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1: Introduction

Lisa Taylor and Susan Ridge 
Planning a College wide event takes time. For months, FSCJ’s Library and Learning Commons planned for a National Poetry
Month event to be held in April 2020. It would be the second annual Poetry Month event hosted by the Library and Learning
Commons. We hoped for a good turnout.

The coronavirus pandemic changed everything.

When the College switched to virtual learning in March 2020, we knew that there was no hope of holding the event as planned. The
College community was adapting to new learning and teaching modalities. We had much to do. Staging a successful event—even a
virtual one—includes personal contact with staff, faculty, and students. One month was not enough time to figure out how to host
the event virtually.

Still, the idea nagged at us. It seemed more important than ever to express our fears, frustrations, and hopes. We began to plan
anew.

When students returned from Winter Break following the Fall 2020 term, we greeted them online with a new opportunity.

Hindsight 2020: Reflections on the Pandemic Year

You went through a lot last year! Tell us about it!

The Library and Learning Commons invites members of the FSCJ community to submit
experiences, and insight from the pandemic year. Submissions may take the form of
stories, poems, or essays and be a maximum of 500 words. Accepted pieces may be
featured on our social media sites or included in a digital
anthology.

We offered an online form for submissions and a token prize raffle for participants. We posted the link wherever we thought we
might reach students, staff, and faculty. We received responses from several students; staff and faculty were also represented in the
entries.

This anthology is our result and we want to build on the start we made this winter. If you are a member of the FSCJ community and
missed the opportunity to contribute your thoughts to our publication, please contact us at the Library and Learning Commons.

1: Introduction is shared under a CC BY license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.
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2.1: Stand Tall, Fla(Mingo), Elisabeth Ball
March 2020 and the onset of quarantine life took me by surprise. I couldn’t believe how completely an insidious little bug could
upend life in the United States of America! It seemed like we were living inside a Stephen King novel—The Stand kept coming to
mind. In this book, a flu kills off a significant chunk of the population, and the survivors self-separate into good and evil factions.
Of course, in real life we weren’t migrating cross-country to pledge allegiance to some new world order—we were huddling in our
homes in Spring of 2020, wondering if the mail was safe to touch. As businesses closed down one after another, we held our breath
and plunged into Publix, hoping to score some toilet paper or hand sanitizer. The empty grocery store shelves were jarring.
Floridians understand short supply during Hurricane Season, but scarcity during a temperate time of ripe blackberries and budding
azaleas seemed plain wrong. Indicative of disaster.

As the pandemic continued, this harbinger proved true, but not all the time and not in every place. Many people lost their lives, but
not everyone–there were stories of patients beating COVID, of families staying safe. For those lucky enough to work from home,
many loved this change, if not the circumstances causing it. Educators learned new technologies quickly, ascending a learning
curve with their students. Of course, disaster darted in and out of the story, a counterpoint to hope—job loss, food shortages,
inequities magnified by the virus.

From this stew of hope and sadness, I began to discern a way through the weeks, which stretched to months then to a year:
patience. This word captures the mindset necessary to survive our time in history, that is, a willingness to abide through this long-
term event with courteousness and an understanding that better times are on the way. With the virtue of patience in mind, I created
a GIF for a Florida contest which blended a public domain flamingo image from 1754 with a hand-drawn mask and upbeat
graphics. The toggling image represents patience and safety, and a gentle, still quality we need right now. Flamingos, though
feathered hot pink, are placid creatures who can stand on one leg for hours. To me, they epitomize stillness. We are making our way
through this, all of us, by standing tall like flamingos, and abiding with the situation as it is, knowing that better circumstances are
on the way. Just take a look when you venture out: the grocery shelves aren’t as bare, the blackberries have buds, and the azaleas
are blooming ahead of schedule.
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Figure : Copy and Paste Caption here. (Copyright; author via source)
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2.2: Covid-19 Shut Us Down, Danielle Miller

Danielle Miller
Locked up. Duuuuvvvallll!

Beaches. Closed.

No sun. No sand.

Just these four walls.

But Bleach, YES! Just a sip.
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RBG RIP.

No toilet paper.

No dining in.

No guitars, no banjos.
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Just the sounds of No Justice! No Peace!

Ring through the streets

as the glass shattered

As the bullets shot up the bed
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As a pick up truck chased a jogger

Silence is Compliance!

No more knees on necks.

No more bullets in the back.

Hands Up. Don’t Shoot.

“I am talking” MAN.

The line for the food pantry wraps around 4 city blocks.

Where is my PPE?

