why wealth is distributed
unequally between countries, and what role political decisions play in these economic outcomes. IPE is crucial for understanding
modern globalization, trade, and financial systems.

Historically, three major theoretical frameworks have dominated IPE: mercantilism, economic liberalism, and Marxism. Each of
these perspectives offers a distinct view of the international economy and the role of states in it. As we delve into these theories,
we’ll explore how they shape current policies and influence the global economic landscape.

Mercantilism

Mercantilism is one of the oldest economic theories and dominated international economic thought from the 16th to the 18th
century. Mercantilist policies were rooted in the belief that a nation's wealth was finite and tied to its stockpile of precious metals,
primarily gold and silver. The more a country accumulated, the wealthier and more powerful it became. To achieve this,
mercantilists advocated for strong government intervention in the economy, particularly through protectionist policies such as
tariffs, subsidies, quotas, sanctions, embargos, and colonial expansion.

Mercantilism views the global economy as a zero-sum game, where one nation’s gain comes at the expense of another. Therefore,
nations should minimize imports and maximize exports to maintain a favorable balance of trade. Colonialism and imperialism were
direct outcomes of mercantilist policies, as European powers sought to control colonies for their resources and markets. For
example, the British Empire's colonial policies in India were mercantilist in nature, as they extracted raw materials from India
while forcing it to rely on British manufactured goods.

A modern-day example of mercantilist thought can be seen in certain protectionist policies adopted by governments, such as high
tariffs and quotas to protect domestic industries from foreign competition. For instance, during the Trump administration, the U.S.
implemented tariffs on steel and aluminum imports, claiming it was necessary to protect American jobs and industries. Critics
argued that this mirrored mercantilist thinking, as it disrupted global supply chains and trade relationships.

Economic Liberalism

Economic liberalism emerged as a direct critique of mercantilism in the late 18th century, particularly through the works of Adam
Smith and David Ricardo. The liberal approach argues that wealth is not finite, and economic interactions between countries should
be viewed as a positive-sum game, where all participants can benefit from trade and cooperation. Rather than viewing international
trade as a contest for limited resources, liberalism suggests that open markets and free trade increase efficiency and lead to mutual
prosperity.

Adam Smith, in his seminal work The Wealth of Nations, introduced the concept of the invisible hand, arguing that individual
pursuit of self-interest unintentionally benefits society as a whole. Smith believed that free markets and limited government
intervention would lead to more efficient outcomes than mercantilist state controls. His theories were further developed by David
Ricardo, who introduced the principle of comparative advantage. Ricardo argued that countries should specialize in producing
goods they can produce more efficiently and trade for goods that other countries can produce at a lower opportunity cost. This
principle laid the foundation for modern free trade agreements.

A contemporary example of economic liberalism is seen in the creation of multilateral trade agreements, such as the World Trade
Organization (WTO). The WTO works to reduce barriers to trade, such as tariffs and quotas, promoting free and open markets. One
of the key successes of liberal economic policies is the European Union’s single market, where member states trade freely with
each other, allowing for greater specialization and economic integration across Europe. Similarly, NAFTA (now USMCA)
facilitated trade between the United States, Canada, and Mexico, boosting trade and production efficiency across North America.
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However, while economic liberalism emphasizes the benefits of free trade, it also faces criticism. Opponents argue that unfettered
liberalism can exacerbate inequalities, as wealthier nations often benefit more from trade than developing countries. The rise of
global inequality under liberal economic policies has sparked debates over how free markets should be regulated to ensure fair
outcomes.

Marxism in International Economics

While economic liberalism promotes the idea that free markets benefit all participants, Marxism offers a starkly different view,
focusing on how capitalism creates and sustains global inequalities. Rooted in the works of Karl Marx, this perspective critiques
the capitalist system, arguing that it inherently favors wealthy nations and multinational corporations at the expense of poorer
countries and working-class individuals.

Marxists argue that the global economic system is structured to benefit the core (developed) countries, which exploit the periphery
(developing) countries for their labor and resources. This leads to a situation where the rich get richer while the poor remain
trapped in a cycle of dependency. This idea is central to Dependency Theory, which posits that developing nations are kept in a
state of dependency on developed nations, preventing their full economic development. For example, Latin American scholars like
Ratl Prebisch argued that global trade structures favored industrialized countries by keeping commodity prices low, while
developing nations remained dependent on exporting raw materials.

Imperialism is also a key concept in Marxist thought. Vladimir Lenin, a Marxist theorist, described imperialism as the "highest
stage of capitalism," where powerful capitalist nations expand their influence globally to control markets and resources. This was
evident during the late 19th and early 20th centuries, when European powers scrambled for colonies in Africa and Asia, exploiting
them for economic gain. A modern example of economic imperialism can be seen in the influence of multinational corporations and
international financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Critics argue that the IMF’s loan conditions often
impose austerity measures that disproportionately harm the poor in debtor nations, perpetuating global inequality.

In today’s global economy, Marxist critiques continue to resonate in discussions about global inequality and the exploitation of
labor in the developing world. For instance, the rise of fast fashion brands that outsource production to low-wage countries like
Bangladesh and Vietnam highlights how global capitalism can exploit labor for profit, leaving workers in unsafe conditions with
little pay. This has sparked movements advocating for fair trade, labor rights, and sustainable development.

Globalization and Economic Interdependence

Globalization has been one of the most significant economic transformations of the past few decades, deeply influencing
international political economy. It refers to the increasing interconnectedness of economies, cultures, and societies across borders,
driven by advances in technology, transportation, and communication. The rise of the internet, faster transportation methods, and
the expansion of global trade networks have dramatically increased the speed and scope of globalization.

One of the key features of globalization is economic interdependence—the idea that the economies of nations are increasingly
reliant on one another. This interdependence can lead to mutual benefits, as countries trade goods and services, share technology,
and collaborate on global projects. For example, the supply chains of many products are now global in nature. A smartphone might
be designed in the U.S., assembled in China, using components sourced from Germany and raw materials mined in Africa. This
interdependence has led to lower costs of goods for consumers, greater innovation, and access to a wider range of products.

However, globalization has not been without its challenges. While it has increased wealth in many parts of the world, it has also led
to the exploitation of labor, particularly in developing countries where wages are low, and labor protections are weak. Additionally,
globalization has contributed to environmental degradation, as the increased movement of goods and industrial production has
accelerated the depletion of natural resources and increased pollution.

A significant political consequence of globalization has been the rise of anti-globalization movements in both developed and
developing nations. In the West, growing concerns over job losses, wage stagnation, and the erosion of local industries have led to
the rise of populist movements, which call for stronger borders, trade protectionism, and a rejection of multinational agreements.
The Brexit vote in the United Kingdom, for example, was partly driven by a desire to regain control over economic policies and

resist what many saw as the negative consequences of globalization.
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Conclusion

Part A has explored the major theoretical approaches in international political economy, including mercantilism, economic
liberalism, and Marxism. Additionally, it has examined the profound impact of globalization on economic interdependence, trade,
and inequality. As we move into Part B, the focus will shift toward understanding how international trade agreements, financial
institutions, and development strategies shape the global economy in even greater depth.

Vocabulary

1. Adam Smith: A Scottish economist and philosopher, considered the father of modern economics. His 1776 work, The Wealth of
Nations, introduced the concept of the invisible hand and argued for free markets and minimal government intervention in the
economy.

2. Comparative Advantage: A principle developed by David Ricardo that argues countries should specialize in producing the
goods they can produce most efficiently relative to other countries. This specialization and trade will lead to mutual benefits,
even if one country is more efficient in producing all goods.

3. David Ricardo: A British economist who developed the theory of comparative advantage, which suggests that countries should
specialize in producing goods they can produce most efficiently, and trade for goods they produce less efficiently. His ideas laid
the foundation for modern free trade theory.

4. Embargoes: A government order that restricts or bans trade with a particular country. Embargoes are often used as a political
tool to pressure countries to change their policies or actions.

5. Exports: Goods and services that are produced in one country and sold to other countries. A high level of exports is often
associated with economic strength and a positive balance of trade.

6. Free Markets: An economic system where prices for goods and services are determined by supply and demand, with minimal
government intervention. Free markets are central to economic liberalism and contrast with the protectionist policies of
mercantilism.

7. Imports: Goods and services that are brought into a country from abroad for sale or consumption. A country's import level
reflects its demand for foreign goods.

8. International Political Economy (IPE): A field of study that examines the relationship between politics and economics on a
global scale, focusing on how international trade, financial systems, and political institutions shape the distribution of wealth
and power among countries.

9. Invisible Hand: A concept introduced by Adam Smith to describe how individuals pursuing their self-interest unintentionally
contribute to the overall economic well-being of society. The "invisible hand" guides free markets toward efficiency and
prosperity without the need for government intervention.

10. Mercantilism: An economic theory from the 16th to 18th centuries that emphasizes the accumulation of wealth, particularly
gold and silver, by maintaining a favorable balance of trade. Mercantilist policies advocate for strong government intervention,
such as tariffs and subsidies, to protect domestic industries and increase exports over imports.

11. Positive-Sum Game: An economic situation in which all participating parties can benefit from trade and cooperation, as
opposed to a zero-sum game, where one party's gain comes at another's loss. Economic liberalism promotes the idea of
international trade as a positive-sum game.

12. Protectionism: Economic policies designed to protect domestic industries from foreign competition by imposing tariffs, quotas,
or other restrictions on imports. Protectionism is a key feature of mercantilism and contrasts with free trade.

13. Quotas: Limits on the quantity of a particular good that can be imported or exported during a specific time period. Quotas are
used to protect domestic industries by restricting foreign competition.

14. Sanctions: Economic penalties or restrictions imposed by one country or a group of countries on another, typically to influence
political or economic behavior. Sanctions may limit trade, financial transactions, or access to resources.

15. Subsidies: Financial assistance provided by governments to domestic industries, aimed at reducing production costs and making
them more competitive in the global market. Subsidies are often used as part of protectionist policies.

16. Tariffs: Taxes or duties imposed on imported goods, used by governments to protect domestic industries from foreign
competition by making imports more expensive.
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9.2: International Political Economy Part B

International Trade and Trade Agreements

International trade refers to the exchange of goods, services, and capital across international borders, and it has been a central
driver of economic growth and globalization for centuries. Trade agreements between countries help facilitate the free flow of
goods by reducing barriers such as tariffs, quotas, and subsidies, creating a more integrated global market. Organizations like the
World Trade Organization (WTO) play a crucial role in regulating international trade and resolving disputes between nations.

Economic trade is a powerful tool of diplomacy, used by nations to foster cooperation, build alliances, and influence global
relations. By engaging in trade agreements and partnerships, countries can strengthen diplomatic ties, create mutual dependencies,
and promote stability. Trade can serve as an incentive for countries to maintain peaceful relations, as economic interdependence
makes conflict less desirable. Additionally, nations often use trade sanctions or embargoes as diplomatic tools to pressure other
countries into changing their policies or behaviors without resorting to military action. Through trade, countries not only pursue
economic benefits but also exert diplomatic influence, shaping global politics.

One of the most important examples of modern trade agreements is NAFTA (now the USMCA), which created a free trade zone
between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. This agreement allowed goods to move across borders with minimal restrictions, benefiting
industries that rely on cross-border supply chains, such as automotive manufacturing. Similarly, the European Union (EU) single
market has integrated the economies of its member states, allowing for the free movement of goods, services, capital, and people.

While trade agreements promote economic efficiency and growth, they can also be controversial. Some industries benefit more
than others, and domestic job losses in sectors like manufacturing have led to political opposition to free trade in countries like the
United States. This was seen when NAFTA was renegotiated into the USMCA due to concerns over job outsourcing to Mexico,
where labor is cheaper. While the new agreement introduced stronger labor protections, it did not eliminate concerns about the
impact of free trade on domestic industries.

Regional Trade Agreements

Regional trade agreements (RTAs) are deals between a group of countries that seek to reduce or eliminate barriers to trade among
themselves. These agreements often go beyond what global trade organizations can achieve, allowing for deeper economic
cooperation and integration within specific regions.

The European Union’s single market is the most prominent example of regional economic integration. By eliminating tariffs and
harmonizing regulations, EU member states have created a large, unified market that enables businesses to operate across borders
more efficiently. This has increased trade within Europe and made it easier for companies to scale their operations. Similarly, the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has created a free trade area, promoting trade among its member countries and
reducing their dependence on external markets.

