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1.1: Why do Philosophy?

Figure 1.1.1

Philosophy is one of the most challenging undertakings a human can enter into. It is one of the most powerful mental disciplines
humans have developed in their time on this planet. It has changed the course of human events around the world in manners that
are both subtle and in some that are quite obvious. Philosophy has evolved or arisen in every major human civilization. It is a
natural development for minds that are inquiring and critical.

People come to the reading and studying of Philosophy through different paths. Many, perhaps most, do so because they have
entered some formal educational program that has the study of Philosophy as part of a curriculum of studies. Some, a few, come to
Philosophy because they have a mind that is questioning and they want to learn more about the issue or problem that is on their
minds and are so they led through this common but less traveled path to the door of philosophy as they discover that there are
books on the topic that perplexes or befuddles them or stirs them to wonder and they learn that these books are written by
philosophers.

Most people who take a course in Philosophy do so without having had another. Most will take only one and many of them do so
primarily to satisfy some degree requirement. Indeed, many students in a high school Philosophy course are only interested in
finishing the course in order to get their credits and those credits are to satisfy a degree requirement. The degree is desired as a
means to some other end: going to college, getting a job, getting a different job or promotion. Be that as it may, this text is designed
to stimulate your mind. Whether you read it because it is required or whether you are really interested in the subject matter, there
will be plenty in this study of Philosophy to interest you, entertain your mind, challenge you, and frustrate you as well.

A Friendly Philosophical Warning

Most people think that it is all well and good and no big deal to read and accept such phrases as "there will be plenty in this study
of Philosophy to interest you, entertain your mind, challenge you and frustrate you as well. " Well, in the case of Philosophy and of
this work in particular, the reader should be aware and forewarned that the issues raised in this work might just be disturbing to
them in a personal manner, if they seriously consider the issues raised in this work, that are characteristic issues for Philosophy and
how Philosophers approach them. What is meant by this? Is it just a "promo" for the book? Is it some "hype" or "come-on"? Well, I
simply report to you that there are many who have read this work in connection with taking a class in Philosophy who have been
disturbed in their thinking and have needed to make changes in the very manner in which they think, the manner in which they
settle on their beliefs and on what they think is true after being encouraged to think most carefully and seriously and critically about
a number of very basic questions and issues. Why would this be the case?

Well, in Philosophy people reflect on their thinking and on the contents of their minds in terms of the views, assumptions,
presuppositions and beliefs and sets of beliefs that they hold and with which they do their thinking. Today when people do that after
having been alive for say 18 years or more they find that in that time they have acquired a good number of ideas and beliefs and
that when you get around to examining them with the slightest bit of careful thought it turns out that not all of the beliefs can be

true. Yes, people learn through Philosophy that they have been holding beliefs that are inconsistent or even outright contradictory to
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one another. This can be quite disturbing for some of those beliefs have provided some degree of comfort or even a feeling of
certainty that makes life easier.

The beliefs that are serving as the most basic upon which others are founded or with others are supported can provide the overall
view of life that serves those believers with a sense of identity and orientation and of life's value, even the basis for hope in the face
of death that all is not for nothing. It can be quite disturbing to reach a point where one is facing the simple truth that some of the
held beliefs are contradictory and realizing that they can’t all be true requires that a decision be made as to which beliefs are better
founded and more likely to be true and which are less so or even proven not to be true and needing to be rejected and abandoned. It
is like being directed or forced to give up that which has been serving so well for so long to provide a sense of comfort. It is akin to
being forced to open up the mind and venture out into new areas of thought and having to bear the possibility that this motion from
the old and comfortable into the new and perhaps disturbing. What is most disturbing and a sign of intellectual growth is that one is
"forced" into the new mode of thinking by the decisions made by the thinker based on the thinker's own realization and acceptance
that the prior thoughts are now seen as being defective in some way. This is not a mental act that anyone performs being forced to
do so from without but is only done from within once the mind has been opened up and educated into the consideration of more
information and the examination of the relationship to one another of the ideas and beliefs that were being held in an uncritical
fashion.

It is not a pleasant act to realize the need to surrender that which was once so certain and comforting for entry into a process with a
resultant set of beliefs and positions that one does not yet know. Some will attempt to refuse to make the departure from past beliefs
out of fear of the new and some will attempt to refuse in an effort to remain in close relationship to those who share the old ideas
and beliefs, thinking erroneously that the relationships are absolutely dependent on the belief systems that are shared by those in
the relationships. One reader expressed this view in this manner after having reached a point of realizing that some previous beliefs
were simply no longer tenable "I feel like I am being disloyal if I were now to change my mind."