2.2: Covid-19 Shut Us Down, Danielle Miller is shared under a CC BY license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.
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2.3: Stay Positive by Staying Negative, Kristal Clark
Kristal Clark

Stay Positive

This past year affected all of us like no other year. We lost so many opportunities, family members, and friends. Financial security
and daily life was taken away. So much taken away from everyone in so many circumstances. While we lost so much, we gained
more than we could realize during it all.

A personal loss of mine from the pandemic was losing so many opportunities that were lined up. I had my senior year coming to an
end and lost all the activities that every high schooler looks forward to.

Prom. Grad bash. Graduation. Senior trip. Graduation was moved
to a PowerPoint. Nothing Rescheduled. All lost.

While high school didn’t end as I hoped and dreamed, I gained personal growth. Having to stay home and jump my work hours
from 25 to 50 came to me as shocker but helped me grow in my work ethic, work relationships, and helped me work my way up
from team member to assistant manager. When I wasn’t working, I learned so much about myself through much reflection and
thinking. I learned what my goals were for college, life, traveling and relationships. I began to write everything out and meditate on
what I really wanted. I learned to love working out and pushed myself to do it every day. Growing my physical health stemmed
more mental health growth. I grew more in my faith and worked to involve myself in activities and daily walks. I was able to gain
the opportunity to become a middle school bible study leader. Focusing on the positive every day and speaking positively became a
true goal of mine. This was not only for my own sake but to brighten others’ days. People tend to just focus on the negative and let
it consume their brains when we could make it so much better by seeing a light at the end of the tunnel.

Through all the triumphs of overcoming, trials came for sure. The struggle of having to be stuck home with family twenty-four
seven and arguments coming up all the time. My mom losing her job, so we lost half of our financial support. My mom got Covid,
so quarantine became a huge reality. With her underlying health issues, it was such a scary time of unsureness. My high school
class lost two classmates in a car crash. The grief to go through as a class was never expected. Family members in and out of the
hospital.

With so much to overcome and face in the new reality of life, I grew stronger in all aspects of life. My mentality went to a very
weak point to the strongest it’s been and still growing. I spend every day trying to live the best I can. To the best of my ability. With
the most positive attitude I can have. This whole pandemic really made everyone realize that so much could come to an end in an
instant. We must live every day to the fullest with no regrets and full potential.

2.3: Stay Positive by Staying Negative, Kristal Clark is shared under a CC BY license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.
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2.4: Melody Hagan

In the beginning of 2020, I, as well as many other students, had an idea of what my final semesters of college would be like and all
I wanted to accomplish as I approached the finish line of completing my associate degree. Soon after we began school, I heard of a
new virus overseas causing for people to succumb to flu like symptoms. I had no idea the gravity of the situation and how this virus
was going to change the way that we function and approach everything as a country.

When the impact of coronavirus began to first set in, we thought
the main focus would be to avoid catching the virus, but instead it
was much more serious than that.

The pandemic began a ripple effect that not only impacted our home life, but our workplace and school environment. Schools
closed until further notice, leading to the transition of virtual learning, online tutoring, and digital course books and assignments.
Not only is this a first time for our students, but even the most seasoned of our professors found it difficult to change their entire
teaching methods to conform to an online platform. I learned that we have to do our best with any situation we’re placed in to make
sure that we still accomplish our goals. For example, I looked forward to graduation day and walking across the stage in my cap
and gown, like so many other students, but due to the virus a large gathering for a ceremony is completely out of the question. Due
to this happening, many students were creating their own graduation photoshoots and graduation ceremonies were held virtually for
students to still receive a graduation experience while also sharing the moment with close friends and family members all over the
world. This shows we can not only be creative but also show various forms of resilience when we have to push past hard times.
Although the last few semesters have been extremely stressful and chaotic, I am so thankful that we were able to still push through
with new leaning methods that still built an effective system of learning and grasping new information.

I hope that moving forward we can take steps towards most classes being available on campus again so face to face interaction with
students and professors can take place on a full-time basis again. I personally find it easier to learn and understand information
when the teacher is speaking directly to me and writing demonstrations on a whiteboard. Moving forward, any precautions or
safety measures that are added as a part of our new campus rules should be accepted by all students as this is a means to keep us all
safe and learning. From this day forward, people from all walks of life will appreciate being to freely learn and work. Quarantine
made us aware of how many privileges we have and all we have to do to depend on each other.

2.4: Melody Hagan is shared under a CC BY license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by LibreTexts.
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2.5: Eric Jenkins

The World is Closed

As I sit here writing this, my mind is filled with memories of 2020, or as I have chosen
to call it, “apocalypse lite.”

