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1.1: Introduction to Critical Reading--Readings

Introduction to Critical Reading
Why do we read? This may sound like a simple question but take a moment to reflect on the ways in which you have engaged with
reading in your life. We typically read to:

· For guidance / to follow instructions: Think about times that you’ve had to follow a recipe for a new meal that you’re cooking
or think about a time you received an email for a new job with information on the next steps you needed to take.

· For understanding/ to better comprehend: As a student you have had to read to understand new subject matter throughout the
years.

· For information/ to be informed: Think about a time you or someone in your family received a notice from the gas or electric
company about changes to service or needed maintenance. These types of notices are to help inform people.

· For enjoyment / to be entertained: You may have experienced books that you’ve enjoyed reading in the past, or you may have
played videogames that required some reading through character dialogue or background information.

Now think about your role as a new college student. Many of your instructors will expect you to be read texts that may be longer
and use academic language, which may be difficult to understand at times. Some of your professors may also expect you to already
know how to navigate their reading assignments on your own and to engage in critical reading.

What is critical reading?
Critical reading is when you are actively engaged with a text. While skimming a text is a useful skill to get an idea of what will be
covered in a reading, you will retain a better understanding of a reading when you take your time with it. This is the first step in
active reading. Take your time with the text. You will be able to make more connections about the reading.

What are some other critical reading strategies?

· Read with an open mind. We all have preconceived ideas about different topics and may have our guard up when we are
confronted with a reading about a topic we already feel strongly about. When you go into a text with an open mind, you will be
able to understand what the author’s point of view is and how they are supporting their point of view. This will help you have a
better understanding of the reading itself.

· Consider who the author’s intended audience is. Writers aren’t writing for everyone. Good writers will always consider who their
target audience is. For example, a student who is writing about their college’s new recycling program for their college newspaper is
envisioning their audience to have a connection to the college itself, whether the audience is a current student, former student,
faculty member, or staff.

· Think about the title. What connections can you make about the title of the text? Titles will often provide insight as to the author’s
topic, argument, and tone. Consider the following headline from an article found on Disability Scoop, a news source for
developmental disability news:

“How Taylor Swift’s Music is Teaching Social-Emotional Skills to Students in Special Ed.”

What sort of connections can you form just from the title that will prepare you to read the full article? What do you think the
author’s focus will be on? Who do you think the author’s intended audience will be?

· Consider subheadings, photos, and pull quotes. Sometimes a reading will have multiple subheadings and select specific quotes to
highlight in a bigger size text. Think about what these tools are adding to the reading and the author’s perspective.

· Annotate the reading and take notes. Be messy with your text! Highlight, circle, or underline important ideas from the text or areas
that interest you. Write out questions in the margins that come up as you read the text. If a detail in the texts makes you think of
something or causes a reaction, write that down. Keep a notebook to organize your notes in.

· Look up unfamiliar words. We are not walking dictionaries. It’s OK to search for the definition of words we haven’t encountered
before. Whether you have a dictionary at your side or look it up online, looking up new words will help you with understanding the
reading.
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· Summarize the reading to yourself. Challenge yourself by writing out a summary of the reading. Writing a summary will help you
reflect on the notes you took. If you’re having a hard time summarizing the main points of the reading, then it may be a chance to
re-read or review your notes again.

· Read the text again. There’s nothing wrong with reading the text again. This is part of slowing down the reading process.

Why is annotating a text important?

Annotating a text allows you to:

· Understand a text.

· Track changes and/or the progression of the author’s argument and supporting points.

· Identify areas of interest or concern. Understand what we do know and what we do not know.

· Prepare for a class discussion on the reading.

· Prepare for writing assignment about the reading.

Example annotations of a text:

What do you notice about the annotations that the reader has made in the above reading excerpt? Would you have made a note of
anything different?

This page titled 1.1: Introduction to Critical Reading--Readings is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Angelica Davila.
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1.2: Introduction to Critical Reading--Classroom Activity
In-class Journal Assignment:

Reflect on your reading and writing skills. What reading strategies do you currently use? What new reading strategies do you think you
want to develop for yourself? What areas in reading do you struggle with? What current writing skills do you think you excel at? What
writing skills do you need to improve? What mindset do you have when you both read and write?

This page titled 1.2: Introduction to Critical Reading--Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored,
remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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1.3: Introduction to Critical Reading--Assignment
Assignment:

Now, it’s your turn to put into action some of the critical reading strategies discussed. Read the rest of the article below and continue to 1) annotate the text and 2) take notes.