If this work is successful the reader will see that there are a number of positions that have been taken on many of the most basic
problems or issues or questions faced by philosophers over the millennia and that some of them are better defended than are others.
It is the intent of this work to encourage the reader to become a critical thinker and to make the best informed decision as to which
position is at this time the best position to hold and then to move to adopt that position.

Figure 1.1.2

Here are some of those issues:

e What is real?

e What is truth?

e What is knowledge?

o What is the good?

e What is justice?

o Is the mind something separate from the body?

e Are we free or our actions determined by that over which we no longer have any control or influence?

https://k12.libretexts.org/@go/page/2697
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It has happened in the past that readers of this work have come to understand that there are three or four or possibly more positions
to take on any or each of these issues. They also have come to realize that the positions that they held upon entering into the
reading and the reflecting and the critical thinking process could no longer be accepted as the best position which they could defend
using reasoning and evidence. Then they face the decision as to whether or not they will abandon their prior positions and move to
the best defended position in their own view or attempt in some manner to deny what they have come to see as the faults in their
positions and going on maintaining them for the sake of avoiding change, discomfort or some other perceived ill felling.

This difficulty can be expressed in this manner paraphrasing what more than one reader has disclosed: "I now know that there are
five possible positions and that the one that I can best defend is position ‘c’, but I would like to go on believing in 'b' because that is
what I was brought up with and what all my family and friends think." So be forewarned that if the reader takes seriously reflecting
on and thinking about matters in this text there may be some difficult decision ahead as to how the reader will be fixing the beliefs
with which the reader will be thinking about matters of great importance and of personal concern.

Back to Philosophy

At this time what I would like to do is to get you to gather some idea of what you think Philosophy is. So I have an assignment for
you. Think about philosophy and about what questions you have about life. It is very easy really. I don’t want you to do any
research or to read anything before you answer the questions I just want you to think about these things. So, do so, and write your
answers or responses down in some way and keep them somewhere and then review it when you have completed your reading of
this work. See if your thoughts and views have changed any by that time.

Now read the next section and we’ll be off on our excursion into Philosophy and some of the issues that have disturbed, challenged,
perplexed and even excited humans around the world for over two thousand years!

Figure 1.1.3

Getting Started

I have been in Philosophy in some formal manner for over three decades. However, I have been doing philosophy since I was very,
very, young, say about 9 years old. I would ask questions. I would ask lots of questions and most of those around me at the time,
my friends and relatives, did not have answers. Most had no patience even for discussing the issues. I learned to keep my questions
and ideas to myself. Oh, for sure, they would “leak out” once and a while but to no serious consequence other than for most folks to
think I was different. It wasn’t until I arrived in college that I learned that what it was that T had and it had a name. It is called
Philosophy.

Now I have also learned that many people have a number of wrong ideas about what Philosophy is and does and how it operates.
Let me give you an example of one of the improper but popular uses of the term “Philosophy”.

A true story: I was in a New York City taxicab. The driver spoke English. Honest, he did. In fact he was listening in on a
conversation I was having with a friend and at one point the driver volunteered the following remark: "You’ve got to take it one day
at a time. That’s my philosophy!"

I suppose that T could have ignored the remark, except that I really wasn’t sure at all what the heck he meant. And I knew that

uttering pithy remarks was not philosophy at all! So I answered the driver’s remarks with a series of questions.
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e What do you mean by “you”, others don’t?

¢ What do you mean by “got to”? Do you mean “got to” as in the laws of gravity and I have no choice or do you mean “got to” as
in laws where I’ll get punished if I don’t? Just why do I “got to”?

o What do you mean by “take it”? What else is available? “Leave it”?

e “One day at a time"? Why not two days at a time? Heck, why “one day”? Why not one hour or one minute or one second?

o Well, when I was done the driver just said, “I’m sorry.” And that was the end of his contribution to our discussion.

Philosophers ask questions. In my classes I would ask students “what do they think Philosophy is?" Over the years I have heard a
lot of answers to the question: What do you think Philosophy is? Let me list a few that are not correct. Some are very off the mark
and others are only partially correct.