I remember the last social occasion I participated in, it was the birthday of a close friend whose birthday happens to be Valentine’s
Day. The topic of this “new flu” came up briefly, then someone told a joke, and it quickly fell by the wayside as we went from topic
to topic. Then I started reading articles about deaths associated with the virus, which had a name now, Coronavirus 19. Two of the
things I am is a bit of a germaphobe and a huge news junkie, I have been watching shows like PBS News Hour, Meet the Press,
CBS Evening News, etc. ,since I was a child in the single digits. So it’s early March now, and then March 16th, 2020, the day my
world, and those of, really everyone in the United States, if not the entire world at this point, were adversely affected by what we
now know as the as the pandemic. FSCJ shut down, along with most of the businesses here in Florida, and the United States. This
was completely unprecedented in modern times.

I was able to bring my work computer home, and we began to work from home. I kept seeing news reports of how people all over
the world were dying, elderly frail people, young healthy teens—all fell to Charon’s scythe. I saw the dead being packed into
refrigerated trailers and stacked like cordwood. I saw quarantine zones being discussed; areas being guarded by armed men and
women from behind barricades. More deaths. Some nonsense about it going away in the summer heat, like a melting fragment of a
bad dream. More Americans dying. People coughing on others as a form of social protest. Sadly, some of those people succumbed
to the virus, and only realized on their death beds that it was not, as they had been told, “A Hoax.” Hordes of unmasked people
screaming in the streets about how their rights are being infringed upon. Mass spreader events leading to dozens of deaths two
weeks later. More dead humans. Whispers of vaccine research. People drinking bleach. Businesses being boarded up. People
assaulting each other in stores. People who look like me being strangled by law enforcement officers. Other Americans crying
because they can’t provide for their families anymore.

Children going hungry. People dying in hospital rooms, unable to be with their loved ones in their last moments—looking at a cold
screen, instead of the eyes of their wives, sons, mothers, and other loved ones. Hundreds of deaths each day. Rioting in the streets.
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Me struggling to get out of bed in the morning, groaning and wondering why should I bother? Watching the movie 12 Monkeys and
sobbing.

Hearing of the death of a former coworker, a victim of the virus. Then, later on, another colleague was taken away too soon.
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2.6: 2020 Pandemic AmeriCorps Year, Dominique Dare

We can never forget the year 2020.

It was very unexpected, and what lay ahead that year was incredibly challenging for the entire world. During this time, I applied for
AmeriCorps City Year. I had thought about the educational field for a while, specifically music education. I thought joining City
Year would give me some good experience. You hear about City Year from a distance and how they help kids stay on track for
college, but they don’t tell you how incredibly difficult it is. Let me give you a little background as to what AmeriCorps Members
do within City Year. They tell you that you’re going to be sent to a school and told which school a mere few days before you have
to start. You really only know it’s going to be in the bad area of town where your help is needed most. The staff trains you on Zoom
or Microsoft teams, but normally it should have all been in person. Due to the pandemic, they didn’t even know what we were up
against, with the loss of learning these children endured. It was all gray area. Here is what we did know though—that we would be
there for academic support, monitoring, and tracking grades. We knew we’d be doing various tasks in an elementary, middle, or
high school, working 180 hours or so a month, earning $641.00 every two weeks. We would be guiding kids toward better
classroom behavior and encouraging them to come to school more often. Here is what they did not tell us; this is what they hid
from us—these kids truly did not care about school, at least in my experience. I was working with third grade coming into class
with a huge smile on my face every day, even behind my mask. They looked up to me and enjoyed my presence. The downfall is
they had no respect for me. I helped them learn how to read, as many of them did not know how or were not very good at it. It
wasn’t their fault, mostly that of previous teachers and lack of parent involvement. They wouldn’t really try to learn, no matter how
many games and activities were planned. If you weren’t there hovering over them, they would get absolutely nothing done. They
would constantly fight with each other, using foul language and threatening each other. The mental health staff would disregard it
and tell me not to worry. I was worried that these children, never given any consequences, would not make it in the real world. City
Year could only do so much when the education system had already failed these students. The pandemic really affected these kids’
learning abilities and, therefore, caused a lack of motivation. Imagine being eight or nine years old and having already given up on
school. For most of these students, that was the case. It was awful, it was mentally draining, and probably the worst job experience
of my life.
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2.7: Yolanda

Coronavirus (COVID-19) cases reach 2.4 million worldwide cases.