Immigrant Chicago
By Steve Franklin
Chicago is the world. But don’t take my word for it.
Explore the city and you will discover restaurants, social services, museums, and houses of worship that bind Chicago to places across the globe.
You may think you are tuning in on a short-wave radio if you visit some neighborhoods flourishing with newly arrived immigrants. Chicago’s public schools count over 100 foreign languages
spoken by their students, with Spanish leading the pack by a wide margin.
What makes Chicago different?
In most major U.S. cities there are one or two immigrant corridors. In Chicago there are three major corridors with branches reaching out from them, along with a number of smaller communities
reflecting other nationalities.
The heart of Latino Chicago is found in the Pilsen and Little Village neighborhoods on the city’s Southwest Side. But smaller Latino neighborhoods sprawl across the city and region. Altogether
Latinos account for nearly 30 percent of Chicago’s residents, with a total of over 1.8 million Latinos in Chicago and its suburbs. Mexicans make up the bulk of the area’s Latino population,
followed by Central Americans and smaller numbers of South Americans.
On Chicago’s Northwest Side and spiraling north and south is the Eastern European corridor. Poles account for the vast majority of this community. It is said with pride that Chicago is second city
only to Warsaw in the size of its Polish population. But there are also significant numbers of Serbs, Rumanians, Lithuanians, Russians, Bulgarians, Slovenians, and Croats. Visit the third corridor,
Devon Avenue on Chicago’s North Side, and you will discover a bustling commercial street that stitches together a rapidly growing Indian, Pakistani and South Asian community. As is true for
other immigrant communities, Devon Avenue has become the anchor – a place to shop and dine – while many immigrants are leapfrogging the city to plant their roots in nearby suburbs.
Narrowing your focus you will find a thriving Chinatown just below Chicago’s Loop and a second, newer Chinatown on Chicago’s North Side that includes a mixture of Vietnamese, Thai and other
Asian communities. Similarly, you will find Arab communities on the North and South Sides of the city. Lately African immigrants have begun to stake out their own place on Chicago’s North Side,
but pockets exist on the South Side as well.
Why did they come here?
They came here because there was work and there were others like them. That was the pattern more than 100 years ago and it has not changed. But U.S. immigration law, which historically favored
immigrants from Western Europe, changed in the 1960s, opening the nation’s doors to the entire world, and that has had an impact on Chicago. This change explains the mushrooming Muslim
population in the Chicago area, with over 200 large and small mosques where over 40 languages are spoken. “When we have meetings, it’s like a small UN,” said Ahlam Jabari of the Council of
Islamic Organizations of Greater Chicago.
The quest for skilled professionals brought another shift. Immigrants reportedly account today for nearly one-third of the physicians in Chicago. Immigrants with high-tech skills found a welcome
here, and that helped expand the South Asian population. Indeed, many Chicago-area companies have reaped great rewards from their foreign-born workers and leaders. One of these business
leaders is Sanjay Jha, who was born in Bihar, India, and rose to become chairman and chief executive officer of Motorola Mobility.
Warfare and economic crises around the globe have also sent many here. They were welcomed by groups offering them haven or by kinsmen offering solace. A sanctuary movement, led by religious
groups, sprang up to help immigrants fleeing upheaval in Central America in the 1970s and ’80s. Assyrians, who first settled here in the late 19th century, have welcomed waves of Iraqi Christian
immigrants. So, too, Bosnian refugees sought shelter among one of the largest Bosnian communities in the U.S.
Newly arrived immigrants have repeatedly started new lives here with help from fellow countrymen. In a parallel effort, Mexican immigrants have looked homeward and set up mutual aid
organizations to help the places they came from. This has inspired the Coalition of African, Arab, Asian, European and Latino Immigrants of Illinois, a group that represents many smaller immigrant
communities, to urge other immigrants to do the same.
What has been their impact on Chicago?
Culturally, immigration has been powerful. On warm weekend nights, Chicago comes alive with various ethnic street fairs. But all year round, Chicago has a wide assortment of museums marking
residents’ global roots. It has the nation’s only Mexican fine arts museum and the only Cambodian museum outside of Cambodia, says Rebecca Sanders, head of the Chicago Cultural Alliance. Her
group, she adds, is like no other in the world. It represents 25 museums, most of which are immigrant-linked. They range from a vast building that celebrates Irish culture to a virtual museum that
takes you on a tour of Chicago’s Indian community.
Immigrants add much economic vitality to the city, region, and state. Immigrant workers are replacing the aging native-born workforce, with immigrants filling substantial proportions of both high-
skill and low-skill jobs. Immigrant purchasing power has grown tremendously in recent years – consumer spending by Latinos and Asians grew 350 percent, or over $66 billion, between 1990 and
2005, according to the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights – and is responsible for generating tens of thousands of jobs. And immigrants build businesses that fuel growth, from
corner stores to new engineering and technology companies.
Immigrants have had a powerful impact politically. When Mexican-Americans and others rose up in 2006 to call for reforms of the nation’s immigration policy, a 100,000-person rally in Chicago
was the first of many across the nation. Chicago’s City Council in 2006 voted to bar police and city workers from asking immigrants about their legal status in the U.S., a step matched by other big
cities responding to broadening federal arrests of immigrants illegally in the country.
In 2005 Illinois launched the nation’s first statewide effort to integrate immigrants. ICIRR administers the state’s New Americans Initiative, putting outreach workers in ethnic groups to help with
citizenship applications and voter registration. In 2012, soon after Rahm Emanuel’s election as mayor, the city set up the Office of New Americans. “The mayor has set a goal of making Chicago the
most immigrant friendly city in the world,” boasts Adolfo Hernandez, a Latino community activist who heads the office.
What does this tell us about immigrants in the United States?
There’s a theory that America is a melting pot for immigrants. As they find roots here, they shed their distinctions for a new identity. But that’s not exactly what’s happened here, and sociologist
Anthony Orum says it’s not a problem.
“The ties to ethnic backgrounds for many immigrants are very important, and they are sustained,” he says.
But don’t take my word for it. Go see for yourself.

“Immigrant Chicago” by Steve Franklin, Chicago Stories, used under CC BY-NC

POST-Reading questions:

1. The author, Steve Franklin, begins his article by stating, “Chicago is the world.” After reading the full article, what are the reasons that Franklin uses to make this claim?

2. What are some ways that the immigrant population has impacted Chicago?

3. Reflect on the structure of this article. What are some ways that the author has organized information for the reader?