X Past Students' Attempts to Define Philosophy

o Logical reasoning to answer any questions or problems.

e Means by which to view and encounter life.

o A system of beliefs and behaviors based upon experience and judgment.

o Different views and beliefs that people have.

o Just personal opinions.

o Logical thinking or reasoning, taking into account all that is known to be convincing.
e A frame of mind.

e A way of viewing the world and handling life’s experiences and explaining it.

o Great thinkers thought and ideas.

o The way a person is able to maneuver their intellectual ability.

o A theory based upon moral codes and reasoning.

o Study of one’s thoughts without the impact of external opinions.

o Someone’s ideas and outlook on life or anything.

e Someone’s point of view.

o The art of reasoning, thinking and discussing.

o Logic, knowledge, a body of principles to follow.

e A discipline of thinking, which involves moral reasoning, logic, and principles.

e View or Opinion or Belief or Theory.

o Ability to think and make your own judgments.

o Things I live by.

o A belief, way of life or religion.

e A way of Life.

e A translation of the complexities from all angles and summarizing it to its simplistic terms.
o The way the individual interprets or rationalizes what is encountered.

o Analyzing, questioning, discussing and thinking.

o Information handed down from generation to generation: Beliefs, stories, rituals, and experiences.

It is possible that I will be adding additional attempts at to this list. Students and readers continue to surprise me with answers to
questions such as this one. Some of the answers appear as if the answer did go to some dictionary or reference work while others
appear to be very direct and simplistic.

Now I do not want to start this introduction to Philosophy by giving you a clear definition of what Philosophy is. Instead, I shall
tell you a great deal about it-- most of which you will forget. Then, I’'ll show you some examples of Philosophy in the writings of
Philosophers on the major issues Philosophers have been thinking about for over two thousand years, much of which you will
remember, if only vaguely. Finally, I’ll attempt to engage you in doing philosophy through the discussions and presentations of
various positions on many of the issues and that is when I think you will understand both what philosophy is and some of the most

challenging and recurring issues with which philosophy has dealt and continues to pursue.
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Philosophical Applications

Figure 1.1.4

Answer each of these questions. You will come to learn why it is important to do so as we proceed through the course. We need
to establish a starting point. Make sure you keep your answers.

1. Do you believe that there is a real world?

2. Do you believe that you are real and are part of the real world?

3. Do you believe that you have a body?

4. Do you believe that you have a mind?

5. Do you believe that you have a soul or spirit that survives after death?

6. Do you believe that there is a force, agency, spirit or greater reality that is responsible for the existence of the universe?

This page titled 1.1: Why do Philosophy? is shared under a CI<-12 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by CIK12 via source content
that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.
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1.2: Philosophy and Wonder

Figure 1.2.1

Aristotle thought that Philosophy begins in wonder. Wonder is something children do quite well. It comes natural to them.
Unfortunately as a lot of us grow older we stop wondering and stop questioning and stop attempting to look at things in new ways
or non-traditional ways. We are rewarded for our acceptance and conformity to what is accepted by most people, for our adoption
of whatever is popular. Some of us stop wondering altogether.

Consider Two “Stories”

One night a young mother brought her son (age 7) to class at the college where I was teaching an evening class. Her babysitter was
not able to be with her son that night. Well I entered the room and he was sitting in a desk next to his mom and was looking in a
book and later was coloring in coloring books. At the time I was about the same age as his mom. We sat around in a rectangular
arrangement in the room so that everyone could see everyone’s face. I sat at a student desk in the midst of all the others. We started
in on the topic for that evening class. After about 20 minutes, the little fellow said:” Hey, when is the teacher going to get here?” to
his mom. She explained that the teacher was there and that the teacher was I. He was a bit surprised because I wasn’t at the front of
the room and using the blackboard. He settled back in and the class went on to its conclusion. After class his mom and I were
talking about something pertaining to the course. We were standing outside in the evening air and her son was standing beside his
mom with his head down and after looking at the dirt around the hedges that were around the sides of the building he started to kick
at the dirt lightly with the tip of one of his shoes. I noticed he was doing this while I was speaking to his mom. I asked her how her
son was doing in school and she told me he was doing fine and that he was an average student. I stopped speaking to her and
inquired of the young boy: “What are you doing there?” “Nothing.” He replied. Most likely he thought that he was doing
something wrong. “No, you were doing something.” I said. “What was it?” “Nothing “came his response again. “ I saw you kicking
in the dirt. Weren’t you kicking the dirt?” I asked. “Yes” he admitted. “Well, why were you doing that?” I asked further. “No
reason” he answered. “You must have had some reason.” I responded. “No!” was his next response to me. “What were you thinking
while you were kicking in the dirt?” I pressed on with my questions. “Nothing.” He answered. “You must have been thinking
something. We all think something all the time.” T answered and then I got what I was hoping for. “I was just wondering about the
dirt.” He said. “Wondering what?” I asked. “Well, where did it come from?” he responded. “You mean the dirt?” I asked. “Yeah” he
said. “Well it has always been here as part of the earth.” I answered. Then he said. “No, I mean where did it come from before it
was part of the earth?” T was surprised by his question. “You mean where it was before it was here?” He answered with, “How
would you even know where here was if there were no earth, if there was nothing at all?”