While regional trade agreements have numerous benefits, they also create challenges for non-member countries. For example,
Brexit—the United Kingdom's exit from the EU—has led to significant trade disruptions between the UK and the remaining EU
members. British companies now face new tariffs and regulatory hurdles when exporting to Europe, making trade more expensive
and complex. This has been particularly challenging for sectors like agriculture and automotive manufacturing, where integrated
supply chains rely on frictionless trade across borders.

Regional agreements also sometimes face internal challenges. For instance, in ASEAN, member countries have varying levels of
economic development, which can lead to disagreements over trade policy and market access. While the region benefits from
increased trade, smaller or less developed countries may struggle to compete with wealthier nations, leading to uneven economic
gains.

International Financial Institutions and Global Governance

International financial institutions such as the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank play a critical role in
stabilizing the global economy and fostering development aid in poorer nations. These institutions provide financial assistance and
technical expertise to countries facing economic challenges, such as balance of payments crises, natural disasters, or

underdevelopment.
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The IMF was established to promote global monetary cooperation and financial stability by providing short-term loans to countries
in need. It helps countries stabilize their economies during periods of financial instability by offering financial support and
economic advice. For example, during the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, the IMF provided bailout packages to several European
countries, including Greece, Ireland, and Portugal, helping them recover from severe economic downturns and restoring confidence
in global financial markets.

The World Bank, by contrast, focuses on long-term development projects in areas such as infrastructure, education, and healthcare.
It provides financial assistance to developing countries to help reduce poverty and promote economic growth. For instance, the
World Bank has funded the construction of roads, schools, and healthcare facilities in sub-Saharan Africa, contributing to economic
development in some of the world’s poorest regions.

However, the role of these institutions is not without controversy. Critics argue that the conditions attached to IMF loans—such as
austerity measures and structural reforms—can sometimes exacerbate economic problems by reducing public spending on essential
services like healthcare and education. Similarly, while the World Bank’s projects aim to improve infrastructure and reduce poverty,
some have raised concerns about the environmental and social impacts of large-scale development projects.

Financial Crises and Economic Stability

Financial crises can have devastating effects on global economies, as seen during the 2008 Global Debt Crisis. The crisis, which
originated in the U.S. housing market, quickly spread to other parts of the world, leading to a sharp contraction in global trade,
rising unemployment, and a collapse in asset prices. Governments and central banks around the world implemented emergency
measures, such as bailouts and stimulus packages, to prevent a total collapse of the financial system.

One of the lessons learned from the 2008 crisis is the importance of maintaining strong regulatory frameworks to prevent financial
instability. In the aftermath of the crisis, countries introduced new regulations to improve the transparency and stability of financial
institutions. For example, the Dodd-Frank Act in the United States sought to prevent another financial meltdown by increasing
oversight of banks and financial markets.

The COVID-19 pandemic provided a different type of economic shock, with a sudden and severe impact on global supply chains,
consumer demand, and employment. COVID-19 was exasperated by globalization and the movement of people. Governments
responded by implementing large-scale stimulus packages, such as the CARES Act in the United States, which provided direct
financial support to individuals and businesses. These measures helped mitigate the economic fallout of the pandemic, although the
recovery has been uneven across different sectors and countries. Crises like these highlight the interconnectedness of the global
economy and the importance of swift, coordinated responses to economic shocks. The ability of governments and international
institutions to respond effectively can mean the difference between a short-term recession and a prolonged depression.

Globalization and Environmental Challenges

The rapid expansion of global trade and industrialization has had a significant impact on the environment. Climate change, resource
depletion, and pollution are some of the most pressing environmental challenges linked to economic growth. As globalization has
increased the movement of goods and services across borders, it has also placed immense pressure on the planet’s natural
resources.

One of the major environmental concerns is the rise in greenhouse gas emissions due to industrial production and transportation.
Countries with large manufacturing sectors, such as China and India, have experienced rapid economic growth but also face serious
environmental challenges as a result. For instance, China’s rapid industrialization has led to widespread air pollution, deforestation,
and the overuse of natural resources, prompting the government to introduce stricter environmental regulations and invest in
renewable energy.

The global response to climate change has been coordinated through international agreements such as the Paris Agreement, which
aims to limit global warming by reducing carbon emissions. Many countries are investing in green technologies like solar and wind
power to transition away from fossil fuels and create more sustainable economies. Efforts to balance economic growth with
environmental protection are often referred to as sustainable development. This approach seeks to ensure that economic progress
does not come at the expense of the environment. For example, the European Union has committed to reducing carbon emissions

by 55% by 2030 as part of its European Green Deal, a plan to make Europe the world’s first climate-neutral continent by 2050. The
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UN has Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - 17 global goals established in 2015 focused on achieving a better and more
sustainable future for all by the year 2030

Conclusion

Part B has explored the complexities of global trade, financial systems, and development in the international political economy. By
examining trade agreements, financial institutions, and responses to economic crises, this section highlights how interconnected the
global economy has become. As one considers these forces, it’s important to recognize the challenges and opportunities that
globalization, development, and environmental sustainability present for the future of international economics.

Vocabulary

1. Bailout: Financial assistance provided by governments or financial institutions to prevent the collapse of failing businesses or
economies.

2. Deforestation: The large-scale removal of forests, often to clear land for agriculture or development, leading to environmental
impacts such as habitat loss and increased carbon emissions.

3. Debt Crises: Situations in which governments are unable to pay their debts, leading to economic instability and requiring
external financial assistance or restructuring.

4. Development Aid: Financial assistance provided by wealthier countries or international organizations to help promote economic
development and improve living conditions in developing nations.

5. Dodd-Frank Act: A U.S. law passed in response to the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, aimed at increasing financial regulation
and preventing future economic crises by improving oversight of financial institutions.

6. Global Trade: The exchange of goods, services, and capital across international borders, promoting economic growth and
interdependence between nations.

7. Industrialization: The process by which countries transform from primarily agricultural economies to those based on
manufacturing and industry, often accompanied by urbanization and technological advancements.

8. NAFTA (now the USMCA): A regional trade agreement between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico, originally known as the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), now replaced by the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) to
promote trade by reducing tariffs and trade barriers.

9. Pollution: The introduction of harmful substances or products into the environment, causing damage to ecosystems, human
health, and the atmosphere.

10. Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs): Trade agreements between specific groups of countries aimed at reducing tariffs and trade
barriers within the region, fostering closer economic cooperation.

11. Renewable Energy: Energy sources that are naturally replenished, such as solar, wind, and hydropower, which are considered
environmentally sustainable alternatives to fossil fuels.

12. Resource Depletion: The consumption of natural resources faster than they can be replenished, often leading to scarcity and
environmental degradation.

13. Stimulus: Government spending or financial measures designed to stimulate economic growth, often used during periods of
economic recession to boost demand and employment.

14. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 17 global goals established by the United Nations in 2015, focused on achieving a
better and more sustainable future for all by addressing poverty, inequality, environmental sustainability, and other global
challenges by the year 2030.

Additional Resources
Barber, Benjamin R. 1996. Jihad vs. McWorld. New York, Ballantine Books

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce and Smith, Alastair. 2007. “Foreign Aid and Policy Concessions.” Journal of Conflict Resolution, Vol
51, No. 2: 251-584.

Friedman, Thomas L. 2000. The Lexus and the Olive Tree. New York, Anchor Books
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10.1: Introduction

Human rights form the bedrock of international relations by providing a framework that transcends borders, seeking to uphold
dignity, equality, and justice for every individual. The principles behind human rights have evolved significantly, shaping norms
that address complex global issues such as security, poverty, and humanitarian intervention. In this chapter, we will explore the
foundational aspects of human rights, the role of key international institutions, the impact of treaties and legal mechanisms, and the
challenges of enforcement. Additionally, we will discuss the ongoing debate surrounding universal vs. culturally relative human
rights, and examine the role of international aid in promoting human rights.
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10.2: Foundations of Human Rights

The concept of human rights is deeply rooted in the idea that every individual, by virtue of being human, possesses certain
inalienable rights. These rights are meant to protect individual dignity and prevent discrimination or abuse based on nationality,
race, religion, or social standing. Throughout history, different cultures and societies have recognized various forms of rights, but
the modern conception of universal human rights emerged post-World War II as a response to the atrocities of the war. This led to
the establishment of the United Nations and the creation of documents that would set an international standard for human rights

protection.
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10.3: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 1948, is one of the most
influential documents in the history of international relations. While not legally binding, the UDHR represents a milestone in
recognizing and affirming human rights globally. It lays out 30 articles detailing a wide range of rights, including the right to life,
liberty, security, education, and freedom from discrimination. These articles have become the foundation for subsequent human
rights treaties and national constitutions worldwide.

o Historical Significance: After witnessing the horrors of the Holocaust and other wartime atrocities, the global community
recognized the need for a shared framework to prevent future human rights abuses. The UDHR was drafted by representatives
from diverse cultural and legal backgrounds, reflecting a comprehensive effort to define human rights as a universal set of
standards.

e Core Principles: The UDHR emphasizes equality and non-discrimination, stating that all individuals are entitled to the same
rights and freedoms without distinction. It also asserts the indivisibility of rights, meaning civil, political, economic, social, and
cultural rights are interconnected and equally essential to human dignity. This holistic approach has influenced subsequent
treaties, such as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).

o Influence on Modern Human Rights Law: Many countries have incorporated UDHR principles into their own legal systems,
and the document has inspired numerous international treaties, conventions, and resolutions. Its influence is seen in the drafting
of the European Convention on Human Rights, the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, and the Inter-American
Convention on Human Rights, among others. The UDHR also serves as a moral guideline for states, with international
organizations and civil society groups frequently referencing its principles in cases of human rights violations. Despite being
non-binding, its moral authority and symbolic power make it a cornerstone of international human rights.
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10.4: International Institutions Protecting Human Rights

Several international institutions play pivotal roles in promoting and protecting human rights worldwide. These institutions,
primarily within the United Nations system, facilitate cooperation among states, offer platforms for negotiation and conflict
resolution, and provide mechanisms for enforcing human rights laws.

« Geneva Convention: The Geneva Conventions, established between 1864 and 1949, are foundational treaties in international
humanitarian law aimed at protecting individuals who are not participating in hostilities, such as civilians, wounded soldiers,
and prisoners of war. Comprised of four treaties and three additional protocols, the Geneva Conventions are legally binding on
all United Nations member states and have been ratified by almost every country globally, making them some of the most
universally accepted international laws.

o The first convention was introduced to provide care for wounded soldiers, while later conventions expanded these
protections to naval forces, prisoners of war, and civilians. The Fourth Geneva Convention, adopted in 1949 in response to
the atrocities of World War 11, specifically outlines the protections for civilians in occupied territories, prohibiting acts such
as torture, inhumane treatment, and displacement of populations.

o The Geneva Conventions have evolved to address the complexities of modern warfare through additional protocols, which
set guidelines for the treatment of non-combatants in conflicts involving state and non-state actors. However, challenges
persist in enforcing these conventions, particularly when powerful states or non-state actors fail to comply.

o United Nations (UN): The UN remains at the heart of international human rights efforts, with multiple organs addressing
various aspects of human rights:

o General Assembly and Security Council: Serve as platforms for discussing and addressing human rights issues and, in some
cases, authorizing interventions to prevent severe abuses.

o International Criminal Court (ICC): Established by the Rome Statute, the ICC prosecutes individuals accused of serious
crimes, such as genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. Its creation marked a significant step toward holding
individuals accountable on an international scale.

o Human Rights Council (UNHRC): Monitors and addresses human rights issues across the globe, implementing mechanisms
like the Universal Periodic Review to assess and improve human rights practices in all member states.