4. What did it feel like to engage with this article as an active reader? What did you find yourself annotating? What drew your attention? What questions came up for you as you read the
article?
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2.1: Introduction to Summarizing--Reading

Introduction to Summarizing
In the previous section, “Introduction to Critical Reading,” you were introduced to writing a summary as
a tool for understanding a reading. Summarizing is not only key to strengthening your reading
comprehension skills, but it’s also important to developing arguments in your own writing.

For example, if you’re working on an essay about affordable housing in Chicago, you will also be
researching articles about the topic. In order to make your own argument about affordable housing in
Chicago, you will have to understand what the articles you’ve researched have to say about this topic.
Therefore, it is important to be able to summarize what each article you research is about.

Being able to clearly state what a reading is about will help you develop your own writing because you’ll
know how to better organize your sources and what information to pull from your sources to include in
your essay. Additionally, some forms of writing genres require summaries within them. For example, a tv
show review will often include a brief summary of the episode that the author is reviewing before
offering their analysis on the episode. We’ll talk more about different writing genres in the next section.

What makes a good summary?

You most likely interact with summaries in your day-to-day life without realizing it. Think about the last
time you hung out with a friend, and they told you a story to catch up on their life. For example, your
friend tells you about why they quit their job, or about a date that they went on. Your friend is
summarizing events for you. Because they are your friend, chances are you’re already invested in their
summary, but think about what else makes listening to them interesting.

Now think about a friend who is harder to follow when they are telling you a story. Because they are
your friend, you are still invested in what they have to say, but what makes it difficult to follow their
summary?

Chances are the friend whose story is easy to follow is staying on topic, clearly explains
who/what/where/why in their story, and easily transitions from one point to the other. They may also
share important details without saying every single detail. Meanwhile, the other friend whose story is
harder to follow may be all over the place in their retelling. What both friends have to share with you
may be interesting, but one is easier to understand than the other. The same can be said about written
summaries within an academic setting.

What are some mistakes to avoid when writing a summary?

Avoid list summaries. A common mistake that students make when writing a summary is to list a
bunch of things without connecting them to one another. These sorts of summaries can be boring to
read or listen to! Avoid this type of pattern in your own summary: “And then he says…” “He also
says…” “Also he argues…” “And his other point is…”
Avoid giving too little information. Make sure you provide context within your summary, so that your
ready understands what you are summarizing.
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Avoid quoting whole sentences. While quotations from sources are a great tool to use in essays,
summaries are not a place for them. You should be able to summarize the reading without quoting
entire chunks of the reading.
Avoid bringing in ideas that are not in the source itself. While comparing and contrasting information
from different sources is something you may do within an essay, a summary of a reading should stick
to the reading itself. This is not the place to bring in ideas from another article or from someone who
previously heard speak on the same topic.

How do you write a successful summary?

Use the author’s name and article’s title in your summary. Even though your instructor may be the
person assigning you a reading, you should still include the author's name and the text’s title. This
makes for clear writing. This will also be a useful skill to practice for when you include summarizing
within an essay. Otherwise your reader may not understand who you’re referring to.
Identify the author’s main claim. What is the author’s main argument? As stated in the previous
section, “Introduction to Critical Reading” the text’s title is a good place to start. It can often tell you
the perspective that the author most likely will expand on. Additionally, authors will often include
their claim within the first two paragraphs.
Include the author’s main points that support their claim. Review how the reading is organized. What
subheadings does the author use? What does each paragraph focus on? Do some paragraphs focus on
the same thing? This will help you identify an author’s support for their main claim.
Use transition words and phrases. Transition words and phrases help with the flow of your summary.
For some examples of transition words and phrases, click here.
Use active voice. You’ve probably seen “passive voice” scribbled on an essay before, but what is the
difference between active and passive voice?

Passive voice: The subject of a sentence receives the action.
Example: The door was opened by the teacher.

Active voice: The subject of a sentence performs the action.
Example: The teacher opened the door.

Passive voice is ideal for some writing situations, use active voice when writing a summary.
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Vary your sentence structure. When you vary your sentence structure, you keep your writing fresh and
interesting. Use a variety of sentence lengths (short, medium long) and a variety of sentence types.
The table below notes 4 types of sentence structures that you could use in your writing:

Simple Sentences:
Has 1 independent clause (subject + verb =
expresses a complete thought)
Example: Rodolfo went to the grocery store.

Compound Sentences:

Has 2 or more independent clauses joined by a
conjunction or semicolon.
Example: Rodolfo went to the grocery store, but
Adriana went to work instead.
Rodolfo went to the grocery store; Adriana went to
work instead.

Complex Sentences:
Has 1 independent clause and 1 dependent clause.
Example: Rodolfo came home after he went to the
grocery store.

Compound Complex Sentences:

Has at least 2 independent clauses and 1 or more
dependent clauses.
Example: Rodolfo left the grocery store after he
got an emergency text from Adriana but later
returned because he lost his wallet.

Be concise. Summaries should be on the shorter side, otherwise, you risk giving too many details.
Ideally a summary should be between 1 – 2 paragraphs.

How do you decide what to include in a summary versus what to leave out?
You want your reader to understand the overall picture of what you are summarizing. The texts that you
will be reading throughout your academic career will most likely include specific examples and quotes
from people in the topic’s field.

A summary focuses on the main picture:

author’s argument + main points that support their argument

While the author of a text may choose to provide many details that support their argument, these details
don’t have a place in a summary of the reading. When deciding how to summarize a reading, look back
through your notes and annotations to separate what is part of the bigger picture and what is a detail.