Now I turned to his mother who thought that her son was only an average and well behaved little man and said to her, “Did you
know that your son is wondering about the sort of questions that got Einstein thinking about matters that led him to the theory of
relativity. Your son is thinking about matters or relativity versus absolute space and time and location!”

Well, nearly all of us when we are very young have questions about some of the most basic things that as we grow older we stop
questioning and accept more and more what others tell us in many ways we must accept to be accepted ourselves. But it happens

that some of us reach a point where we realize that:
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NOT EVERYTHING WE BELIEVE IS TRUE

Philosophy begins in a sense of wonder. It begins when we wonder about what otherwise is taken for granted or assumed to be true.
In this course I shall demonstrate how Philosophy arises in the West when a number of Greeks begin to wonder about the nature of
the universe and about the nature of reality and the gods. Wonder is a marvelous thing that we should cherish and hold on to as long
as we can. It is one of the hallmarks of youth. Small children are filled with wonder. Jesus, the Christ, and Confucius have spoken
highly of the minds of children. Christ has said” Blessed are the children for they shall inherit the kingdom of heaven” and “To
enter the kingdom of heaven, you should have the mind of a child.” What is it about the mind of a child that merits such high
value? Is it the curiosity, inquiry, and open-mindedness?

Now, here is the second story. This one is for you to wonder at.

At night when there are no clouds you can look up through the evening sky at what is it most would say they see? Nearly everyone
would say that they see stars and the moon, if it is visible from their position at the time. Now, when asked what those stars are,
most people know that they are suns as well and that they are giving off light as our own does. Many people would be able to
answer that the suns are emitting light as they turn hydrogen into helium in a process that emits enormous amount of energy, a good
part in the form of photons of light. And when asked what name do most people give to what they are looking out into at might?
Many, most, maybe even all, would say “space.” Maybe “outer space” But space nonetheless.

This is the story that many of us have come to believe. We look out into space and see many suns. We know however that those
little specks of twinkling light are very, very far away. In fact, we are taught that they are so far away that the distance cannot be
measured as we normally do for the numbers would be so large. To make it easier the distances that the stars and galaxies are from
earth are measured in light-years. A light—year is the distance light travels in one year. Light moves at over 186,000 miles per
second-some velocity. So, the light we see that we associate with a star at night has been traveling for some time to get to your
eyeball. One star is 70 million light years away. A galaxy may be 350 million light years away. Another star might be 125 million
light years away and another 23 million and another 450,000 light years from earth. Another galaxy may be 5 billion light years
away. Now since it takes quite a while for the light to reach earth by the time it does arrive at your eyeball the source of the light
might not even exist anymore. A star may have gone into a nova or supernova, burnt out, or been merged into a black hole. A
galaxy may have merged with another in a cosmic collision.

Now it may come as a shock to some of you to realize that when you look out into the evening sky and into what you are thinking
of as space that what you are looking at it actually a composite of different periods of time. You are looking at a collection of pasts.
What you are looking at, the exact configuration or arrangement of those points of light, well that configuration of the stars (some
are galaxies): Does not exist as it appears to your eye, Never has existed as an actual arrangement in space as it appears to your eye,
and Never will exist as some of those stars have gone into nova or black holes and no longer exist even when you are seeing the
light from them in the present.

The relative locations of the stars and galaxies you are viewing are not real and never have been. You are looking at where things
were different times ago. What you are experiencing as “seeing” is the intersection of light rays from different times in the past.
The experience for those of us on earth is totally unique to us.

THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS AS THEY APPEAR
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Figure 1.2.2

I want you to think about that idea. Consider how many things you may believe that may not be true. Think about how many things
you believe may have other ways to be examined, viewed, or explained other than in the manner you have come to accept as the
only way or the one true way or as the truth.