¢ Regional Human Rights Bodies: Beyond the UN, regional organizations enforce human rights within specific geographic
areas, often with tailored approaches to address regional issues.

o European Court of Human Rights (ECHR): Enforces the European Convention on Human Rights, setting precedents that
influence regional and national human rights standards.

o Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights: Address human
rights violations in the Americas and Africa, respectively, applying regional legal frameworks to protect and promote rights

within these regions.
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10.5: Key Human Rights Concepts and Issues

o State Sovereignty vs. Human Rights Obligations: Traditional international relations theory places a strong emphasis on state
sovereignty, allowing states to govern without external interference. However, when severe human rights abuses occur, the
international community often faces the ethical question of whether to intervene. The Responsibility to Protect (R2P) doctrine
emerged in response, asserting that states have a duty to protect their citizens from atrocities and, if they fail, the international
community has a mandate to intervene.

o Universalism vs. Cultural Relativism: The UDHR espouses the universality of human rights, arguing that these rights apply
to all individuals, regardless of cultural context. However, critics argue that some human rights reflect Western ideals and may
not align with certain cultural practices or values. This debate is central to human rights discussions, as proponents of cultural
relativism argue for context-based interpretations of rights, while universalists insist on the inalienable nature of human rights.

o Global Justice and Human Rights: Global justice theories contend that human rights should address not only civil and
political freedoms but also structural inequalities. Scholars like Thomas Pogge argue that global inequalities perpetuate poverty,
and human rights frameworks should be expanded to address economic injustice. By addressing these disparities, international
relations can foster a fairer and more just global society.
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10.6: Enforcement of Human Rights

One of the primary challenges in international human rights is the lack of centralized enforcement mechanisms. Unlike domestic
law, international law relies heavily on state cooperation and consent, making enforcement inconsistent.

o Limitations of the International Criminal Court (ICC): The ICC prosecutes individuals for crimes like genocide and war
crimes, but its reach is limited to countries that have ratified the Rome Statute. Major powers, such as the United States, China,
and Russia, have not ratified the Statute, limiting the court’s jurisdiction. Consequently, enforcement often depends on the
political will of individual states.

o Selective Enforcement: Political considerations frequently influence enforcement. Powerful states may evade scrutiny, while
weaker or less politically connected nations face harsher consequences. For instance, despite widespread documentation of
abuses in Myanmar against the Rohingya people, international intervention has been limited, highlighting the inconsistency in
enforcing human rights standards.
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10.7: International Aid and Human Rights

Aid is a critical tool in advancing human rights, particularly in supporting economic, social, and cultural rights by addressing issues
like poverty, education, and healthcare. However, aid programs are complex, and their impact on human rights varies widely based

on implementation and oversight.

o Types of Aid:

o Bilateral Aid: Direct assistance from one country to another, which may include humanitarian aid, military aid, or
development funding. Bilateral aid often comes with conditions, which can both help and hinder the recipient country.

o Multilateral Aid: Distributed through international organizations, such as the United Nations, World Bank, and International
Monetary Fund (IMF), allowing for coordinated responses to global challenges, such as health crises and extreme poverty.

o Controversies and Challenges: Aid can be instrumental in lifting communities out of poverty, enhancing healthcare, and
promoting human rights. However, conditionalities imposed by organizations like the IMF or World Bank may sometimes
undermine local priorities. Requirements for structural adjustments, such as privatizing public services, can have mixed results,
sometimes exacerbating inequalities or reducing access to essential resources.

o Effectiveness of Aid: Aid effectiveness is often tied to proper planning and understanding of local needs. For instance, official
development assistance (ODA) has had positive outcomes in areas like primary education and healthcare, particularly in regions
where local infrastructure supports aid distribution. However, cases where aid is mismanaged or diverted for political purposes

underscore the importance of transparency and accountability in aid programs.
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10.8: Conclusion

Conclusion

Human rights continue to shape the landscape of international relations, reflecting a global commitment to uphold dignity and
justice. Although enforcement remains inconsistent, the principles enshrined in the UDHR and other international treaties set a
standard that transcends borders and cultures. As human rights issues evolve, so too must the frameworks and mechanisms through
which they are upheld, with a particular focus on addressing global inequalities and supporting sustainable development.

Vocabulary
1. Civilians: Non-combatant individuals who are protected under international law from being targeted in armed conflicts.
2. Conditionalities: Requirements imposed on a country receiving aid, often by international organizations, which may mandate
policy changes or reforms.
3. Cultural Relativism: The belief that human rights and values should be interpreted within the context of a specific culture, rather
than universally applied.
4. Culture: The collective customs, social behaviors, beliefs, and practices of a particular society or group.
5. Discrimination: Unjust or prejudicial treatment of individuals based on characteristics like race, gender, religion, or nationality.
6. Education: The process of facilitating learning, often viewed as a fundamental right that promotes individual empowerment and
development.
7. Equality: The principle that all individuals deserve the same rights and opportunities, without discrimination or bias.
8. General Assembly: A key UN body comprising all member states, responsible for policy discussion, international cooperation,
and addressing global issues, including human rights.
9. Human Rights Council (UNHRC): A United Nations body responsible for promoting and protecting human rights globally,
often through resolutions and reviews of member states.
10. Inalienable Rights: Fundamental rights that every individual inherently possesses, which cannot be taken away or denied.
11. Indivisibility of Rights: The concept that human rights are interconnected and must be treated equally, as the enjoyment of one
right often depends on others.
12. Individual Dignity: The inherent worth and respect owed to every individual, forming the basis for all human rights.
13. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR): A treaty committing its parties to uphold civil and political rights,
such as freedom of speech and the right to a fair trial.
14. International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR): A treaty focused on protecting economic, social,
and cultural rights, including rights to work, health, and education.
15. Liberty: The state of being free within society, with rights protected from arbitrary restrictions and abuses.
16. Life: The inherent right of every individual to exist, protected by human rights frameworks against unlawful deprivation.
17. Official Development Assistance (ODA): Financial aid provided by developed countries to support economic, social, and
humanitarian development in lower-income nations.
18. Prisoners of War: Members of armed forces captured during conflict, protected under the Geneva Conventions from
mistreatment and entitled to humane treatment.
19. Security: Protection from threats to personal safety, often regarded as a fundamental human right within the context of human
rights law.
20. Security Council: A principal organ of the United Nations responsible for maintaining international peace and security, with the
authority to take enforcement action.
21. State Cooperation and Consent: A principle in international law whereby states agree voluntarily to abide by treaties and norms,
crucial for the enforcement of human rights.
22. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): A foundational document adopted by the UN in 1948, outlining the basic
rights and freedoms entitled to all people worldwide.
23. Universalism: The belief that human rights apply universally, transcending cultural, religious, and national differences to protect
all individuals globally.
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11.1: Introduction

The environment plays a central role in international relations, where complex challenges like climate change, pollution, and
resource scarcity demand cooperation across borders. This chapter explores the key environmental issues in international relations,
including public goods, collective action problems, and the role of international agreements and theories like Green Theory.
Through these concepts, we examine how global governance structures attempt to address environmental challenges that transcend

national borders.
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11.2: Environmental Issues Affecting International Relations
Environmental issues impact international relations in complex ways, driving both cooperation and conflict. Key issues include:

1. Carbon Emissions: Carbon emissions are a primary driver of climate change, largely produced by industrialized countries
through fossil fuel consumption. These emissions affect global temperatures, weather patterns, and ocean acidity, impacting all
nations. However, disagreements arise as developed countries—historically responsible for the largest share of emissions—face
pressure to reduce their outputs, while developing nations seek leeway to grow economically.

2. Resource Scarcity and Access: Natural resources like water, minerals, and fossil fuels are essential for economic stability, but
resource scarcity often fuels tensions. For instance, water scarcity in regions such as the Middle East has led to disputes over
transboundary rivers and water rights, sometimes intensifying regional conflicts. Access to resources like rare minerals also
influences geopolitical strategies, as countries strive to secure materials critical for technology and defense, affecting alliances
and trade policies.

3. Food Security: Climate change threatens global food production and distribution, increasing risks of famine, malnutrition, and
food scarcity, particularly affecting vulnerable regions. The impacts on agriculture due to changing weather patterns and
extreme climate events can lead to decreased crop yields and heightened food insecurity globally.

4. Pollution and Health Impacts: Pollution, particularly air and water contamination, has international consequences, as
pollutants can cross borders and affect neighboring countries. Issues like industrial emissions, plastic pollution, and toxic waste
disposal have led to disputes and calls for stricter international regulations. Health impacts related to pollution, such as
respiratory illnesses, further strain relations, as affected countries demand accountability from major polluters.

5. Climate-Related Disease Spread: Rising temperatures and changing weather patterns due to carbon emissions have expanded
habitats for disease-carrying insects, such as mosquitoes, which spread illnesses like malaria, dengue, and the Zika virus. These
diseases, once confined to tropical regions, are now appearing in more temperate areas, placing new populations at risk. This
shift in disease geography strains healthcare systems and increases public health costs, often in countries with limited resources
to combat these diseases.

6. Biodiversity Loss: Biodiversity is essential for ecosystem health, yet habitat destruction, deforestation, and poaching are
causing rapid species loss. Countries rich in biodiversity, often in the Global South, face pressure to preserve ecosystems while
balancing economic development. International agreements, like the Convention on Biological Diversity, aim to protect
biodiversity, but differing priorities between economically powerful nations and developing countries can complicate these
efforts.

Agrobiodiversity, the variety of plants, animals, and microorganisms used in agriculture, is declining as modern farming
practices increasingly favor monocultures—Iarge-scale cultivation of a single crop—over diverse crop rotations, reducing
genetic diversity and making ecosystems more vulnerable to pests, diseases, and climate change.

7. Ocean and Marine Conservation: Oceans are common global resources that support biodiversity and provide economic value
through fishing and tourism. Overfishing, plastic pollution, and coral reef degradation have become major concerns, affecting
international relations among coastal nations and major fishing powers. Efforts like the United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) seek to establish guidelines for maritime resource use, yet disagreements remain over exclusive
economic zones and deep-sea mining rights.

These issues reveal the interconnectedness of environmental health and political stability, demonstrating that international relations
must increasingly address ecological concerns to achieve sustainable cooperation and development.
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11.3: Public Goods and the Collective Action Problem

Environmental public goods—resources like clean air and stable climate—are non-rivalrous and non-excludable, meaning
everyone benefits from them, regardless of individual contribution. The preservation of these goods often encounters the collective
action problem, where states have incentives to benefit from others’ efforts without actively contributing. This "free-rider" behavior
is particularly problematic in global issues like climate change, where the actions of a few major polluters can affect everyone. For
instance, carbon emissions from large industrial nations impact the global climate, affecting states that may not contribute as

heavily to emissions.
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11.4: The Tragedy of the Commons and Common Pool Resources

The concept of the tragedy of the commons was introduced by ecologist Garrett Hardin in his 1968 article, which describes how
individual actions driven by self-interest can lead to the depletion of shared resources. Hardin illustrates this with the example of a
common pasture shared by multiple herders, each incentivized to add more cattle to maximize personal gain. As each herder acts in
their own interest, the pasture becomes overgrazed, eventually harming all herders by degrading the resource they depend on. This
dilemma highlights the difficulty of managing shared resources when individual benefits come at a collective cost, making it a
fundamental issue in environmental policy and international relations.

While Hardin’s tragedy of the commons implies that shared resources are inevitably doomed to overuse, political scientist Elinor
Ostrom challenged this view with her 1990 work, Governing the Commons. Ostrom argued that communities could effectively
manage common resources through cooperative governance rather than government control or privatization. Based on extensive
field research, she identified successful examples where local communities created rules and norms for resource management,
demonstrating that people could self-organize to prevent resource depletion. Ostrom outlined design principles for effective
management of common resources, including:

1. Clearly defined boundaries: Community members need to know who has access to the resource and understand its limits.

2. Collective decision-making: Resource users participate in setting and enforcing rules.

3. Monitoring and enforcement: Local monitors ensure compliance, deterring overuse through shared accountability.

4. Conflict-resolution mechanisms: Quick, low-cost avenues for resolving disputes among users prevent tensions from
escalating.

5. Recognition of community authority: External authorities respect the community’s self-established rules.

Ostrom’s findings contradicted Hardin’s assumption that individuals would inevitably act selfishly, suggesting instead that
communities could manage resources sustainably. Her work offered a cooperative framework for addressing global environmental
issues, showing that grassroots governance structures could complement international agreements in safeguarding the global
commons.
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11.5: Key Theories in Environmental Politics
o Green Theory:

o Ecocentrism vs. Anthropocentrism: Green Theory emphasizes ecocentrism, valuing ecosystems and nature for their intrinsic
worth, not just their utility to humans (anthropocentrism). This approach challenges traditional political theories, which
often prioritize human-centered goals.

o Holistic Environmentalism: Green Theory views environmental issues as interconnected, urging solutions beyond state-
centric models. It advocates for global solutions based on ecological boundaries rather than political borders, often
promoting decentralized governance like bioregionalism, where ecological regions form the basis for political organization.