This page titled 2.1: Introduction to Summarizing--Reading is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Angelica Davila.
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2.2: Introduction to Summarizing--Classroom Activity

In-class Exercise:
Read the following summary. What are some things that work in it? What are some things that don’t work?

In the article the author writes about peoples’ self-perceptions of their “hot messy-ness." The article talks about how people perceive themselves as a “hot
mess” because he says they are unsure of themselves, insecure, neurotic, and says everyone can see them for the disaster they are. Brooks then says that
we appear less of a mess than we think we are when feeling this way. He then uses an example to support this claim. Next Brooks says that once you
understand this and act accordingly, which I think people can agree with. He also says we will experience less disarray from our mess. On TikTok I saw a
video saying that being a “hot mess” is outdated.

Now read the next summary about the same reading. How does this compare to the first summary?

In his article "The Perks of Being a Hot Mess", Arthur C. Brooks argues that people's self-perception is created by their comparison to others. He uses
psychological studies, which demonstrate that people are harder on themselves than others. This challenges the people's self-perception of being a "hot
mess." He utilizes social media to show how easy it may be to compare oneself to others who are only posting one side of their lives. Brooks' argument
speaks to the toxicity of social media and about the larger issue of mental health. 

This page titled 2.2: Introduction to Summarizing--Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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2.3: Introduction to Summarizing--Assignment

Assignment:
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Now, it’s your turn to put into action some of the summarizing strategies discussed. Read the
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following article and write a 1 paragraph summary about it.

The Fight for Affordable Housing
By Curtis Black
Chicago’s shortage of affordable housing has only grown during the past decade, both during the housing boom, with rentals
converted to condos, and since the crash, with tens of thousands of apartment buildings falling into foreclosure.

But steering against strong economic headwinds, a tenacious community development movement has continued to create

housing and foster economic development in some of the city’s most challenging neighborhoods. There’s also increased

attention on affordable housing threatened by the loss of federal subsidies.

In the 1970s, responding to the loss of population and jobs, a new breed of neighborhood group – nonprofit community

development corporations — went beyond protest to become active players, with a variety of groups focused on housing,

commercial development, or industrial retention.

Filling the role played in many countries by unions and governments, affordable housing groups have tackled the problem of a

for-profit market that is far out of synch with real housing needs, with market-based development often pushing out existing

residents.

National leader

Four decades later, with many thousands of additional units of affordable housing, Chicago is a national leader in the

community development movement, the nation’s most accomplished builder of neighborhoods from the inside, by and with

residents. Chicago’s community development sector includes groups with long deep experience and expertise in building,

financing, and advocating for affordable housing.

Groups like Bickerdike Redevelopment Corporation, Hispanic Housing Development Corporation, and Claretian Associates

have continued to produce housing, even through the depths of the recent recession.

Backing such efforts is a network of nonprofit financial institutions, each with its own niche: Neighborhood Housing Services

lends to individual homeowners and provides homeowner education and counseling; the Community Investment Corporation

lends to small landlords providing affordable housing, and offers property management training; Illinois Facilities Funds helps

finance and build facilities for nonprofits in housing, health care, education and childcare.

NHS and IFF also do direct housing development. CIC is coordinating the Preservation Compact, a public-private effort to

staunch to loss of affordable housing units.

Holistic approach

LISC -Chicago provides financing, technical assistance and capacity building to grassroots development groups. Since 2003,

local networks in 16 neighborhoods have come together through the group’s New Communities Program, centered around an

intensive community planning process. Recognizing the need for a comprehensive approach to development, the groups

coordinate efforts around housing, retail, employment, health and safety concerns with a holistic approach.

One piece is the Smart Communities program, which bridges the digital divide with training, access to technology, and help for

local businesses. Community web portals generate local content about neighborhood news and resources (they’re all available

at NCP’s Neighborhood News site). A new project looks at possibilities for urban gardens and farms in South Side areas with

large vacant tracts.

Neighborhoods near McCormick Place demonstrate continuing progress in hard times. In Bronzeville to the south, Quad

Communities Development Corporation is strategically marshalling long-term investments to lay the groundwork for a revived

retail sector. Construction begins this year on two mixed-used developments on the Cottage Grove corridor.
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To the west, The Resurrection Project continues foreclosure prevention efforts but has also just opened a new six-story

dormitory to support neighborhood students attending area colleges. That’s on top of a new health center, new senior housing

and services, and new schools built in recent years.

Another level of expertise is brought to bear by groups like the Woodstock Institute, the Chicago Rehab Network, and Housing

Action Illinois, which provide research and advocacy that support community development efforts.

Woodstock is a lead partner in the Regional Home Ownership Preservation Initiative, which joins public, private, and nonprofit

agencies to focus on mitigating the impact of foreclosure crisis on the city’s affordable housing stock. CRN closely monitors

the city’s affordable housing plan. The group has criticized city development policies which reinforce gentrification and cause

displacement, called for strict regulation of rental conversion, and proposed policies (PDF link) to “make an affordable city.”

Saving housing subsidies

Meanwhile, organizing groups are focused on the potential loss of federally-subsidized housing, both privately-owned and

public. The Chicago Housing Initiative joins tenants of 58 subsidized developments organizing through seven community

groups to seek better conditions and long-term affordability and to fight budget cuts in Washington.

CHI members including the Metropolitan Tenants Organization and the Kenwood Oakland Community Organization organize

tenants in large subsidized buildings, in part to give them the option of tenant management if developers bow out of expiring

subsidies. After a ten-year MTO campaign at Parkway Gardens on the South Side, the largest HUD-backed private

development in Chicago, a new owner recently committed to extending subsidies for 30 years and investing $40 million in

building improvements.