We are going to look at the Greeks because they believed for a long time in stories that they took to be true and upon which they
based their lives. About the time of Socrates many Greeks were coming to disbelieve in those stories and when they no longer
believed they were at a loss as to how they were to live their lives, in particular what were they to use as the basis for a Good life: a
moral life.

Socrates wondered and questioned. We shall wonder and question. Now many times I shall make efforts for you to look at things
you take for granted as being true. I want you to open up your minds to the possibility that things may not be as you think they are.

A Dean at my college saw me one afternoon and asked me to come to his office. I had been teaching there for only two years and
didn’t know what to make of it. I thought I might have done something wrong. I met him in his office and he told me he just
wanted to see how I was doing. I was very young and full of enthusiasm and told him about all the exercises and projects I was
doing with my classes and showed him my outlines. He was interested but he wanted me to relax. He told me I should try to keep
in mind that if by the time the course in Philosophy was over I would have accomplished a great deal if some of the students, just
some of the students would leave the course thinking that the universe was not just the way they thought all things were on the first
day of the course. This has become one of my goals: that some of you who read this text will come to consider that all things may
not be as you think they are now.

Socrates and Plato learned and taught that the senses are not to be trusted. Trust more in reason. Here is why;

o The senses can deceive you.
¢ You should know better.
o The sun looks to me to be
o Not so far away,
o Not so big and
o Not so hot either.
o And I swear that the sun looks like it moves.

o These ideas are the result of what my senses tell me.
o I see these things every day with my own eyes. Nothing could be plainer.
e Are these ideas true?

In the next section we shall examine why people believe and why they would believe in things that are not true.

o Philosophy attempts to arrive at a basis for belief resting on reason.

¢ Philosophy attempts to examine what is believed to be true and the very idea of truth itself.
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Philosophy Application

Figure 1.2.3

Do no research before you answer these questions. Do your best based upon prior knowledge.

1. List the five or so of your most important questions or problems you think about.

2. If you had virtually unlimited financial resources at your disposal what would you begin doing with your life?
3. Why did you take this philosophy course?

4. What do you expect to put into this course?

5. What is Philosophy?

6. How do you use the term "philosophy"?

7. How do others use the term "philosophy"? Give examples.

8. What good is philosophy?

9. What importance might philosophy have in your future?

This page titled 1.2: Philosophy and Wonder is shared under a CK-12 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by CK12 via source
content that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.

https://k12.libretexts.org/@go/page/2692



https://libretexts.org/
https://www.ck12info.org/curriculum-materials-license
https://k12.libretexts.org/@go/page/2692?pdf
https://k12.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Philosophy/01%3A_The_Philosophical_Venture/1.02%3A_Philosophy_and_Wonder
https://www.ck12info.org/curriculum-materials-license
https://www.ck12.org/
https://flexbooks.ck12.org/user:coachtgj/cbook/episd-philosophy

LibreTexts"

1.3: Chaos and The Cosmos

Chaos and Cosmos

Figure 1.3.1

People prefer order to chaos and it appears they are willing to pay quite a price for that order. Humans are faced with a large
number of important questions, such as: What is life all about? Where do we come from? What is the meaning of it all? How did
the world come from? What is the right thing to do? Rather than figure out answers to these questions for themselves, most humans
appear willing to accept those answers provided through their culture. They learn them through their language, their religious belief
systems, their educational system, and other major social institutions. Most humans appear ill suited to reject the answers of their
culture or even to subject them to careful scrutiny. Rather than live without answers and instead face the chaos, most humans
accept the order as it is given to them.

Cosmos Is Better Than Chaos!

Over time there often develops serious questioning of the order, the foundation of the order, and what is dependent upon it. In order
to maintain that order people need to turn aside from the criticisms and reaffirm their basic beliefs. The reward for continuing in
that belief is order. The price they pay is to halt the questioning process. Many do so because they fear the result of displacing or
surrendering the beliefs, they lose the safety and calm of the order.