« Political Ecology:

o Political Ecology examines the relationships between environmental issues and social inequalities, emphasizing how
political and economic systems contribute to environmental degradation and disproportionately affect marginalized
communities. It critiques the power structures and policies that lead to environmental injustices, advocating for equitable
and sustainable management of resources that takes local and indigenous knowledge into account.

o Critique of Traditional Political Economy: Political ecology examines the environmental impacts of economic practices,
critiquing the growth-dependent global economy for its unsustainable exploitation of natural resources. It proposes a shift
towards ecological sustainability by adjusting consumption and production patterns to account for environmental limits.

o Intergenerational Justice: The moral responsibility to protect future generations from the severe consequences of climate
change. Policies should consider the long-term impacts on future populations. Climate strategies should avoid short-term
thinking and instead focus on sustainable solutions to prevent lasting damage to the environment and future human welfare.

o Sustainable Development:
o Emerging from the Brundtland Report, sustainable development emphasizes meeting current needs without compromising
the ability of future generations to meet theirs. This principle is often integrated into policies addressing environmental,

social, and economic factors simultaneously. This theory is sometimes criticized for potentially enabling “greenwashing”
and for difficulties balancing economic interests with true ecological sustainability.

11.5: Key Theories in Environmental Politics is shared under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291465



https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291465?pdf
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/11%3A_The_Environment_in_International_Relations/11.05%3A_Key_Theories_in_Environmental_Politics
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/11%3A_The_Environment_in_International_Relations/11.05%3A_Key_Theories_in_Environmental_Politics
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

LibreTexts"

11.6: Approaches to Addressing Climate Change

o Mitigation: Efforts to reduce or prevent greenhouse gas emissions to stabilize atmospheric CO2 levels. This is often viewed as
essential for intergenerational justice, as it helps prevent severe climate impacts for future generations.

o Adaptation: Adjusting infrastructure, agriculture, and other systems to reduce vulnerability to the effects of climate change.
This approach is vital for protecting communities currently affected and increasing resilience to future climate threats.

o Geo-engineering: Technological interventions designed to alter Earth's climate, such as solar radiation management or carbon
dioxide removal. Geo-engineering poses ethical concerns and risks that Moellendorf argues must be carefully weighed against
its potential to reduce harm.

o Benefits:

= Potentially rapid reduction of global temperatures.
= Can complement mitigation and adaptation efforts, especially if emissions targets are not met in time.
o Risks:

= Unpredictable ecological impacts: Geo-engineering can alter weather patterns, potentially harming ecosystems.

= Moral hazard: Relying on geo-engineering might reduce incentives for emission reductions.

= Equity concerns: Certain regions or communities could be disproportionately affected, raising questions of fairness.

= Governance and accountability: Geo-engineering efforts would require international cooperation and strict oversight to
avoid misuse or unintended consequences.
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11.7: Principles of Payment Responsibility

Darrel Moellendorf explores different principles that could guide which entities or nations should bear the costs of climate change
mitigation and adaptation:

o Ability-to-Pay Principle: Suggests that wealthier nations or groups should contribute more since they have the resources to do
so. This is considered more equitable and feasible than alternatives.

o Polluter-Pays Principle: Argues that those who have historically contributed the most emissions (e.g., industrialized nations)
should be primarily responsible for the costs. However, this can be complicated to enforce over time and across regions.

o Beneficiary-Pays Principle: Implies that those who have benefited from activities causing climate change should bear the
costs of addressing it. This is often harder to assess accurately, as it involves extensive historical analysis and economic
valuation.

Moellendorf ultimately favors the Ability-to-Pay Principle over the other two, as it offers a practical approach to achieving climate

justice without necessitating extensive historical accountability.
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11.8: Global Environmental Governance and Major Agreements

Global environmental governance has evolved through international megaconferences and environmental agreements, setting
frameworks and standards for cooperation on pressing ecological issues. These events and agreements illustrate the ongoing
challenge of balancing environmental protection, economic growth, and state sovereignty, marking significant milestones in

international environmental policy:

o 1972 Stockholm Conference: The first major international dialogue on environmental issues, leading to the creation of the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), which has since been a central body in coordinating environmental action
and policy.

¢ 1987 Brundtland Report: Introduced the concept of sustainable development, integrating economic, environmental, and social
goals, with a focus on intergenerational equity—preserving resources for future generations.

e 1992 Earth Summit in Rio: This summit promoted sustainable development and established the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), which laid the groundwork for future climate agreements.

e 1997 Kyoto Protocol: A legally binding commitment for industrialized countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Despite
its pioneering approach, it faced limitations due to major countries like the United States not participating.

o 1998 Aarhus Convention: Focused on public access to environmental information and environmental justice, empowering
citizens to hold states and corporations accountable for their environmental impact.

e 2015 Paris Agreement: Established more flexible, self-set targets (Nationally Determined Contributions, or NDCs) to limit
global warming, marking a new phase in climate cooperation by involving both developed and developing nations. The
agreement saw commitments from major polluters, including the U.S. and China, enhancing its impact and scope. In 2020, the
US became the first nation in the world to formally withdraw from the Paris climate agreement.

These conferences and agreements collectively highlight the evolution of global environmental governance, from setting early
principles to establishing legally binding frameworks. They demonstrate both the successes in global cooperation and the
challenges, as implementation often relies on voluntary state compliance and faces resistance due to economic interests. Together,
they reflect the growing recognition of environmental protection as essential to sustainable international relations.
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11.9: Challenges in Environmental Policy and Cooperation

o State Sovereignty vs. Global Responsibility: Environmental issues require cross-border cooperation, which can conflict with
state sovereignty. Many states hesitate to relinquish control over their environmental policies, even in the face of pressing global
challenges. The Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement highlight this tension, where states negotiate commitments while
trying to preserve their national interests.

o Discounting and Short-Termism: Political leaders and policymakers often favor short-term economic gains over long-term
environmental benefits, a phenomenon known as discounting. The immediate costs of environmental action are weighed against
future benefits, creating reluctance to enact policies that may not yield tangible results within electoral cycles.

o Asymmetric Power: Environmental issues reveal asymmetries, as smaller countries are highly susceptible to climate impacts
but wield little power to drive global change. Often excluded from major decision-making, these nations must endure policies
decided by larger powers without equal input. This imbalance leaves vulnerable countries affected first, yet least able to
influence solutions.

o The Need for a Global Environmental Organization: Some scholars advocate for a centralized global environmental
organization to enforce and monitor environmental agreements. Although the UNEP plays a role, it lacks the authority and
resources to mandate compliance effectively. Proposals for a global environmental body suggest a more unified approach to
address large-scale issues like climate change, biodiversity loss, and pollution.

11.9: Challenges in Environmental Policy and Cooperation is shared under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
LibreTexts.

https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291469


https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/@go/page/291469?pdf
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/11%3A_The_Environment_in_International_Relations/11.09%3A_Challenges_in_Environmental_Policy_and_Cooperation
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Political_Science_and_Civics/International_Relations_-_Introduction_Essentials_(Kirkham)/11%3A_The_Environment_in_International_Relations/11.09%3A_Challenges_in_Environmental_Policy_and_Cooperation
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

LibreTexts"

11.10: Conclusion

Conclusion

Environmental issues are inherently international, as pollution, climate change, and resource depletion ignore political boundaries.
Addressing these challenges requires balancing national interests with global responsibilities, guided by theories like Green Theory
and practical efforts through international agreements. While the international community has made progress through conferences,
treaties, and theoretical frameworks, the path to effective global environmental governance demands continued cooperation and
innovation, prioritizing the environment as an integral part of international relations.

Vocabulary
1. Ability-to-Pay Principle: A principle suggesting that wealthier nations or groups should contribute more to climate action, as
they have greater financial resources.
2. Adaptation: Adjusting infrastructure, agriculture, and other systems to reduce vulnerability to the effects of climate change.
3. Agrobiodiversity: The variety of plants, animals, and microorganisms used in agriculture; often reduced by monoculture
farming, which limits genetic diversity.
4. Anthropocentrism: The viewpoint that nature has value primarily for its utility to humans, often contrasted with ecocentrism.
5. Aarhus Convention: A 1998 international treaty promoting public access to environmental information and empowering citizens
to hold states and corporations accountable for environmental impact.
6. Biodiversity: The diversity of plant and animal species within ecosystems, crucial for ecological health and resilience.
7. Beneficiary-Pays Principle: The idea that those who benefit from actions that cause climate change should bear the costs of
addressing its effects.
8. Brundtland Report: A 1987 report that introduced the concept of sustainable development, advocating for economic growth that
considers environmental and social equity.
9. Carbon Emissions: Release of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, largely from fossil fuels, which contributes significantly to
climate change.
10. Climate Change: Long-term shifts in temperatures and weather patterns, mainly caused by human activities like burning fossil
fuels and deforestation.
11. Collective Action Problem: A situation in which individuals or states have incentives to benefit from others’ efforts to solve a
problem without contributing themselves.
12. Collective Decision-Making: A process where multiple stakeholders or community members participate in setting and enforcing
resource management rules.
13. Ecocentrism: The belief that ecosystems and nature have intrinsic value beyond their usefulness to humans.
14. Environment: The natural world, including air, water, and land, which provides essential resources and sustains life.
15. Free-rider: An individual or state that benefits from collective efforts without contributing to them, often a problem in global
climate initiatives.
16. Geo-engineering: Technological interventions, such as solar radiation management or carbon dioxide removal, aimed at altering
the Earth’s climate.
17. Global Responsibility: The concept that addressing environmental issues, like climate change, is a shared responsibility among
all nations, especially given its global impacts.
18. Green Theory: An environmental political theory that emphasizes the intrinsic value of nature and advocates for governance
based on ecological rather than political boundaries.
19. Greenwashing: The practice of presenting an organization’s environmental actions as more substantial than they are, often for
marketing purposes.
20. Governing the Commons: A 1990 work by Elinor Ostrom that outlines how communities can manage shared resources
sustainably through cooperative governance.
21. Holistic Environmentalism: A perspective in Green Theory that sees environmental issues as interconnected with social,
political, and economic factors, requiring global solutions.
22. Intergenerational Justice: The ethical consideration that current climate policies should protect the rights and welfare of future
generations.
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23. Kyoto Protocol: A 1997 international treaty committing industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, though it
faced challenges in participation and enforcement.

24. Megaconferences: Large international conferences, such as the Earth Summit, which address global environmental challenges
and establish frameworks for cooperation.

25. Mitigation: Efforts to reduce or prevent greenhouse gas emissions to slow down climate change.

26. Natural Resources: Raw materials like water, minerals, and fossil fuels that are essential for economic stability and
development.

27. Paris Agreement: A 2015 international agreement aiming to limit global temperature rise by encouraging countries to set self-
determined emissions reduction targets.

28. Political Ecology: A theory that examines the relationships between environmental issues and social inequalities, focusing on
how political and economic systems drive environmental degradation.

29. Polluter-Pays Principle: A principle that holds those historically responsible for pollution accountable for the costs of mitigating
its effects.

30. Public Goods: Resources like clean air or stable climate that are accessible to all and cannot be easily restricted, yet are often
vulnerable to overuse.

31. Sustainable Development: Development that meets current needs without compromising future generations' ability to meet
theirs, balancing economic, social, and environmental goals.

32. Tragedy of the Commons: A concept describing the overuse of shared resources, like fisheries or forests, due to individual
incentives to maximize personal gain, leading to resource depletion.

33. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP): Established at the 1972 Stockholm Conference, UNEP coordinates global
environmental action and policy efforts.
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12.1: Introduction

Core Elements of the Logic of International Relations

Logic of the Past
Anthropocentrism

National Sovereignty
Primacy of National Interest
Great Power Dominance
Internationalism

Reliance on Multilateral Institutions and Large Bureaucracies
Negative Peace Through Military Strength

Zero-Sum Thinking, Blocs, and Alignment
Strategic Narcissism

Imperialism, Racism, and Patriarchy
Neo-Liberal Economics

Embrace of New Technologies Without Restraint

Logic of the Future

Respect for the Full Community of Life

Collaborative Sovereignty and Human Sovereignty

Focus on the Global Commons

Equitable Distribution of Power

Internationalism Consistently Upheld

A Diverse Ecosystem of Institutions, Networks, and Processes

Positive Peace Through Inclusive Diplomacy, Equitable
Development, and Military Capacity

Positive-Sum Solutions and Variable Alignment
Strategic Empathy

Equity and Cosmopolitanism

Economics of Human and Planetary Wellbeing

Selectivity, Global Norms, and Regulation

Table recreated from Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 2024. “A Logic for the Future”

As the world transitions into the mid-21st century, the field of International Relations faces profound transformations. Challenges

such as climate change, technological disruption, and shifting geopolitical power are converging, demanding new approaches to

global governance. This chapter explores how states, non-state actors, and institutions must adapt to navigate these changes,

focusing on pivotal themes that will define the future of IR.
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12.2: Shifting Global Governance Models

The frameworks that have governed international relations since the mid-20th century are increasingly inadequate. Traditional
multilateralism, exemplified by institutions like the United Nations, struggles to address modern transnational challenges. Global
issues such as climate change, pandemics, and digital security require collaborative approaches that transcend state-centric models.