My reflection on the 2020 pandemic year would be how little control they had on the virus. Not to mention how many people were
out of work, not able to feed their families, let alone themselves. Okay, so the government did something, but I don’t believe they
really did all they could do for their people, and I am very saddened by that. Thankfully, I was not one of those families without a
job to provide for myself. I was a necessity; and for that I am grateful for I wouldn’t know what to do if that happened to me.

That’s not even the worst part—it’s the amount of deaths for me. Don’t quote me on this, but a lot has been sad about the number of
deaths, though, like, they are putting that human beings are passing from the virus on their death certificates. Also, I still don’t
understand what was so darn hard about staying home and not having more than ten people in a group. I do understand the [mask]
situation. I be about to pass out. Imagine wearing it for eight hours and having to move around sometimes! Oh my gosh!

All and all, I still feel that you should wear your mask. So, for me I really didn’t have the whole feel of being isolated or bored
because I was, and still am, out and working. I will tell you, though, it will definitely be a year to remember. This will be in the
books and a story that will always be told.
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2.8: Working During the Crisis of 2020, Ellin Iselin

Figure : Copy and Paste Caption here. (Copyright; author via source)

Nearly a year ago already, I was adjusting to my home office provided by Florida State College at Jacksonville. Literally overnight,
almost all employees were adapting to a new routine in the 21st century world of WebEx, Zoom and Skype. Alone, Together. As an
employee of FSCJ Artist Series, we have learned that the show must go on(line). We now offer virtual theater!
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2.9: Beneen Alzirghani
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2020 was a tough year for everyone; what an understatement; am I right?

I started quarantine in March of 2020, as most people did; at that time, I was a senior in high school. At first it was all fun and
games because we were all “oh yeah, school is out for a few weeks!” Little did we know that school would be out for the rest of the
year. Prom was canceled, senior week was canceled, grad bash was canceled, graduation was postponed. As a senior it was hard;
we were all extremely sad and angry at the world. “Why us?” we asked, “why did it have to be before all of our important, once in
a lifetime events?” It was heartbreaking to say the least. Graduation was supposed to be at the end of May, which coincidentally
was two days before my birthday, but it ended up being postponed by two months. The Stanton class of 2020 had their graduation
at the end of July—in the morning, in the heat, on the football field. We couldn’t hang out with our friends without masks or social
distancing. Some we couldn’t hang out with at all because they were immunocompromised, or they had someone in their family
that was immunocompromised. It seemed that something big happened every month of the entire year of 2020; to list them all and
explain would take forever, but it was such a tough year. Struggles I had during the year include (but are not limited to), weight
gain, family problems, falling-outs, and so much more. I definitely hated the fact that school went virtual, but of course, we had to
be safe. I hated it because as a first time in college student, it was hard to be missing out on the college experience. Because of the
pandemic, I actually switched schools to save money; I was going to go to the University of North Florida, but because everything
went virtual, why spend thousands of dollars when I am not even going to be on campus or partake in any of the activities? So, I
enrolled in Florida State College at Jacksonville to get my AA and to save money. I am glad I had the people I had in 2020, because
they kept me sane; they are the most important people in my life and I am so grateful. 2021 is slightly better, but it’s still the same
stuff going on, masks, racism, violence, etc.
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2.10: Brandy Pallan
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Look back and think a year ago from now.

Where do you see yourself? Can you even remember? It is true a year has come and gone, and that time was lost. We were left to
sit and rot in our homemade prisons. Going to the market was an attempt to escape the loneliness but met with faceless people and
colder shoulders. Are we people or systematically controlled robots? There was a time when connecting with your community was
a daily privilege now lost in lockdown. The reality of life has changed, and the world has made a deeper connection to being numb.
Last year some of us took time to stop and smell the roses, but for many those roses were laid on graves. The pain has been
constructed and harvested from ignorance; the only things to come out of 2020 were division and fear. Fear of not being heard— of
being heard with haste rather than empathy—something that fast-talking politicians know nothing of. In 2020, the world was torn
apart. The number of foes keeps rising even though connection is key for existence. It is time to heal the broken hearts and split
families. Tenacity is the new necessity. A world molded into what we the people deserve.

2021, we are ready.
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2.11: Jace Christovich
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I’ve never really been afraid of much, truth be told. Something happening to The Hubs or one of the kids tops my list, or with any
of the remaining ‘Starting Lineup’ of my eight sibs or their extended families. But after that, not much. God has carried me through
a lot of thick-and-thin I don’t necessarily need to recapture (too many years of shrink and meditation time to revisit those…) and I
have great faith that He has continued purpose for me that is not yet even glimpsed.