Here is a story that many of you might find quite illustrative, entertaining, and educational.
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Santa Claus

Figure 1.3.2

Now when I was growing up I learned about good old Santa Claus. For many years I received gifts from Santa at Christmas time.
However, I came to ask questions about the fat guy with the red suit with white piping and the reindeer and the North Pole house
and factory, the elves, Mrs. Claus, the whole deal! Whenever I asked questions such as, “but how does Santa get in here? We don’t
have a chimney” I would be given an answer meant to assure me, to settle my doubts and restore me to the comfortable calm of
being certain that there was a Santa and all would be well and work out. “He’ll find a way. He always does. Don’t worry”

Well, T did worry. I did have lots of questions. As I grew older the questions grew and the answers became less and less acceptable.
“What about the other Santa’s? What about the reindeer? How big was the chimney? There are a lot of children in the world! How
does he get it done in one night?” Now, I had friends my age who were believers and they would tell stories of Santa eating the
cookies they left out for him. I thought that those cookies explain how he was so fat, but there were other problems. What about the
reindeer? No one ever reported seeing signs of the deer. I am a city kid and I knew from my brief exposure to elephants at the
circus, horses at parades and cows at expositions that large mammals were always dropping feces. Where was the reindeer sh..? 1
wondered. It had to be somewhere. All night long Santa working those deer. There had to be signs somewhere, but there never was.

Those of you who are born in this country and those who spend a few years here quickly come to learn about the story of Santa
Claus, whether you are a Christian or not, it does not seem to matter. The holiday has been secularized and children from other
cultures and religions are often, but not always, given gifts by family and friends so that the children will not feel slighted by the fat
guy skipping them possibly making them think that there was something wrong with them or their family or making them feel
marked as different from the other children. Children also come to learn that there is no Santa Claus. Oops, sorry if some of you
didn’t know that already. Sometimes a child discovers the truth. Sometimes parents reveal the truth. Sometimes older brothers or
sisters tease their younger siblings with the truth. Occasionally it is an older friend or friend of a friend who, for any one of a
number of motives, may reveal the truth. And now we get to the point. As long as we believe we get gifts. We do not want to stop
getting the gifts and so sometimes, we go on believing or pretending to believe so that the gifts will continue. This can go on for
some time but not forever, in the case of the Santa Claus story.

Now, despite the fact that people know that the story is not true many people in this country go on telling the story to children.
They act as if it were true in the presence of small children. They tease small children with warnings about being good or else they
won’t get their gifts nor asking children what did Santa bring you? Why do people go on telling a story that they know isn’t true? In
this case the answer lies in what it is of value that people derive from the telling of the tale. People who tell the tale to small
children and bring them gifts in the name of Santa do so because it is fun. They enjoy doing so. They enjoy making small children
happy. And so the tale goes on because people experience values in doings so. The telling of the tale assists children to learn the
lesson that there is joy in giving, for Santa is joyful. The moral: it is better to give than to receive.

The telling of a tale that isn’t true and the desire to promulgate it is part of what is known as a broken myth: a story we know is not
true but we repeat anyway because of the values derived from doing so.

In this course you will be challenged to consider many questions, many issues. Some of the issues deal with matters concerning

which you share in a belief system with many other people. You will be challenged to consider the possibility that the ideas you
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take as given truths may not be true at all. You will be challenged to consider looking at matters from another point of view. It
could just be that some of the ideas you have are stories, which may not be true. Perhaps, people believe in some of these stories
because, as with the Santa story, they receive gifts for believing. They receive the gift of an order for their lives and they avoid
chaos. People cannot live with chaos and so they may on believing in a story that provides order in their lives even if it, like the
Santa tale, has a lot of holes in it. They may believe even if the stories have contradictions or are filled with many mysteries.

Now we learn from our culture a number of things and a way to look at all things. We inherit through our culture a worldview. Now
what philosophers do is examine with a critical eye all things. It may just be that elements of that worldview are not correct or true.
It could just be that some of our most cherished beliefs have flaws in them, such as in the Santa story, and we just don’t see them as
yet.

Philosophy examines the most basic ideas with which humans think. It takes as little for granted as is possible. In fact it aims at
taking nothing for granted and subjecting all ideas and beliefs to the examination of reason. Here is the best definition of
Philosophy that I have ever come across:

Philosophy is the most critical and comprehensive thought process devised by humans.

Philosophy is not the means by which humans have erected systems of beliefs to help them answer the most perplexing and
important issues but it is the means by which those answers are evaluated, examined and found to be acceptable or else rejected.

Some of the earliest forms for the answers to life’s most basic questions have been found in the form of stories that were told long,
long ago. These stories were passed on from generation to generation. The stories were told in the hope that those who heard them
would believe them and be guided by them. Such stories are called myths. Myths may or may not be true. The point about a myth is
that those who pass them on hope that those who hear them will believe them and be guided by them. In this manner you can think
of the Santa Story as a myth, and a broken myth at that because most who tell the tales know that they are not true. It doesn’t matter
whether they are true or not. The teller of the myth- intends for the audience to believe.