New governance models are emerging to address these gaps:

o From Great Power Dominance to Multipolarity: The post-Cold War unipolar system is giving way to a more contested
multipolar world. Middle powers and non-state actors play a larger role in shaping global agendas. A dynamic network of state
and non-state actors—including NGOs, private corporations, and local governments—working collaboratively to solve global
challenges.

o Collaborative Sovereignty: Regional frameworks such as the European Union exemplify the benefits of pooling sovereignty to
manage shared challenges like trade, migration, and environmental policy.

e Mini-Lateralism: Smaller coalitions of like-minded states and actors tackle specific issues, such as regional security or climate
resilience, with greater efficiency.

While these approaches bring promise, they also highlight the tension between state sovereignty and collective action—a balance
that will shape the future of global governance.
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12.3: Technological Innovation and Geopolitics

Technological advancements are not only reshaping societies but also redefining global power dynamics. Artificial intelligence,
biotechnology, and cyber capabilities are at the forefront of this transformation, offering significant opportunities while presenting
profound risks. The way states and non-state actors manage these technologies will determine the trajectory of global stability.

Key Developments in Technology
o Artificial Intelligence and Automation: Al-driven decision-making is revolutionizing industries, economies, and military
strategy. Its application in governance and diplomacy has the potential to enhance efficiency, but it also introduces challenges:

o Economic Disruption: Al threatens to displace jobs in manufacturing, logistics, and customer service, requiring workforce
adaptation and global efforts to address inequality.

o Autonomous Weapons: Al-powered military systems are altering the nature of warfare. These tools promise precision and
reduced human risk but raise ethical questions about accountability and the risks of escalation.

o Cybersecurity Threats: Cyberattacks targeting critical infrastructure, elections, and financial systems have become central to
inter-state competition. Emerging technologies like quantum computing could render current encryption methods obsolete,
exposing sensitive systems to unprecedented risks. The absence of universal norms governing cyberspace amplifies these risks:
o State-Sponsored Attacks: Nations increasingly use cyber tools for espionage, sabotage, and strategic advantage, fueling

tensions.
o Non-State Actors: Hackers, cybercriminals, and terrorist groups exploit vulnerabilities for profit or disruption, complicating
defense strategies.

o Private Sector Leadership: Corporations such as Google, SpaceX, and Huawei play pivotal roles in shaping global innovation
and infrastructure. The private sector leads in AI and cybersecurity advancements, often outpacing government capabilities.
Issues like data privacy, misinformation, and algorithmic bias highlight the need for stronger regulations, oversight, and
accountability. Their influence requires careful management to ensure ethical and equitable outcomes. Yet, there is also an
opportunity for public-private partnerships. Collaboration between governments and companies is essential to address shared
challenges like cybercrime and data security.

12.3: Technological Innovation and Geopolitics is shared under a CC BY-NC 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
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12.4: Climate Change and Sustainability

Climate change is a defining challenge of the 21st century, reshaping international relations and demanding urgent action. Rising
global temperatures, extreme weather events, and biodiversity loss are not only environmental issues but also economic, security,
and humanitarian concerns. How states and non-state actors respond to these challenges will shape the future of global stability.

Key Developments in Climate Change and Sustainability
¢ Global Crisis of Biodiversity and Resources: Climate change exacerbates the degradation of ecosystems and the depletion of
natural resources, presenting existential threats to both human and planetary health:

o Biodiversity Loss: Accelerated species extinction disrupts ecosystems, threatening food security, clean water, and resilience
to climate change.

o Resource Scarcity: Diminishing access to critical resources such as freshwater intensifies competition among nations and
regions, increasing the likelihood of conflict.

o Diverting Resources: Continued climate change will force states to rethink their resource distribution as they will have to
divert funds into mitigation, adaptation, and geoengineering.

¢ Localized Innovations and Green Geopolitics: While global frameworks are critical, many successful climate solutions begin
at local levels and influence broader strategies:

o Localized Solutions: Cities and regional governments adopt renewable energy systems, sustainable urban planning, and
conservation programs. These innovations often scale to national and global initiatives.

o Green Geopolitics: Countries leading in clean technologies like solar energy and electric vehicles gain geopolitical
influence, creating new dynamics in trade and diplomacy.

o New Metrics for Success: Traditional economic models focusing on GDP growth are increasingly inadequate for addressing
sustainability challenges:

o Integrating Sustainability: Economic systems must prioritize environmental health and societal well-being, redefining
success to include equity, carbon neutrality, and ecosystem preservation.

o Global Cooperation: Initiatives like carbon markets and international climate financing aim to ensure that both developed
and developing nations can transition to sustainable practices.
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12.5: International Norms in Flux

International norms, the backbone of global governance, are under significant pressure as geopolitical tensions rise and states
diverge on fundamental principles. Human rights norms, once championed as universal, are increasingly contested. Authoritarian
powers emphasize sovereignty and non-interference, challenging individual freedoms. At the same time, democratic nations face
internal polarization, weakening their ability to lead on human rights. Issues such as migration, refugee protections, and pluralism
now spark debates within democracies, reflecting resistance to principles once considered core values.

As multilateralism struggles, new patterns of norm development emerge. Regional organizations and coalitions of smaller states
advance standards in areas like data privacy and climate change, while NGOs and private companies push for environmental
protections and corporate accountability. These localized and issue-specific efforts highlight growing diversity in norm-setting but
also expose the challenges of achieving global cohesion.

To address this fragmentation, innovative governance structures are gaining attention. Expanding sovereignty to include shared
responsibility for global issues, increasing representation of the Global South, and broadening norms to encompass the rights of
nature and future generations are among the proposed solutions. Balancing traditional principles with evolving frameworks will be
essential to ensuring that international norms remain relevant and resilient.

Outlook for International Norm Compliance

Norms at Highest Risk of

Weakening Compliance Norms in Early Development
Globally

Norms with the Strongest Norms with Disparate
Compliance Globally Acceptance Across Regions

Contravened by at least one Not formally codified or widely

Broadly accepted by states; Disparate acceptance across .
Y P y P P major power; stalled or agreed; future  agreement

violations widely condemned different regions o .
curtailed implementation unclear
e Prohibition of genocide e Freedom of navigation e Arms control and
e Prohibition of torture e National sovereignty nonproliferation
o International criminal o Intellectual property rights ¢ Civil and political human ¢ Biotechnology
accountability for mass e Digital privacy rights o Artificial intelligence
atrocities o LGBTQ protections o Responsibility to protect e Cybersecurity and conflict
¢ Right of self-defense e Environmental protections o Refugee rights e Arctic access and resource
e Prohibition against child e Conduct in armed conflicts e Women’s rights and extraction
soldiers e Prohibition of military reproductive rights e Lethal autonomous weapons
e Space traffic management coups ¢ Open commerce
and satellite deorbiting e Child marriage e Democratic governance

Table recreated from Office of the Director of National Intelligence. 2021. “Global Trends 2040.”
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12.6: The Future of Economic Interdependence

Global economic interdependence is being redefined as states adapt to rising protectionism and shifting trade dynamics. While
globalization continues, it is increasingly fragmented along regional and ideological lines.

Key Trends in Economic Relations

o Selective Cooperation: Economic partnerships are becoming more focused and strategic, such as regional trade agreements
that prioritize shared interests over broad multilateral frameworks.

o Technological Decoupling: The strategic rivalry between the United States and China is driving a decoupling in sectors like
semiconductors and green technology, creating parallel economic ecosystems.

o Equitable Trade Models: There is a growing emphasis on "fair trade" practices that protect workers, ensure environmental
sustainability, and address global inequalities.

The evolution of economic interdependence reflects the broader tensions between globalization and national priorities, requiring
innovative approaches to balance these competing forces.
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12.7: Conclusion

Conclusion

The future of international relations will be shaped by how effectively the global community responds to emerging challenges and
opportunities. Themes such as governance reform, technological innovation, sustainability, shifting power dynamics, and normative
evolution underscore the need for bold, inclusive, and adaptive approaches. By reimagining traditional frameworks and embracing
collaborative solutions, the international system can navigate the complexities of the 21st century and build a more equitable and
resilient global order.

Vocabulary

1. Artificial Intelligence (AI): The development of computer systems capable of performing tasks that typically require human
intelligence, such as decision-making, language understanding, and pattern recognition.

2. Autonomous Weapons: Weapons systems that can identify, target, and engage adversaries without human intervention, often
powered by artificial intelligence.

3. Collaborative Sovereignty: A governance approach where states share aspects of their sovereignty to collectively address
transnational challenges, such as climate change and global health crises, through partnerships and pooled resources.

4. Fair Trade: A trading system designed to ensure ethical and equitable practices in global commerce, prioritizing fair wages, safe
working conditions, and sustainable production methods.

5. Mini-Lateralism: A form of international cooperation involving small groups of states or actors working together to address
specific issues, offering a more flexible and efficient alternative to broader multilateral frameworks.

6. Private Sector: The part of the economy operated by businesses and corporations, independent of government control, often
driving innovation and economic growth.

7. Public-Private Partnerships: Collaborative arrangements between governments and private sector entities to address public
needs, combining resources and expertise from both sectors for infrastructure, technology, or social initiatives.

Additional Resources
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November 19, 2024. https://www.dni.gov/index.php/gt2040-home/gt2040-deeper-looks/future-of-international-norms.

Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 2024. A Logic for the Future. Accessed November 19, 2024.
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13.1: Appendix I- Class Materials

IR Theory Comparison Worksheet

Theory Level of Analysis Key Actors Power Human Nature Security/Peace Authors

Realism
Neo-Realism
Liberalism
Neo-Liberalism

Modernism
theory
(McDonald's
theory)

Structuralists
Positivists

Neo Marxism
(Dependency
theory - world
system theory)

Constructivism

Feminism

Universal Declaration of Human Rights summary version

. We are born free and equal, and should treat others in the same way.

. We have all these rights in the Declaration, no matter who we are, where we’re from or what we believe in.
. We have the right to life, and to be free and feel safe.

. Nobody has any right to make us a slave. We cannot make anyone else our slave.

. Nobody has any right to hurt, torture or humiliate us.

. Everyone has the right to be protected by the law.

. The law is the same for everyone. It must treat us all fairly.

. We can all ask for the law to help us when we are not treated fairly.

© 0 N O Ul A WN -

. Nobody has the right to put us in prison, or to send us away from our country, without good reasons.

—_
o

. If we are accused of breaking the law, we have the right to a fair and public trial.
. Nobody should be blamed for doing something until it has been proved that they did it.

==
N =

. Nobody has the right to enter our home, open our letters or bother us or our families without a good reason.

—_
w

. We all have the right to go where we want to in our own country and to travel abroad as we wish.

[
B~

. If someone hurts us, we have the right to go to another country and ask for protection.

[N
92

. We all have the right to belong to a country.

—_
[<p}

. When we are legally old enough, we have the right to marry and have a family.

—_
~

. Everyone has the right to own things or share them.

—_
co

. We all have the right to our own thoughts and to believe in any religion.

—
©

. We can all think what we like, say what we think and share ideas and information with other people.
. We all have the right to meet our friends and work together in peace to defend our rights. It is wrong to force someone to belong
to a group.

N
o

N
[y

. We all have the right to take part in the government of our country. Every grown up should be allowed to vote to choose their
own leaders.
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22. The place where we live should help us to develop and to make the most of all the advantages (culture, work, social welfare) on
offer. Music, art, craft and sport are for everyone to enjoy.