Southside Together Organizing for Power united tenants at Grove Parc Plaza in Woodlawn and helped bring in a national

affordable housing group to preserve 500 units of subsidized housing. STOP has tenant councils in five subsidized buildings.

CHI is also highlighting thousands of habitable public housing units that the Chicago Housing Authority is refusing to lease.

While CHA’s plan to transform projects into mixed-income developments has stalled, 6,000 of CHA’s remaining 22,000 units

are empty, including many in recently-rehabbed buildings. On the West Side a 20-story senior building has been vacant since

2007, though major repairs were completed several years ago.

Meanwhile nearly 60,000 very-low-income families are on CHA’s waiting lists – and the agency continues to receive federal

operating funds for vacant apartments, according to CHI.

Public housing vacancies

The Logan Square Neighborhood Association is working with residents of Lathrop Homes, a model New Deal-era low-rise

public housing development along with Chicago River. CHA wants to replace half the units with high-rise condos, though the

North Side neighborhood’s condo market is saturated. CHA stopped leasing vacant units in 2000, and two-thirds of Lathrop is

vacant.

Residents have called for full occupancy and for redeveloping Lathrop as 100 percent-affordable; Preservation Chicago and

Landmarks Illinois, concerned with historically-significant architecture, have joined their efforts. (In a recent victory for

residents, Lathrop Homes was placed on the National Registry of Historic Places.)

Just south of McCormick Place, residency levels at CHA’s Lake Parc Place have steadily declined since it was fully rehabbed

as mixed-income housing in 2004; more than half its units are now empty. “The mixed-income model doesn’t work,” said

KOCO’s Brian Malone. (Some development groups, especially those working with CHA, would disagree.)

On the North Side, in areas where single-room-occupancy buildings still offer affordable housing, Lakeview Action Coalition

and Organization of the North East are working to ensure upkeep and keep rents down. LAC is currently building support for

an affordable housing initiative for Lincoln Park, a neighborhood that was gentrified decades ago.
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On another front, the Chicago Coalition for the Homeless does outreach at shelters and organizes homeless youth and sex trade

survivors. For twenty years the group’s Women’s Empowerment Project has worked with homeless women to become

advocates for their families and for better policies. Spearheading Sweet Home Chicago, a coalition of community groups, CCH

won a share of city development subsidies for affordable housing last year.

“Fight for Affordable Housing” by Steve Franklin, Chicago Stories, used under CC BY-NC
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3.1: Introduction to Genres--Reading Assignment

How do you recognize a writing genre?
To better understand how we can better understand writing genres, let’s think about movies. You’re able
to tell apart a horror film from a comedy movie. You’re so used to it, too! Think about what you typically
see in a horror movie that you don’t see in a comedy. Think about the type of music that you’re most
likely to hear in one over the other and the mood that music sets in horror versus comedy. You can even
consider how a horror movie is shot (scenes with less light and more shadows) versus a comedy (scenes
have more lighting). You can also consider how the plots in horror follow a specific structure and how
plots in comedy films follow a very different structure.

You can also probably find some areas where horror and comedy films have some things in common! It’s
probably easier for you to understand the conventions of different film genres because you’ve been
exposed to movies a lot more than college writing. All to say, with practice and patience, you will be able
to do the same with writing genres.

Every type of writing genre will have specific patterns, language, techniques and conventions that are
recognizable for that type of writing.

What are some genres of writing encountered in college?
Abstract: An abstract typically precedes a longer academic article and provides a quick overview of what

the paper will be about. You’ll encounter abstracts when researching academic sources. Reading
abstracts will help you determine whether the longer article will be useful to your research.

Academic Email: You’ll be expected to write emails to your professors and other college professionals
differently than you would a friend.

Annotated Bibliography: This type of writing will help you organize the sources that you are using in a
research assignment. You will write a brief summary of each source you are using that focuses on
description, evaluation, and annotation.

Argumentative Essay: In this type of essay, you will be making a claim about a topic and providing support
that strengthens your claim.

Blogs: There are a variety of blogs from academic, corporate, and personal blogs that you may encounter in
your own research. Each of these will have different conventions to them.

Book Review: These essays evaluate a book, often providing positive and critical takes on the book. A book
review also compares the book to other similar books in the field. A book review is not a very long
summary of everything that happens in the book.

Close Reading: This type of essay focuses on a small section of a text (sometimes an image or film) and
analyzes that passage. The writer will often interpret meaning and provide a critical analysis of the
passage.

Cover Letter: Many jobs require a cover letter when you apply. This letter provides a more in-depth
understanding of your job experience and why you’re qualified for the role.

Compare/Contrast: This essay focuses on two readings and how they intersect with one another. An author
may choose to find a question or theme that both texts respond to and analyze the different approaches
that the text takes to that question or theme.
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Essay Exam/ Timed Essays: Part of the English 101 curriculum at our college requires students to write a
Timed Essay Exam. Essay exams will have a specific prompt that you will be expected to respond to.
Reading and understanding the prompt is key to succeeding in these essays.

Film Review: These essays evaluate a movie, often providing positive and critical takes on the movie. A
film review also compares the book to other similar books in the field. A film review is not a very long
summary of everything that happens in the film.

Group Essay: You may be asked to write a collaborative essay with others in some of your classes. These
essays should be done collaboratively (sharing ideas together) rather than dividing sections for each
group member to complete. The goal is to ensure the group essay is cohesive.