OK, let’s take a look at where we are. Humans have a sense of wonder. They ask all sorts of questions. Humans want answers to
the most important questions. Humans want and need order in their lives. They abhor chaos. Humans can’t abide a mental chaos.
The earliest sets of answers to life’s most pressing questions appear to have been contained in and passed ion through stories.
People like stories. They learn a lot from stories. People gravitate to the story, the gossip, and the tales about the professor more
than they focus on the lesson. Some of the earliest stories meant to be instructive, answer questions, and provide order are myths.
As time goes on within every culture there arise so many myths, so many stories that some people start to wonder about the stories
themselves. Some people even question the tales.

o Are they true? They can’t all be true at once! Which are true? How do we know?

Philosophy Arises Out of Wonder

Philosophy arises out of a cultural background. Philosophy arises out of a questioning of the myths, the accepted truths, the beliefs,
and tales of a culture. We will start the course by examining how Philosophy arose in the West out of the questioning of the Greek
myths and ideas current in the time of Socrates. We shall learn how Socrates struggled to find truth and wisdom and was put to
death for his efforts to find true virtue and the Good. We shall learn how Plato, Socrates student, changed his life around after the
execution and took up the quest of Socrates and how Plato found answers to the questions that perplexed Socrates. Plato found not
only answers but also a method for humans everywhere to work out answers without needing to rely on memorizing the official
answers of previous generations and to repeat them over and over again, despite obvious problems with them. Before we get to
these Greeks and the origins of Philosophy I think you may want to know why it is important to look at them. In the next section
we shall draw a number of parallels between our own time and that of the Greeks so that you can apply what we learn about them
to our own times. You might also learn a few things that you could apply to your own life now! That wouldn’t be at all undesirable.

View: Video
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Philosophy Applications

Figure 1.3.3

Your friend has failed an exam and blames their failure on the difference between them and their professor's astrological signs.

1. Are astrological signs connected to passing or failing an exam? Explain.
2. Is your friend's remark logical? Why or why not.
3. In your opinion is the belief in zodiac signs a myth, a tale or a broken myth? Explain.

This page titled 1.3: Chaos and The Cosmos is shared under a CK-12 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by CK12 via source

content that was edited to the style and standards of the LibreTexts platform.
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1.4: The Origins of Philosophy - The Greeks and Us

The Greeks

At the time of Socrates (472-399 BC) many Greeks were no longer believers in the stories of the gods and goddesses. Those stories
had provided them with guidance for their lives. They had believed that they could not go against the decrees of the deities and that
they should follow the examples of the gods and goddesses which they knew of through the stories they all heard and memorized
and repeated. They accepted ideas such a fate and destiny. Now they were hearing the stories being challenged and some declared
their disbelief. The playwrights were raising questions on the stages. Some thought they could choose from among the tales those
stories that supported whatever courses of conduct they choose. They believed that they could show that some god or other
approved of the conduct because the god had done something similar. There were many who believed that morality was individual
and relative.

Greek culture was undergoing a major revolution during this time. They were transforming from an oral culture to a literate culture.
They were acquiring paper and so they could write down the stories and the plays and important ideas. They no longer needed to
memorize what they heard and repeat it as exactly as possible in order to transmit ideas. Plato could write down ideas and examine
them. He could write questions and reasoned arguments for readers to reflect upon.

Today, there are many people who no longer effectively believe in the stories of the one God. There are many who are convinced
that there are no universal moral codes and people need to determine their own morality. Further, the world is being transformed
from a literate culture to an electronic culture. We are at the beginning of a period in which we are attempting to develop a morality
for the new age.

Many no longer accept the idea of universal truth. We shall be examining how we arrived at this point starting back with the Greeks
at the time of Socrates. What Philosophy became then and offered to people, is still true today and could offer to all of us if we
were to pursue the philosophical approach to handling the issues and key questions. All of the key issues in Philosophy were quite
apparent in the works of Plato and Aristotle. We shall take a rather brief look at the Greeks in order to understand how Philosophy
arises within a culture and at the key issues. We shall also make comparisons to the present time in order to appreciate the
relevance of all of this for each of us today.

This text shall make use of a theory about education that pushes the belief that learning moves through stages. These stages are:

¢ Romance
e Precision
o Generalization

It starts with

e curiosity
e astory, and
e aproblem.

There is not much critical thinking at all. In the second stage there is a great deal of critical thinking focusing on the problem and
paying attention to

e consistency
o coherency, and
e non-contradiction.