Having stared hurricanes in the eye, been through lock-downs and lock-ups (yes, really…), buried all four of The ‘Rents and
numerous others, lost in the market, in the career, in health, and gained in responsibilities and obligations… still not scared by
much.

But this time, I must admit, it’s shook me to the core. This unseeable, in some case incurable, fluid and indiscriminate Covid
condition. Perhaps I am just too pandemic exhausted at this point to regain my strength and internal fight. Or perhaps, this once, I
am afraid.

Take what you can, leave now, we aren’t sure when we will return – March 17, 2020

Wash it, mask it, avoid it, BUY it! My Corona – not the beer – April Fools! 2020

Hi, this is Jace from the FSCJ Cares Team calling to check in on you – April 15, 2020

All Summer session courses are remote with the option of traditional, synchronous or asynchronous online, which course
were you trying to override into? – May 4, 2020

Welcome to Summer B, Faculty. This supply bag is for your return to on-campus classes, we are available through email at…
– May 26, 2020 (August 2020, January 2021, May 2021, Today, 2021…)

And so the dialogue goes, all the way ‘til now.

I’m lucky. I have The Oasis as a very comfortable remote and flexible on-site coverage keeps me engaged but with limited
exposure. I have The Hubs to coincidentally pass on a trip for coffee or a sandwich. I have the grown-up kids as part of my
‘bubble’ and their periodic visits brighten the isolation. I have The Jungle to occupy my mind and spirit, the ‘outside’ inspires me to
breathe deeply, relax, and to quote The Hubs in one word or less ‘Let-It-Go’.

I have a great team, a comfortable bed, lots of books, a working cell and a job.

And I have faith. Now I am not so much afraid. Cautious, prepared, ready, but strengthened by fifteen months of challenge, loss,
fear, sorrow, disgust, disappointment – offset by Zooms and virtual Happy Hours, new techie discoveries and resurgence of old
hobbies and interests.

And I have my words. As I pen-and-send a little story most days — intended to glimpse further into me and bring a smile or
reflection to one who might need it — I am grateful to be intrigued, inspired and challenged in an unexpected way and able to
capture and share it with good humor and a positive spin.

Out, damn Covid, out I say! What doesn’t kill you makes you strong – July 1, 2021

Jace Christovich
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

3: Virtual Reflections
3.1: Moving online
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3.1: Moving online

The year in review 
Despite the closing of many FSCJ physical facilities due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the College adapted and carried on. In
addition to our own FSCJ site and the Canvas learning platform, we were on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube, and network
television. Following is a small sampling of the many ways our FSCJ community remained helpful, hopeful, supportive, and
connected during the pandemic year of 2020.

March 

Library and Learning Commons Newsletter—March 2020 Special Edition

FSCJ librarians were ready and waiting online

April 

LLC Newsletter—April 2020 COVID EDITION

Our tutors were online, too
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Even the librarians’ pets pitched in

MAY 

FAFSA during a pandemic? FSCJ was there to help.
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June 

The College kept our students connected

July 
July 2, 2020

Commencement 2020 from FSCJMarketing on Vimeo.

August 
August 5, 12, 19, 2020

We couldn t verify
the security of your

connection.
Access to this content has been restricted.
Contact your internet service provider for
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Students helping students

September 

September 24, 2020

TEDx came to FSCJ

September 3, 2020

Despite the pandemic, JTA and FSCJ were moving ahead—literally!

The Jacksonville Transportation Authority (JTA) and Florida State College at Jacksonville Sign
Agreement for Automated Vehicle Partnership – Free Press of Jacksonville
(jacksonvillefreepress.com) 

09/23/2020 WJXT - TEDxFSCJ09/23/2020 WJXT - TEDxFSCJ
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October 

October 28, 2020

College traditions continued—virtually

October 2, 2020
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Even our math lab whiteboards went virtual

November 
November 3 – 13, 2020
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November 10, 2020

December 

December 3, 2020

Selected Works and New Prints by PrincSelected Works and New Prints by Princ……

It's the End of the World as We Know It, It's the End of the World as We Know It, ……

Murder, He Wrote with Prof. Tim GIlmorMurder, He Wrote with Prof. Tim GIlmor……
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january 2021—welcome back! 
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Afterward

The FSCJ Library and Learning Commons wants to build on the start we made with this pandemic-themed anthology. If you
are a member of the FSCJ community and missed the opportunity to contribute your thoughts to our publication, please contact
us at the Library and Learning Commons.

Thank you to everyone who contributed their experiences.

 Looking back, moving forward
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Advertising flier for Hindsight 2020 project, designed by Ryan Mullings
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