23. Every grown up has the right to a job, to a fair wages and to join a trade union.

24. We all have the right to rest and free time.

25. We all have the right to a decent living standard, including enough food, clothing, housing and medical help if we are ill.
Mothers and children and people who are old, out of work or disabled have the right to be cared for.

26. We all have the right to education.

27. We have the right to share in our community’s arts and sciences, and any good they do.

28. There must be peace and order to protect these rights and freedoms, and we can enjoy them in our country and all over the
world.

29. We have a duty to other people, and we should protect their rights and freedoms.

30. Nobody can take away these rights and freedoms from us.

This is a simplified version of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights from Amnesty International UK. It was developed for
the purpose of enabling younger children to understand the rights in the Declaration. For the full version of the Declaration see
www.amnesty.org.uk/thearticl
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Glossary

Aarhus Convention | A 1998 international treaty
promoting public access to environmental information
and empowering citizens to hold states and
corporations accountable for environmental impact.
(Environment)

Ability-to-Pay Principle | A principle suggesting
that wealthier nations or groups should contribute
more to climate action, as they have greater financial
resources. (Environment)

Actor | Actors in international relations are the
entities that make international relations work.
(Realism)

Adam Smith | A Scottish economist and
philosopher, considered the father of modern
economics. His 1776 work The Wealth of Nations
introduced the concept of the invisible hand and
argued for free markets.

(Economy Part A)

Adaptation | Adjusting infrastructure, agriculture,
and other systems to reduce vulnerability to the effects
of climate change. (Environment)

Agency | The capacity of actors (states or
individuals) to make decisions in international
relations. Constructivists emphasize that actors have
the ability to shape and influence the international
system  through  their  actions.  (Alternative
Perspectives)

Agrobiodiversity | The variety of plants, animals,
and microorganisms used in agriculture; often reduced
by monoculture farming, which limits genetic
diversity. (Environment)

Anarchy | A concept in International Relations
describing the lack of a central governing authority in
the international system, leading to a self-help
environment where states prioritize their own security.
(Levels of Analysis)

Anthropocentrism | The viewpoint that nature has
value primarily for its utility to humans, often
contrasted with ecocentrism. (Environment)

Artificial Intelligence (AI) | The development of
computer systems capable of performing tasks that
typically require human intelligence, such as decision-
making, language understanding, and pattern
recognition. (Future of IR)

Asymmetric Warfare | Conflict where weaker
groups use unconventional tactics, such as guerrilla
warfare, to challenge a stronger opponent. (War)

Attribution Bias | The tendency of decision-
makers to attribute their own actions to situational
factors while attributing the actions of others to their
character or intent, often leading to misinterpretations
of motivations. (Leaders and Decision Making)

Authoritarian | A regime characterized by
centralized power in a single authority or a small
group, with limited political freedoms and often
relying on coercion to maintain control. (Levels of
Analysis)

Autonomous Weapons | Weapons systems that
can identify, target, and engage adversaries without
human intervention, often powered by artificial
intelligence. (Future of IR)

Bailout | Financial assistance provided by
governments or financial institutions to prevent the
collapse of failing businesses or economies. (Economy
Part B)

Balance of Power | A concept in International
Relations where power is distributed among several
states to prevent any one state from dominating the
others, thereby maintaining stability in the
international system.
(Levels of Analysis)

Bay of Pigs Invasion | A failed military invasion
of Cuba undertaken by Cuban exiles sponsored by the
U.S. government in April 1961, aimed at overthrowing
Fidel Castro's regime.

(Foreign Policy Making)

Beneficiary-Pays Principle | The idea that those
who benefit from actions that cause climate change
should bear the costs of addressing its effects.
(Environment)

Biodiversity | The diversity of plant and animal
species within ecosystems, crucial for ecological
health and resilience. (Environment)

Bipolar | A power structure in the international
system where two dominant states or coalitions of
states hold significant power, often leading to
competition and rivalry, as seen during the Cold War
between the United States and the Soviet Union.
(Levels of Analysis)

Brundtland Report | A 1987 report that
introduced the concept of sustainable development,
advocating for economic growth that considers
environmental and social equity. (Environment)

Bureaucratic Organizations | The various
agencies and departments within a state that influence
foreign policy decisions through their specialized
knowledge and interests. They often engage in internal
bargaining to shape the state's international behavior.
(Levels of Analysis)

Bureaucratic Politics | A model of decision-
making where different governmental agencies and
departments, each with their own interests and
objectives, compete for influence, resulting in
decisions shaped by internal bargaining rather than a
unified national strategy. (Leaders and Decision
Making)

Bureaucratic Politics Model (BPM) | A model
viewing foreign policy decisions as the result of
bargaining and compromise among government
officials. (Foreign Policy Making)

Capitalism | An economic system where private
ownership of production dominates, and wealth is
generated through market competition. In Marxism,
capitalism is seen as a system that creates class
conflict and global inequality.  (Alternative
Perspectives)

Carbon Emissions | Release of carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere, largely from fossil fuels, which
contributes  significantly to  climate  change.
(Environment)

Chemical Weapons | Weapons that use toxic
chemicals to harm or kill; banned under international
law, though sometimes used in modern conflicts. (War)

Civilians | Non-combatant individuals who are
protected under international law from being targeted
in armed conflicts. (Human Rights)

Classical Realism | A branch of realism that
emphasizes the role of human nature in driving state
behavior, often associated with thinkers like Hans
Morgenthau. (Realism)

Climate Change | Long-term shifts in temperatures
and weather patterns, mainly caused by human
activities like burning fossil fuels and deforestation.
(Environment)

Coalition | A temporary alliance of political parties
or groups formed to achieve a common goal, often
seen in parliamentary systems where multiple parties
must work together to form a government or make
policy decisions. (Leaders and Decision Making)

Coalition Level | The level of decision-making that
involves negotiation and compromise among different
political parties or groups within a coalition
government, often leading to slower or more complex
decision processes. (Leaders and Decision Making)

Collaborative Sovereignty | A governance
approach where states share aspects of their
sovereignty to collectively address transnational
challenges, such as climate change and global health
crises, through partnerships and pooled resources.
(Future of IR)

Collective Action Problem | A situation in which
individuals or states have incentives to benefit from
others' efforts to solve a problem without contributing
themselves. (Environment)

Collective Decision-Making | A process where
multiple stakeholders or community members
participate in setting and enforcing resource
management rules. (Environment)

Collective Security | A system in which a group of
states agrees to cooperate to defend each other against
threats or aggression. If one member is attacked, the
others are committed to collective defense. This
principle is embodied in organizations like NATO.
(Liberalism)

Communism | A political and economic ideology
advocating for a classless society where the means of
production are owned collectively, often implemented
through a one-party state controlling political and
economic structures. (Levels of Analysis)

Comparative Advantage | A principle developed
by David Ricardo that argues countries should
specialize in producing the goods they can produce
most efficiently relative to other countries, leading to
mutual benefits. (Economy Part A)

Conditionalities | Requirements imposed on a
country receiving aid, often by international
organizations, which may mandate policy changes or
reforms. (Human Rights)

Constitutional Monarchy | A political system in
which a monarch acts as the ceremonial head of state
within the framework of a constitution, with
governance carried out by elected officials or a
parliamentary system. (Levels of Analysis)

Constructivism | A theory in International
Relations that focuses on the role of ideas, beliefs, and
social interactions in shaping the international system,
rather than just material factors like power and
economy. (Alternative Perspectives)

Conventional Wars | Wars fought between state
militaries using traditional weapons like guns, tanks,
and planes. (War)

Cooperation | The process in which states and non-
state actors work together to achieve common goals,
often facilitated through international institutions,

diplomacy, and shared interests. Liberalism
emphasizes that cooperation leads to peace.
(Liberalism)

Core Countries | Countries that dominate the
global economy by producing high-value goods and
maintaining stable political institutions. Core countries
often exploit periphery countries for resources and
labor.

(Alternative Perspectives)
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Crisis Decision-Making | A decision-making
process in situations where leaders must act quickly
under time pressure, often with incomplete
information and facing high-stakes outcomes. Crisis
decisions can involve national security, economic
crises, or natural disasters. (Leaders and Decision
Making)

Cuban Missile Crisis | A 13-day confrontation
between the U.S. and the Soviet Union in October
1962, triggered by the discovery of Soviet ballistic
missiles in Cuba.

(Foreign Policy Making)

Cultural Relativism | The belief that human
rights and values should be interpreted within the
context of a specific culture, rather than universally
applied. (Human Rights)

Culture | The collective customs, social behaviors,
beliefs, and practices of a particular society or group.
(Human Rights) Cyber Warfare: The use of digital
attacks by a state or non-state actor to disrupt or
damage another country's infrastructure or defense
systems. (War)

Cybersecurity | The protection of internet-
connected systems, including hardware, software, and
data, from cyberattacks. In International Relations,
cybersecurity is increasingly important due to the rise
of information warfare and the need to protect national
and global digital infrastructures. (History of IR)

David Ricardo | A British economist who
developed the theory of comparative advantage,
suggesting that countries should trade goods they
produce most efficiently. His ideas laid the foundation
for modern free trade. (Economy Part A)

Debt Crises | Situations in which governments are
unable to pay their debts, leading to economic
instability and requiring external financial assistance
or restructuring.

(Economy Part B)

Deforestation | The large-scale removal of forests,
often to clear land for agriculture or development,
leading to environmental impacts such as habitat loss
and increased carbon emissions. (Economy Part B)

Democracy | A system of government where power
is vested in the people, typically exercised through
elected representatives, ensuring political participation,
individual rights, and rule of law. (Levels of Analysis)

Democratic Peace Theory | The theory that
democracies are less likely to go to war with each
other due to shared norms, political processes, and
checks and balances within democratic governments,
which make conflict less likely. (Liberalism)

Dependency Theory | A Marxist theory that
explains global inequality by arguing that wealthy,
industrialized countries (core countries) exploit less
developed countries (periphery countries), keeping
them dependent on the core for economic survival.
(Alternative Perspectives)

Deterrence | A strategy aimed at preventing an
adversary from taking an undesirable action by
threatening significant retaliation, often used in the
context of military power. (Realism)

Development Aid | Financial assistance provided
by wealthier countries or international organizations to
help promote economic development and improve
living conditions in developing nations. (Economy
Part B)

Difference Feminism | A branch of feminist
theory that argues that men and women are
fundamentally different and bring unique perspectives
to international relations. Feminists in this camp
believe that incorporating women's viewpoints can
lead to different outcomes, especially in conflict
resolution. (Alternative Perspectives)

Digital Technologies | Tools and systems that
generate, store, or process data electronically. In the
context of International Relations, digital technologies
include the internet, social media platforms, and other
online communication tools that have transformed
state interactions, diplomacy, and power exercises.
(History of IR)

Diplomacy | The practice of conducting
negotiations and managing relationships between
states. Diplomacy is a key tool in maintaining
international peace and resolving conflicts. (History of
IR)

Disarmament | The reduction or withdrawal of
military forces and weapons. Disarmament efforts,
particularly after major conflicts, are aimed at
promoting global security and reducing the likelihood
of future wars.
(History of IR)

Discrimination | Unjust or prejudicial treatment of
individuals based on characteristics like race, gender,
religion, or nationality. (Human Rights)

Dodd-Frank Act | A U.S. law passed in response
to the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, aimed at
increasing financial regulation and preventing future
economic crises by improving oversight of financial
institutions. (Economy Part B)

Drones and Precision Warfare | The use of
unmanned aerial vehicles (drones) to conduct targeted
military strikes with high accuracy. (War)

Ecocentrism | The belief that ecosystems and
nature have intrinsic value beyond their usefulness to
humans. (Environment)

Economic Base | The material conditions of
society, such as how resources, labor, and capital are
controlled. In Marxism, the economic base shapes the
social superstructure (laws, politics, and culture).
(Alternative Perspectives)

Economic Instability | A condition where an
economy experiences significant fluctuations in
growth, unemployment, inflation, and other key
economic indicators, which can lead to political unrest
and affect international relations. (History of IR)

Education | The process of facilitating learning,
often viewed as a fundamental right that promotes
individual empowerment and development. (Human
Rights)

Embargoes | A government order that restricts or
bans trade with a particular country, often used as a
political tool to pressure countries to change their
policies. (Economy Part A)

Environment | The natural world, including air,
water, and land, which provides essential resources
and sustains life. (Environment)

Equality | The principle that all individuals deserve
the same rights and opportunities, without
discrimination or bias. (Human Rights)

