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Versioning History
This page provides a record of edits and changes made to this book since its initial publication in the BC Open Textbook
Collection. Whenever edits or updates are made, we make the required changes in the text and provide a record and description of
those changes here. If the change is minor, the version number increases by 0.1. However, if the edits involve substantial updates,
the version number goes up to the next full number. The files on our website always reflect the most recent version, including the
Print on Demand copy.

If you find an error in this book, please fill out the Report an Open Textbook Error form. If the book was produced in partnership
with BCcampus, we will contact the author, make the necessary changes, and replace all file types as soon as possible. If we did not
produce the book, we will make note of the error on this page and contact the original producer of the textbook. Once we receive
the updated files, this Versioning History page will be updated to reflect the edits made.

Version Date Change Details

1.1 August 8, 2014
Book added to the BC Open
Textbook Collection.

2.1 May 9, 2017

Book imported into Pressbooks
and reformatted. Additional file
types added and chapters
updated to include additional
resources.

Book title changed from
Women in the World Today
to Global Women’s Issues:
Women in the World Today
Entire book reformatted to
work with Pressbooks
Editable files now available
Book now available online
through BCcampus
Each chapter now includes a
chapter summary, key
words, multiple choice
questions, discussion
questions, essay questions,
and a list of additional
resources

2.2 May 26, 2017
Further updates to reflect
changes in the new version.

Book title changed to
Women in the World Today
to Global Women’s Issues:
Women in the World Today,
extended version
“About the Extended
Version” page added to the
front matter
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About the Extended Version
This extended version of Global Women’s Issues: Women in the World Today includes a chapter summary, key words, multiple
choice questions, discussion questions, essay questions, and a list of additional resources for each chapter. This work was funded,
in part, by an Ancillary Development Grant provided by the B.C. Open Textbook Project.

The B.C. Open Textbook Project began in 2012 with the goal of making post-secondary education in British Columbia more
accessible by reducing student cost through the use of openly licensed textbooks. The B.C. Open Textbook Project is administered
by BCcampus and funded by the British Columbia Ministry of Advanced Education and the Hewlett Foundation. 

Open textbooks are open educational resources (OER); they are instructional resources created and shared in ways so that more
people have access to them. This is a different model than traditionally copyrighted materials. OER are defined as “teaching,
learning, and research resources that reside in the public domain or have been released under an intellectual property license that
permits their free use and re-purposing by others.” (Hewlett Foundation).

If you are an instructor who is using this book for a course, please fill out the Adoption of an Open Textbook form.
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Preface: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
In September 1995, I joined representatives from 189 countries for the United Nations’ Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing. That event still stands out as one of the great honors and
highlights of my life.

That 1995 historic gathering brought together people of all backgrounds and beliefs to voice our support for women’s rights and put women’s issues at the forefront of the global agenda. Together, we
outlined a Plan of Action to improve the condition of women and girls worldwide.

In the years since Beijing, advocates, activists and governments around the world have used that plan to advance opportunity and progress for women. The good news is that we have accomplished a
great deal. More girls are enrolled in school, more women hold political office, and more laws exist to protect vulnerable populations.

Unfortunately, we have a long way yet to go. Sometimes by custom, sometimes by law, millions of women worldwide are still denied their rights. They are excluded from public life in their societies,
subjected to violence or barred from getting an education, taking a job or driving a car.

This is morally wrong. It offends our basic sense of justice and fairness. But it is unacceptable for another reason too — because it keeps countries from making real progress in creating jobs, sparking
economic growth and giving all their people an opportunity to create a better future. No country can advance when half its population is left behind.

But when women are empowered to exercise their human rights and afforded equal opportunities, amazing things happen. The benefits don’t stop with an individual woman. They spread to entire
communities and countries. Simply helping girls stay in school longer, for example, has a powerful effect. Birth rates drop. So does the number of young children who die. HIV infections, domestic
violence and female cutting all decline. And, in nations divided by violent conflict, the chances for lasting peace go up when women are part of the solution. Women play important roles as
peacekeepers, as they did in Northern Ireland and Liberia. In short, women around the world sustain families, build communities and knit the social fabric together.

Figure 0.1: U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton meets Burmese pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu Kyi in Rangoon, Burma, in 2011. Suu Kyi, awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (1991), s
arrest. Released in 2010, she has engaged with the ruling military junta on reforms. She and members of her National League for Democracy won parliamentary seats in 2012 by-elections.

At the State Department, we believe elevating the status of women and girls in their societies is not only the right thing to do, it is also the smart thing to do. Women and girls are often a community’s
greatest untapped resource, which makes investing in them a powerful and effective way to promote international development and our diplomatic agenda.

We’re working to address the issues that impede women’s progress and putting critical tools into women’s hands. For example, a cellphone can transform a woman’s life by giving her a way to safely
deposit her savings or receive payments through mobile banking, or by helping her connect to markets outside her village. Yet many women lack access to cellphones and the benefits they offer, so we
launched the mWomen partnership to reduce the gender gap in mobile technology. And the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves is providing a standard for safe, efficient, nonpolluting stoves to
women. Clean cookstoves will improve the health of women and their families, the quality of the air they breathe, as well as their economic conditions.

Every time I travel, I meet extraordinary women who are driving change in their communities, often in the face of overwhelming obstacles. Women like Nasim Baji in Pakistan, who only needed a
$10 microfinance loan to start a jewelry-making business that today employs 30 women in her community. Or women like Sina Vann, a Cambodian who escaped sex slavery to become a freedom
fighter for thousands of girls — some as young as four — who are held and sold against their will. I visited the rescue center that Sina runs in 2010, and I was deeply touched by the courage and
resilience I saw in those little girls.

This book tells Nasim’s and Sina’s stories, and those of other women leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs, educators and politicians leading change in their communities.

Women in the World Today shows how far we have come since 1995. Each chapter reflects one of the 12 points in the action plan we developed in Beijing. It also explores what we need to do now, so
that all countries can fully benefit from the wisdom, compassion and energy women bring to every aspect of society.

I hope the stories you read here inspire you to take action in your community and help move us closer to that goal. It could be as simple as sharing stories of the women in this book and in your own
life with others. You could volunteer with a women’s organization in your hometown or start your own project. Above all, you can make sure the girls in your life grow up feeling safe, valued and
powerful.
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In Beijing, we envisioned a world where women and men have equal access to opportunities — a world where women’s voices would be recognized and respected. We are still pursuing that vision,
with more energy and enthusiasm than ever. Together, we can realize a future where women’s rights are unquestionably, unshakably and permanently recognized as full and equal human rights.

Hillary Rodham Clinton

Secretary of State

Hillary Rodham Clinton was sworn in as the 67th secretary of state of the United States on January 21, 2009. Secretary Clinton joined the State Department after nearly four decades in public
service as an advocate, attorney, first lady and senator.
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