In the last stage there is a return to the flights of imagination again as the mind applies what is developed in the second stage and
then apply it further.

There will be a good deal of storytelling in the next chapter. You may find it very interesting and even a bit entertaining. In the

remaining chapters the thinking will become more focused, intense, and demanding.
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Belief Systems, Post Modernism, and Uncritical Thinking

As people grow and mature and learn they acquire beliefs and an entire belief system. They do so through receiving and accepting
as true stories about how things are in this world and in a realm beyond this one and through the beliefs implicit in ordinary
language and its usages. Thus are acquired assumptions and presuppositions for the thought processes entered into through life. In
the beginning those acquiring such beliefs want to be accepted and even valued by the various groups of which they are or desire to
be members, so there is an emphasis on acceptance of the beliefs shared by members of those groups and not on review or criticism
of them. There is little, if any, reflective thought or critical thinking taking place. Little is needed if the majority of group members
are operating with the beliefs without questioning of them.

Once acquired the belief systems function as a basis for the acquisition of additional beliefs. As another idea is presented it is
placed within the context of the previously acquired beliefs and if the new candidate for inclusion is consistent with or coherent
with the prior beliefs and ideas it is accepted as also being true. This is the Coherentist Theory of Truth. The problem with that
approach to truth is that there needs to be some other method for the establishment of the fundamental beliefs or else the entire
structure of beliefs while internally coherent might not be supported by any evidence external to the beliefs themselves.

As belief systems expand they can reach a point where beliefs and ideas have been accepted too hastily and when a culture or
individual reach a point where reflective thought can be afforded inconsistencies and perhaps even outright contradictions may
appear upon reflection. Upon the first realization of problems, the belief systems will not be abandoned altogether and will not even
be thrown into serious doubt. Rather there will be attempts to preserve the belief system through the introduction of qualifiers and
alternate interpretations designed to account for what are to be termed “apparent” discrepancies. This process will continue until
the introduction of the qualifiers and alternative interpretations reaches a point where they generate the need for even further such
qualifiers and the process then becomes so burdensome that the fundamental beliefs and ideas may then come under the most
careful scrutiny and there is an acceptance of a need for an alternate set of beliefs that are more internally coherent and satisfying to
demands of reason and the desire for external grounding.

This occurred in the time of Socrates when the many stories about the gods and goddesses were seen through the eyes of critical
reasoning to be inconsistent and incoherent. For Socrates a basis for the grounding of morality and the social order was needed
other than that provided by the stories of the Greek deities. In addition to sharing this realization with Socrates, Plato saw that the
ideas and theories of the Pre-Socratics were inconsistent and there was needed an alternate view of what made anything real and
how one could know anything.

Now for Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle the idea of the Greek deities came to make little sense in the light of reason and so the idea
of a more abstract entity emerges with them as more satisfying as an explanation of origins and order. Their ideas satisfy the
dictates of reason for which they abandoned the blind adherence to the stories of their ancestors. These are developments that mark
the origins of philosophical thought in the West.

With other western religious belief systems there were also prompts to the development of a critical thought tradition. The early
Hebrew Deity is one that has apparent weaknesses and is not at all perfect in every way. It is jealous and vindictive and unjust. For
the Christians the idea of the Hebrew Deity was not going to be acceptable to those who had come under the influence of the Greek
manner of thought. The Christians take the idea of the all perfect being, the source of all that is true, good and beautiful, from the
Greeks and layer it over the idea of the single deity of the Hebrews. The ideas about the qualities of the early Hebrew god when
combined ideas about the Greek ideal deity have made for many problems. The Western traditions treat the Scriptures as being in
some sense divinely inspired or authored and thus, for many in those traditions who are conservative and literalists, they carry the
ideas of the early Hebrew deity along with them leading to complications as there arises the need to explain how an all good deity
and an all merciful deity can be so cruel and vindictive as in some of the stories in the early books or chapters of the scriptures. The
Problem of Evil arises as an attempt to give an account that makes sense as to how an all perfect being could exist at the same time
that there exists moral evil. Troubles with a simple belief prompt critical reflection and the desire to use reason to support the belief
system. Consideration of the troublesome issues led to Augustine and Aquinas moving beyond the traditions of faith and into
philosophical thought and a reliance on reason to interpret and defend key beliefs in the Christian tradition.

In recent times people acquire beliefs and ideas that are originating from several different belief systems and periods: the classical,
modern, and postmode