Letters to the Editor: You’ll find these typically in newspapers (online or in print). Letters to the editor can
be a response to previous articles or op-eds that the newspaper has published. Writers can also chime in
about local, state, national, and international current events. They can range in viewpoints and can be
written by anyone, even if they are not an expert on the topic.

Literature Review: You may be asked to write a literature review in addition to a research paper. A literature
review focuses on the sources that you will use in the research paper. You will provide a critical analysis
of your sources and also note how their claims may intersect with one another. This is different than an
Annotated Bibliography!

Music Review: Similar to a book and film review, a music review will provide a critical response to an
album, song, or music video. The author will focus on areas that the album may excel or fall short in, as
well as on the overall impact that the album may have on that genre.

Op-ed: Like letters to the editor, an op-ed will also appear in newspapers (print or online). They are also
written by readers of that publication but are more nuanced than a letter to the editor. An author will take
a specific stance on an argument, support their argument, and also acknowledge potential
counterarguments.

Oral Presentation: You may be asked to do a presentation as an assignment. While you don’t have to write a
paper to prepare, you should still organize your thoughts ahead of time and understand the structure you
will be using. You will need to articulate what topic you are focusing on, if there is a position that you
are taking, and support that claim throughout your presentation.

Personal Essay: Authors will write a personal essay that is based on a personal experience. Unlike a
memoir, a personal essay does not cover the entirety of the author's lived experiences. An author will use
one personal experience to depict how they may have grown or learned from that experience.

Personal Statement: College admissions and scholarship applications may require a personal statement.
Each college or scholarship will have specific items that they want you to cover in a personal statement.
Usually you want to share your academic, job, and what you’re interested in to demonstrate why you
may be a good fit for the college or why you match with the scholarship’s mission.

Peer Reviewed Journal Articles: You will find these published within academic and scholarly journals. They
are written by experts in the field. Prior to publication, fellow experts in the field will review the article
to ensure the quality of the research within the article.

Research Paper: You will encounter a few research paper assignments. Prior to the actual writing of this
paper, you will need to engage with and evaluate the types of sources that you will be using for this.
You’ll need to determine what you want to say about your research. There are two types of research
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papers: argumentative and analytical. Both require you to start with a research question and to take a
stance that attempts to answer that question.

o Example of an argumentative research question: Is graduating college worth it? à You will
have to define what you mean by worth it, and you’ll be able to take a stance on the topic.
You will then need to find sources that support your claim.

o Example of an analytical research question: How should readers interpret code-switching in
Junot Díaz’s The Brief Wonderous Life of Oscar Wao? à This research question focuses on
analyzing a particular book.

A research paper is not a summary of your sources.

Rhetorical Analysis: This type of paper asks you to consider the rhetorical tools (logos, ethos, pathos,
Kairos) that an author or speaker uses in their article/speech/video/etc. and whether the author used them
effectively for the point they were trying to make.

Reflective Writing: The exact prompt for a reflection paper can vary. For example, an instructor may ask
you to evaluate your growth as a writer in their class. A different instructor may ask you to reflect on
how you felt doing volunteer work, etc. Overall, you will be looking into your thoughts and feelings and
making sense of them.

*This list only covers a few genres.

Given how many writing genres you’ll encounter during your college career, it’s important to read
through the writing assignments that you receive in class.

What do you do when you encounter a writing genre you are unfamiliar with?
When you encounter a reading assignment consider the writing situation.

Topic

o Who typically writes about this topic?

Audience

o Who is most likely to read the text? For example, what type of audience is likely to read a
film review? Why might they read film reviews? What type of knowledge does an
audience who reads film reviews already have?

o What is the author’s relationship to those who will likely read the text?

Purpose for writing

o What does the author hope the text will accomplish? For example, is this essay to persuade
or is the author providing a call for action?

o Who traditionally writes these kinds of texts?

Also consider where you normally see this type of writing. For example, an op-ed is often published in
major news outlets like The New York Times. Where was the text you encountered published?

This page titled 3.1: Introduction to Genres--Reading Assignment is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Angelica Davila.
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3.2: "How I Celebrate Life on the Day of the Dead" by Linda González--Classroom Activity

In-class Exercise and Discussion:
The following is an excerpt from a personal essay titled, “How I Celebrate Life on the Day of the Dead” by Linda González.
1) Read the excerpt independently and take notes on the type of patterns, language, techniques and conventions that you pick up on.
2) Then come back together as a class or form small groups to discuss your findings. Take notes from your class/group discussion, as your
homework assignment will focus on comparing and contrasting the genre conventions found within a personal essay with those found within
a film review.