European Union (EU) | A political and economic
union of European countries that promotes
cooperation, economic integration, and the reduction
of conflict through interdependence and shared
governance. (Liberalism)

Exports | Goods and services produced in one
country and sold to other countries. A high level of
exports is often associated with economic strength and
a positive balance of trade. (Economy Part A)

Fair Trade | A trading system designed to ensure
ethical and equitable practices in global commerce,
prioritizing fair wages, safe working conditions, and
sustainable production methods. (Future of IR)

Fascism | A far-right political ideology characterized
by dictatorial power, extreme nationalism, and
suppression of opposition. The rise of fascist regimes
in the 20th century posed significant challenges to
international peace and stability. (History of IR)

Feminism | A theory in International Relations that
critiques traditional, male-dominated perspectives and
highlights the importance of gender, focusing on the

marginalization of women and the gendered
dimensions  of  global politics.  (Alternative
Perspectives)

Foreign Policy | A state's strategy in dealing with
other nations, reflecting the state's goals and the
methods used to achieve them in the international
arena. (Levels of Analysis)

Framing | The process by which political leaders
present issues in specific ways to shape public
perception and justify actions, such as war. (War)

Free Markets | An economic system where prices
for goods and services are determined by supply and
demand, with minimal government intervention.
Central to economic liberalism. (Economy Part A)

Free-rider | An individual or state that benefits from
collective efforts without contributing to them, often a
problem in global climate initiatives. (Environment)

Game Theory | A way of conceptualizing what
motivates a political actor in terms of the steps the
actor takes to reach what they deem to be the optimal
outcome for themselves. (Realism)

General Assembly | A key UN body comprising
all member states, responsible for policy discussion,
international cooperation, and addressing global
issues, including human rights. (Human Rights)

Geneva Conventions | International treaties that
establish legal standards for humanitarian treatment in
war, protecting civilians and prisoners of war. (War)

Geo-engineering | Technological interventions,
such as solar radiation management or carbon dioxide
removal, aimed at altering the Earth's climate.
(Environment)

Global Inequality | A concept in Marxism that
refers to the unequal distribution of wealth and
resources between core and periphery countries,

exacerbated by capitalism and  imperialism.
(Alternative Perspectives)
Global Responsibility | The concept that

addressing environmental issues, like climate change,
is a shared responsibility among all nations, especially
given its global impacts. (Environment)

Global Trade | The exchange of goods, services,
and capital across international borders, promoting

economic growth and interdependence between
nations.

(Economy Part B)

Globalization | The process of increased
interconnectedness and interdependence among

countries, particularly in terms of trade, culture, and
communication. Globalization has brought both
opportunities and challenges to international relations.
(History of IR)

Governing the Commons | A 1990 work by
Elinor Ostrom that outlines how communities can
manage shared resources sustainably through
cooperative governance. (Environment)

Graham Allison | An American political scientist
and author, best known for The Essence of Decision
(1971), analyzing decision-making in international
relations. (Foreign Policy Making)

Green Theory | An environmental political theory
that emphasizes the intrinsic value of nature and
advocates for governance based on ecological rather
than political boundaries. (Environment)



Greenwashing | The practice of presenting an
organization's environmental actions as more
substantial than they are, often for marketing purposes.
(Environment)

Group Level | The level of decision-making that
occurs within groups, such as advisory councils,
cabinets, or bureaucratic organizations. ~Group
dynamics, including consensus-building and internal
negotiations, shape the outcome. (Leaders and
Decision Making)

Groupthink | A psychological phenomenon in
which the desire for group cohesion and consensus
leads to poor decision-making. Dissenting opinions are
suppressed, and the group may fail to critically
evaluate alternative options. (Leaders and Decision
Making)

Guerrilla Warfare | A form of irregular warfare in
which small groups use hit-and-run tactics to fight a
larger, more traditional military force. (War)

Hegemon | A state that holds predominant power in
a unipolar system and is capable of setting the rules
and norms for the international system. (Realism)

Holistic Environmentalism | A perspective in
Green Theory that sees environmental issues as
interconnected with social, political, and economic
factors, requiring global solutions. (Environment)

Human Rights | The fundamental rights and
freedoms that all individuals are entitled to, such as
freedom of speech, equality before the law, and
protection from torture. Liberalism emphasizes the
promotion and protection of human rights globally.
(Liberalism)

Human Rights Council (UNHRC) | A United
Nations body responsible for promoting and protecting
human rights globally, often through resolutions and
reviews of member states. (Human Rights)

Imperialism | According to Marxist theory,
imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism, where
powerful states expand their influence over weaker
states to control resources and markets, often leading
to conflict and exploitation. (Alternative Perspectives)

Imports | Goods and services brought into a country
from abroad for sale or consumption. A country's
import level reflects its demand for foreign goods.
(Economy Part A)

Inalienable Rights | Fundamental rights that every
individual inherently possesses, which cannot be taken
away or denied. (Human Rights) Individual Dignity:
The inherent worth and respect owed to every
individual, forming the basis for all human rights.
(Human Rights)

Individual Level | The level of analysis that
focuses on the personal characteristics, decisions, and
actions of key leaders and decision-makers, and how
these factors influence state behavior. (Levels of
Analysis)

Indivisibility of Rights | The concept that human
rights are interconnected and must be treated equally,
as the enjoyment of one right often depends on others.
(Human Rights)

Industrialization | The process by which countries
transform from primarily agricultural economies to
those based on manufacturing and industry, often
accompanied by urbanization and technological
advancements. (Economy Part B)

Institutions | Formal organizations or mechanisms
that govern the behavior of states and other
international actors. These include international
organizations like the United Nations and the WTO,
which help promote cooperation and reduce conflict.
(Liberalism)

Insurgent Warfare | A type of conflict where
rebel groups or insurgents engage in prolonged
resistance against an established authority, often using
unconventional tactics. (War)

Interactive Decisions | Foreign policy decisions
that involve reciprocal interactions between multiple
actors, where the actions of one state influence the
decisions of another. For example, an arms race
involves interactive decisions as each state reacts to
the other's moves. (Leaders and Decision Making)

Interdependence | The mutual reliance between
states, particularly in terms of economic and trade
relations. Liberalism sees interdependence as a factor
that reduces the likelihood of conflict, as states are less
inclined to disrupt beneficial relations. (Liberalism)

Interest Groups | Organized groups within a state
that seek to influence public policy, including foreign
policy, to reflect their specific interests and agendas.
(Levels of Analysis)

Intergenerational Justice | The ethical
consideration that current climate policies should
protect the rights and welfare of future generations.
(Environment)

Intergovernmental Organizations (IGOs) |
Institutions composed of multiple states that work
together within a specific set of rules to address
common international issues.

(Levels of Analysis)

International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) | A treaty committing
its parties to uphold civil and political rights, such as
freedom of speech and the right to a fair trial. (Human
Rights) International Covenant on Economic, Social,
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR): A treaty focused on
protecting economic, social, and cultural rights,
including rights to work, health, and education.
(Human Rights)

International Criminal Court (ICC) | A
global judicial body that prosecutes individuals for war
crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity. (War)

International Laws | Legal frameworks governing
state behavior in war, including the treatment of
civilians and the conduct of combat operations. (War)

International Monetary Fund (IMF) | An
international organization that works to stabilize global
financial markets, promote international monetary
cooperation, and provide financial assistance to
countries in need. The IMF plays a key role in the
liberal framework. (Liberalism)

International Political Economy (IPE) | A
field of study that examines the relationship between
politics and economics on a global scale, focusing on
how trade, financial systems, and political institutions
shape wealth distribution. (Economy Part A)

International System Level | The level of
analysis that considers the broad structural factors in
the global environment, including the distribution of
power, international norms, and the anarchic nature of
the international system. (Levels of Analysis)

Intersectionality | A feminist concept that explains
how different identities (such as gender, race, and
class) intersect to shape individuals' experiences and
their position within international relations.
(Alternative Perspectives)

Invisible Hand | A concept by Adam Smith
describing how individuals pursuing their self-interest
unintentionally contribute to societal well-being. It
guides free markets toward efficiency without
government intervention. (Economy Part A)

Jus ad Bellum | The criteria that must be met for a
state to legitimately declare war, including self-defense
and last resort. (War)

Jus in Bello | The principles that govern the conduct
of war, focusing on proportionality and the protection
of non-combatants. (War)

Just War Theory | A moral framework used to
determine when it is justified to go to war (jus ad
bellum) and how wars should be fought ethically (jus
in bello). (War)

Karl Marx | The philosopher and economist whose
writings laid the foundation for Marxism, a theory that
critiques capitalism and explains how class struggle
and economic structures shape global politics and
inequality.

(Alternative Perspectives)

Kyoto Protocol | A 1997 international treaty
committing  industrialized nations to  reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, though it faced challenges
in participation and enforcement. (Environment)

League of Nations | An international organization
established after World War I to promote peace and
cooperation among countries. It was the precursor to
the United Nations but was ultimately unable to
prevent the outbreak of World War II. (History of IR)

Levels of Analysis | Frameworks used in
International Relations to categorize the different
factors influencing global events, divided into the
individual, state, and international system levels.
(Levels of Analysis)

Liberal Feminism | A feminist approach that
argues for equality between men and women,
emphasizing that women should have the same
opportunities and access to decision-making positions
in international institutions as men. (Alternative
Perspectives)

Liberalism | A theory in International Relations that
emphasizes the potential for cooperation among states
through international institutions, economic
interdependence, and the spread of democracy.
Liberalism promotes peace and collective progress.
(Liberalism)

Liberty | The state of being free within society, with
rights protected from arbitrary restrictions and abuses.
(Human Rights)

Life | The inherent right of every individual to exist,
protected by human rights frameworks against
unlawful deprivation. (Human Rights)

Marxism | A theory in International Relations that
focuses on class struggle, capitalism, and economic
structures to explain global inequalities, the
exploitation of periphery countries by core countries,
and imperialism. (Alternative Perspectives)

Megaconferences | Large international
conferences, such as the Earth Summit, which address
global environmental challenges and establish

frameworks for cooperation. (Environment)

Mercantilism | An economic theory emphasizing
the accumulation of wealth by maintaining a favorable
balance of trade, advocating for protectionist policies
like tariffs and subsidies. (Economy Part A)

Migration | The movement of people from one
place to another, often across borders, for reasons such
as economic opportunity, conflict, or environmental

changes. Migration is a significant issue in
international relations, affecting policy and global
security.

(History of IR)

Militarism | The belief or desire of a government or
people that a country should maintain a strong military
capability and be prepared to use it aggressively to
defend or promote national interests. (History of IR)



Mini-Lateralism | A form of international
cooperation involving small groups of states or actors
working together to address specific issues, offering a
more flexible and efficient alternative to broader
multilateral frameworks. (Future of IR)

Mitigation | Efforts to reduce or prevent greenhouse
gas emissions to slow down climate change.
(Environment)

Modern Warfare | Contemporary conflicts that
involve advanced technology, non-state actors, and
unconventional tactics. (War)

Multilateralism | The practice of multiple
countries working together on a given issue, typically
within the framework of international institutions.
Multilateralism is a key aspect of modern international
relations, especially in addressing global challenges.
(History of IR)

Multinational Corporations (MNCs) | Large
companies that operate in multiple countries. These
entities have a significant impact on global trade,
economics, and sometimes even political decisions in
the countries where they operate. (History of IR)

Multipolar | A power structure in the international
system where multiple states hold significant power,
often leading to a more complex and potentially
unstable balance of power. (Levels of Analysis)

Mutually Assured Destruction (MAD) | A
military strategy in which nuclear conflict would lead
to the complete annihilation of both sides, deterring
the use of nuclear weapons.

(Foreign Policy Making)

NAFTA (now the USMCA) | A regional trade
agreement between the U.S., Canada, and Mexico,
originally known as NAFTA, now replaced by the
USMCA to promote trade by reducing tariffs and trade
barriers.