How I Celebrate Life on the Day of the Dead
By: Linda González
Every year as November 1 approaches, I do the math to remember how long ago my father passed away on Día de los Muertos. This year, I
dutifully pulled up my calculator and subtracted 1996 from 2017. Twenty-one years. And then the obvious hits me. I can always know how
long it has been since he passed on to his next life by subtracting one year from my twins’ age. They are 22 and were just a year old when
their abuelo died. I remember carrying Gina down the aisle behind the casket, her and Teo’s new life blooming while that same year Tot’s had
faded.
I set up my altar this week, pulling out the pictures of my dearly departed and adding new ones from this year. The first step is always laying
out the cross-stitched mantle with years of stains and a dark mark from when a candle burned too hot. I tape papel picado above the altar,
remembering this ritual is not a dirge; it is an opening of the veil to celebrate the lives that touched me and my comunidades. It is a time to
think about why I miss them and ponder how to keep them alive in the present moment.
I imagine my dad’s disappointed spirit hovering over the Dodgers as they lost in the World Series. I invoke my mom’s stovetop magic as I
figure out what to do with a bag of zucchini that must be cooked tonight. I remember the mothers who grieve their sons’ vibrant spirits every
day, and I take a moment to send Snapchats to my beloved cuates.
Día de los Muertos is so ingrained in my being that I am startled to see people in costume; my mind wonders for a second, “What’s that all
about?” This is amazing because I was so involved in Halloween while my children were growing up—making costumes, figuring out the
healthiest candy to hand out, trading my children’s candy for money so they were not overloaded with sugar (and I could store their loot for
the next Halloween).
In years past, I have hosted gatherings to decorate sugar skulls, loving this tradition of blending death with creativity. I treasured giving my
children and their friends the chance to be playful and imaginative with something that so many people fear. As a writer, I live in that crevice
of light and shadow, writing drafts only to end their existence for another version and then another and then yet another.
I love the transparency of life and death, the calaveras that dance and meditate and watch TV. Each skeleton could be anyone of us, and one
day we will know what our antepasados experienced after their last out-breath. One day we will see there is no separation between any of us,
alive and dead.
The first and only altar in my parents’ home was the one we created on a cake after my dad’s funeral, laying out the detallitos of his life that
he allowed to be visible. The secrets were still within him, wisps of energy that over the years encircled us with cariño or strangled our voices
or tripped us as we ran.
As I set up my altar year after year, I breathe in the musty smell of the newspapers I have carried from home to home. These crinkled
papelitos wrap and unwrap memories and give space for those I loved and lost to whisper consejos in the stillness. I unbind my heart wounds
and apply the salve gained from another year of living—that little bit more of perspective and wisdom nestled in my corazón that wraps
around me like a soft, colorful rebozo.
-------
About the author:
Linda González is the author of the memoir The Cost of Our Lives. She has published essays in literary journals and books, is a storyteller,
and received her MFA from Goddard College. This essay is an excerpt from Endangered Species, Enduring Values: An Anthology of San
Francisco Area Writers and Artists of Color, edited by Shizue Seigel, Pease Press, 2018. www.peasepress.com. It was published in Yes!
Magazine, 31 October 2018.
How I Celebrate Life on the Day of the Dead by Linda González is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-No
Derivatives 4.0 International License.

This page titled 3.2: "How I Celebrate Life on the Day of the Dead" by Linda González--Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by Angelica Davila.

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0/
https://human.libretexts.org/@go/page/315834?pdf
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/03%3A_Introduction_to_Genres_by_Angelica_Davila/3.02%3A_How_I_Celebrate_Life_on_the_Day_of_the_Dead_by_Linda_Gonzalez--Classroom_Activity
http://www.lindagonzalez.net/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/03%3A_Introduction_to_Genres_by_Angelica_Davila/3.02%3A_How_I_Celebrate_Life_on_the_Day_of_the_Dead_by_Linda_Gonzalez--Classroom_Activity
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/03%3A_Introduction_to_Genres_by_Angelica_Davila/3.02%3A_How_I_Celebrate_Life_on_the_Day_of_the_Dead_by_Linda_Gonzalez--Classroom_Activity?no-cache


3.3.1 https://human.libretexts.org/@go/page/315835

3.3: Introduction to Genres--Assignment

Assignment:
During class you read Linda González’s “How I Celebrate Day of the Dead” and discussed the writing conventions that make up part of the personal essay
genre. For your homework assignment, read the following film review, “Film review: Thomas Banks’ Quest for Love tackles life as a gay man with disability”
by Amie O’Shea.

1) Take notes on what genre conventions are being used in a film review. In order to better identify these writing conventions, think about the structure of the
article and what the author chose to focus on, as well as the writing situation.

2) After reading the film review, review your notes from your class discussion on González’s personal essay. Compare and contrast what you discovered
between the two writing genres. There is a chart at the end of this page to help you organize your thoughts. *Remember that you are focusing on comparing
and contrasting the genre conventions found between a personal essay and film review, NOT comparing and contrasting what each text was about.