(Economy Part B)

National Interest | The strategic goals and
objectives of a state, often centered around ensuring
security, power, and survival in the international
system. (Realism)

Natural Resources | Raw materials like water,
minerals, and fossil fuels that are essential for
economic stability and development. (Environment)
Naval Blockade: A military strategy used to prevent
ships from entering or leaving enemy ports. The U.S.
imposed a naval blockade on Cuba during the Cuban
Missile Crisis. (Foreign Policy Making)

Neoliberalism | A modern refinement of liberalism
that focuses on the role of international institutions in
fostering cooperation. Neoliberalism argues that
institutions help manage interdependence and reduce
the likelihood of conflict. (Liberalism)

Neorealism (Structural Realism) | A branch of
realism that emphasizes the structure of the
international system, particularly its anarchic nature, as
the primary determinant of state behavior, associated
with Kenneth Waltz. (Realism)

Niccolo Machiavelli | A Renaissance political
theorist known for his work The Prince, which
provides pragmatic advice on maintaining power, often
referenced in discussions of realism. (Realism)

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) |
Independent organizations that operate outside of
government control, often focusing on social,
humanitarian, or environmental issues. NGOs can
influence international relations through advocacy,
service provision, and policy recommendations.
(Levels of Analysis)

Non-State Actors | Entities that influence
international relations but are not affiliated with any
particular state, including organizations such as
multinational corporations, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), and terrorist groups. (History of
IR)

Norm Life Cycle | In constructivism, the process
by which norms evolve, beginning with their
emergence, then gaining acceptance by a majority of
actors, and finally becoming internalized as widely
accepted standards of  behavior.  (Alternative
Perspectives)

Norms | Shared expectations and standards that
govern the behavior of states and other actors in the
international system. Norms guide diplomatic
interactions and contribute to the peaceful cooperation
that liberalism advocates. (Liberalism)

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) | A military alliance established in 1949 for
collective defense. NATO embodies liberal principles,
where states cooperate for mutual security and
stability. (Liberalism)

Nuclear Weapons | Highly destructive weapons
that use nuclear reactions to create massive explosions,
serving as a deterrent in international conflicts. (War)

Official Development Assistance (ODA) |
Financial aid provided by developed countries to

support  economic, social, and humanitarian
development in lower-income nations.
(Human Rights)

Organizational Process Model (OPM) | A
model explaining foreign policy decisions as outcomes
of established procedures and routines within
bureaucracies, rather than deliberate rational choices.
(Foreign Policy Making)

Paris Agreement | A 2015 international agreement
aiming to limit global temperature rise by encouraging
countries to set self-determined emissions reduction
targets. (Environment)

Peacekeeping | Efforts by international
organizations, like the U.N., to deploy troops to

conflict zones to maintain peace and protect civilians.
(War)

Periphery Countries | Countries that are often
resource-rich but lack industrial and political
infrastructure. These countries depend on core
countries for economic survival and are often
exploited for their resources and labor. (Alternative
Perspectives)

Political Ecology | A theory that examines the
relationships between environmental issues and social
inequalities, focusing on how political and economic
systems drive environmental degradation.
(Environment)

Political Institutions | Structures and systems
within a state, such as legislatures, executives, and
judiciaries, that shape the creation and implementation
of public policy, including foreign policy. (Levels of
Analysis)

Polluter-Pays Principle | A principle that holds
those historically responsible for pollution accountable
for the costs of mitigating its effects. (Environment)

Pollution | The introduction of harmful substances
or products into the environment, causing damage to
ecosystems, human health, and the atmosphere.
(Economy Part B)

Positive-Sum Game | An economic situation
where all participating parties can benefit from trade
and cooperation, in contrast to a zero-sum game where
one party's gain comes at another's loss. (Economy
Part A)

Power | The ability of a state to influence others and
achieve its objectives, often measured in terms of
military, economic, and political strength. (Realism)

Prisoners of War | Members of armed forces
captured during conflict, protected under the Geneva
Conventions from mistreatment and entitled to humane
treatment. (Human Rights)

Private Sector | The part of the economy operated
by businesses and corporations, independent of
government control, often driving innovation and
economic growth. (Future of IR)

Prospect Theory | A theory of decision-making
that suggests individuals are risk-averse when facing
potential gains but are more willing to take risks when
faced with potential losses. Leaders may pursue
aggressive strategies to recover perceived losses.
(Leaders and Decision Making)

Protectionism | Economic policies designed to
protect domestic industries from foreign competition
through tariffs, quotas, or other restrictions. (Economy
Part A)

Proxy Wars | Conflicts in which each of the
warring parties is supported and funded by a larger
party who has a vested interest in the outcome.
(Realism)

Public Goods | Resources like clean air or stable
climate that are accessible to all and cannot be easily
restricted, yet are often vulnerable to overuse.
(Environment)

Public Opinion | The collective preferences and
attitudes of the population within a state, which can
influence government decisions, including those
related to foreign policy.

(Levels of Analysis)

Public-Private Partnerships | Collaborative
arrangements between governments and private sector
entities to address public needs, combining resources
and expertise from both sectors for infrastructure,
technology, or social initiatives. (Future of IR)

Quotas | Limits on the quantity of a good that can be
imported or exported during a specific period, used to
protect domestic industries by restricting foreign
competition.

(Economy Part A)

Rational Actor Model (RAM) | A model that
assumes states act as unitary, rational actors,
evaluating options and selecting the one that
maximizes national interests.

(Foreign Policy Making)

Realism | A theoretical approach in International
Relations that emphasizes the competitive and
conflictual aspects of international politics, focusing
on power, self-interest, and inevitability of conflict.
(Realism)

Regime Type | The form or system of government
in a state, such as democracy, autocracy, or
dictatorship, which influences its foreign policy
behavior. (Levels of Analysis)

Regional Trade Agreements (RTAs) | Trade
agreements between specific groups of countries
aimed at reducing tariffs and trade barriers within the
region, fostering closer economic cooperation.
(Economy Part B)

Relative Power | The measure of power a state has
in comparison to other states, crucial in determining a
state's behavior in the international system. (Realism)

Renewable Energy | Energy sources that are
naturally replenished, such as solar, wind, and
hydropower, considered environmentally sustainable
alternatives to fossil fuels. (Economy Part B)

Resource Depletion | The consumption of natural
resources faster than they can be replenished, often
leading to scarcity and environmental degradation.
(Economy Part B)



Responsibility to Protect (R2P) | A global
political commitment endorsed by UN member states
to prevent genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing, and
crimes against humanity. R2P reflects liberal ideas
about protecting individuals from gross human rights
violations. (Liberalism)

Sanctions | Economic penalties or restrictions
imposed by one country or group of countries on
another, typically to influence political or economic
behavior. (Economy Part A)

Securitization | The process of framing an issue as
an existential threat, often to justify extraordinary
measures like military intervention. (War)

Security | Protection from threats to personal safety,
often regarded as a fundamental human right within
the context of human rights law. (Human Rights)

Security Council | A principal organ of the United
Nations responsible for maintaining international
peace and security, with the authority to take
enforcement action.

(Human Rights)

Security Dilemma | A situation where one state's
efforts to increase its security lead other states to feel
threatened, often resulting in an arms race or increased
tensions.

(Levels of Analysis)

Self-Help | The principle that states must rely on
their own resources and strategies for survival in an
anarchic international system.

(Levels of Analysis)

Sequential Decisions | Decisions made as part of
a process where each choice is dependent on the
outcome of a previous decision, often seen in
negotiations or long-term foreign policy strategies.
(Leaders and Decision Making)

Single-Shot Decisions | Isolated, standalone
decisions that are made without immediate expectation
of follow-up. These decisions are rare in foreign policy
but can include one-time strategic shifts, such as
abandoning a weapons program. (Leaders and
Decision Making)

Social Construction | A key concept in
constructivism, it refers to the process by which actors
create shared meanings and understandings through
social interactions, shaping how they view the
international system and their roles within it.
(Alternative Perspectives)

Social Superstructure | According to Marxism,
the social superstructure consists of the political, legal,
and cultural institutions of society, which are shaped
by the underlying economic base (the mode of
production and class relations). (Alternative
Perspectives)

Sovereignty | The principle that states have the
authority to govern themselves without external
interference. (Levels of Analysis)

Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) |
Established routines used by bureaucracies to handle
tasks, which can constrain decision-making, especially
during crises. (Foreign Policy Making)

State | The primary actor in the international system
according to realism, possessing sovereignty and the
ability to make decisions independently of external
forces. (Realism)

State Cooperation and Consent | A principle in
international law whereby states agree voluntarily to
abide by treaties and norms, crucial for the
enforcement of human rights. (Human Rights)

State Identities | In constructivism, the identities of
states are not fixed but are shaped through interaction
with other states. These identities influence a state's
interests and behavior in the international system.
(Alternative Perspectives)

State Level | The level of analysis that examines the
internal characteristics of states, such as political
institutions, domestic politics, and national interests,
and how these influence foreign policy. (Levels of
Analysis)

State of Nature | A concept in political philosophy
describing life without a central authority, pre-
government. (Realism)

Stimulus | Government spending or financial
measures designed to stimulate economic growth,
often used during periods of economic recession to
boost demand and employment. (Economy Part B)

Structure | The rules, norms, and institutions that
shape international relations and the behavior of states
and actors within the system. Constructivism
emphasizes that structure is not fixed and can be
influenced by the actions of actors. (Alternative
Perspectives)

Study of International Relations | The
academic discipline that examines the interactions
between states, international organizations, and non-
state actors on a global scale, focusing on issues such
as conflict, cooperation, and the impacts of global
processes. (History of IR)

Subsidies | Financial assistance provided by
governments to domestic industries, reducing
production costs and making them more competitive
globally. (Economy Part A)

Sustainable Development | Development that
meets current needs without compromising future
generations' ability to meet theirs, balancing economic,
social, and environmental goals. (Environment)

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) | 17
global goals established by the UN in 2015, focused on
achieving a better and more sustainable future for all
by addressing poverty, inequality, and environmental
sustainability. (Economy Part B)

Tariffs | Taxes or duties imposed on imported goods
to protect domestic industries from foreign
competition by making imports more expensive.
(Economy Part A)

Territorial Integrity | The principle that a state's
borders are inviolable and that its territory should not
be altered or infringed upon by other states. This
concept is central to the international system
established by the Treaty of Westphalia. (History of
IR)

Terrorism | The use of violence and intimidation,
especially against civilians, to achieve political aims.
Terrorism is a significant challenge in international
relations, requiring coordinated global responses.
(History of IR)

The Essence of Decision | A 1971 book by
Graham Allison that analyzes decision-making during
the Cuban Missile Crisis, using three distinct models.
(Foreign Policy Making)

Thomas Hobbes | A political philosopher known
for his concept of the "state of nature,” which
describes life without a central authority as chaotic and
violent, a key idea in realist thought. (Realism)

Thucydides | An ancient Greek historian whose
work on the Peloponnesian War is often cited as a
foundational text for realist thought. (Realism)

Total War | Warfare in which a state mobilizes all of
its resources and population to achieve victory, often
involving widespread destruction. (War)

Tragedy of the Commons | A concept describing
the overuse of shared resources, like fisheries or
forests, due to individual incentives to maximize
personal gain, leading to resource depletion.
(Environment)

Treaty of Westphalia | A series of peace treaties
signed in 1648 that ended the Thirty Years' War in
Europe and established the principles of state
sovereignty and territorial integrity, laying the
foundation for the modern international system.
(History of IR)

Unipolar | A power structure in the international
system where a single state holds predominant power,
often leading to a period of stability or dominance by
that state.

(Levels of Analysis)

United Nations | An international organization
founded in 1945 to promote peace, security, and
cooperation among states. It succeeded the League of
Nations and plays a central role in contemporary
international relations. (History of IR)

United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) | Established at the 1972 Stockholm
Conference, UNEP coordinates global environmental
action and policy efforts. (Environment)

Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) | A foundational document adopted by the
UN in 1948, outlining the basic rights and freedoms
entitled to all people worldwide. (Human Rights)

Universalism | The belief that human rights apply
universally, transcending cultural, religious, and
national differences to protect all individuals globally.
(Human Rights)

War | Organized violence between two or more
political entities-usually states or significant groups-
leading to a high level of destruction and casualties.
(War)

World Bank | An international financial institution
that provides loans and grants to the governments of
poorer countries for the purpose of pursuing capital
projects. It is a key player in global economic
development and poverty reduction efforts. (History of
IR)

World Trade Organization (WTO) | An
international organization that regulates trade between
nations. The WTO provides a framework for
negotiating trade agreements and a dispute resolution
process aimed at enforcing participants' adherence to
trade agreements. (History of IR)

Zero-Sum Game | A situation in which one state's
gain is equivalent to another state's loss, reflecting the
competitive nature of international relations in realism.
(Realism)
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