Film review: Thomas Banks’ Quest for Love tackles life as a gay man with disability
By Amie O-Shea
Review: Thomas Banks’ Quest for Love, directed by Pip Kelly
In Thomas Banks’ Quest for Love, Banks — a writer and comedian with cerebral palsy — addresses the additional taboos experienced by people with disability with diverse sexual ide
The son of sheep farmers in regional Victoria, Banks came out as gay to his parents aged 16 and made this film because he wanted “to make people understand what it’s like to have 
also be gay too”.
Banks is not alone. In Australia’s largest national survey on the health and well-being of LGBTIQ people, more than a third of respondents identified as having a disability or a lo
condition.
Many of Banks’ experiences shown in the film are echoed in my recent research with LGBTIQA+ people with disability in Victoria. They include having movements and mobili
drunkenness and managing disability disclosure in an online dating environment. Yet he remains determined.
Disability and sex
Sexuality is intrinsic to being human. Taboos around sexual identity and sexual expression form one of the barriers faced by people with disability. As disability advocate and writer A
put it:
Sexuality is often the source of our deepest oppression; it is also often the source of our deepest pain. It’s easier for us to talk about — and formulate strategies for changing — di
employment, education, and housing than to talk about our exclusion from sexuality and reproduction.
The current state of sex education and information provision for people with disability in Australia is deficient.
When available at all, it typically focuses on the “nuts and bolts” of sexuality without creating space for the nuance and exploration of the human experience.
The NDIS has led to a number of changes and improvements in the lives of people with disability in Australia, but the exclusion of sexuality continues.
In his own voice
Banks and I are both part of the Geelong LGBTIQ community. His part raunchy, part cheeky “oooh” is a kind of audible signature that alerts the room to his presence.
Although — or perhaps because — Banks has a speech impairment as a result of cerebral palsy, he is a master communicator. He capitalises on his diverse communication as an arti
the film, when he dials a wrong number, Banks patiently uses a variety of techniques to help the person on the call understand what he is saying. Eventually, he politely announces he 
up.
So it’s rather jarring to hear voice-over actor Lachlan Tetloe-Stuart, who doesn’t have a speech impairment, read Banks’ first-person narration.
When Banks speaks on camera, his speech is subtitled because it can be difficult to understand. At other times, the use of the narrator is confusing. The audience misses the authen
communication, and the opportunity to connect more directly with his experience. His story becomes mediated through another person.
The audience is presumed incapable of making the effort to read captions or invest effort in the act of listening.
Unafraid to be seen
In earlier research, I spoke with a lesbian with intellectual disability who described a 2009 kiss between two female characters as “one of my favourite parts” of the TV soap Home and 
But a 2016 report from Screen Australia confirms the notable under-representation of LGBTQI characters (5%) and characters with an identifiable disability (4%). We clearly need to d
On the topic of inclusion and representation, Banks is not afraid to provoke. At one point he is seen interviewing guests at the Logie Awards red carpet, asking them why people with d
featured in mainstream Australian media — and certainly not allowed to be sexual.
When one celebrity humorously responds to his question by assuming he is straight, the point is neatly made that a non-normative sexual expression is inconceivable to many.
Twice in the film Banks is shown in a passionate kiss with another man. He makes visible that which is rarely seen: people with disability experiencing sexual pleasure.
In a magnificent demonstration of how strongly language can influence perceptions, Banks introduces us to his “personal assistant”. In choosing not to use the language of “car
worker”, Banks has positioned their relationship as one we associate with success, and away from ideas of “help”.
Thomas Banks’ Quest for Love speaks to the experiences of so many in the disability and LGBTIQ communities in the search for pride and self-acceptance in a world which seeks to di
He ends the film telling us:
I am me and I don’t give a shit about what people think about me. […] I know I will never become like you, but this is who I am.

“Film review: Thomas Banks’ Quest for Love tackles life as a gay man with disability” by Amie O’Shea, The Conversation, used under CC BY-ND 4.0 DEED
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4.2: Introduction to Claims--Reading

In the previous sections that covered critical reading, summarizing, and writing genres, you saw the word
claim a few times. When you are reading a text, you want to identify what the author’s claim is, and
when you are writing your own paper you want to make sure you are making a specific claim.

What is a claim?
A claim is the foundation of an argument you are making. A claim is not the same thing as a research
question, but it is a statement that an author makes on any given subject. A claim should be debatable
meaning that others can offer counterclaims to you. A claim is different from a topic.

Claim:

“Superhero movies are ruining cinema.”

^ This claim is taking a stance and is debatable.

Topic:

Superhero movies

The author for the above claim is taking a position on superhero movies. Others can also argue against
this author’s claim.

What types of claims are there?

There are three types of claims:

Claims of fact
Claims of value
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Claims of policy

Claims of Fact

What is it?
A claim that asserts something that can be proved or disproved by factual evidence.
Example:
Increasing the amount of affordable housing in our city may help lower the houseless population.

Claims of Value

What is it?
A claim that asserts that something is good or bad, or that one thing is better than another.
Example:
Chicago pizza is better than New York City pizza.

Claims of Policy

What is it?
A claim that asserts specific conditions need to exist or that a specific type of action needs to be taken
in order to resolve a problem.
Example:
States that have legalized recreational marijuana should expunge marijuana convictions.

Let’s revisit the claim from earlier:

“Superhero films are ruining cinema.”

What type of claim do you think that is and why?

1. Claim of fact
2. Claim of value
3. Claim of policy

The correct answer is b) claim of value. An author arguing that superhero films are ruining cinema can
provided support to back up their claim, but the claim itself is based on what the author believes makes
good cinema and how superhero films don’t fit into their definition of good cinema.

This page titled 4.2: Introduction to Claims--Reading is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Angelica Davila.
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4.3: Introduction to Claims--Classroom Activity

In-class Group Work & Class Discussion:
There are two parts to this activity.
Part 1: In small groups identify what type of claim the statements below are. Your choices are:

Claim of fact
Claim of value
Claim of policy

1. The death penalty doesn’t lower crime.
2. Capital punishment is inhumane, and we shouldn’t get to decide who gets the death penalty.
3. Considering how many inmates on death row become acquitted of their charges, the federal government should ban states from using
capital punishment.
4. The gap in college degree completion between Latinos and their White peers is wider than it’s been before.
5. The school district should implement a bilingual education program to assist the recent migrant families that have arrived in the town.
6. Public universities provide the same education that private colleges do but with lower tuition costs.
7. Unlike Facebook, TikTok provides a better platform for disability activists.
8. Unless countries control their carbon emissions, global temperatures will continue to rise.
9. With the rise of AI writing tools, schools should revisit their plagiarism protocol to keep up with how to discipline students who use
ChatGPT and other similar AI.
10. Diabetes has increased in the town of San Cristóbal de las Casas in Chiapas, México where Coca-Cola controls a majority of the water use
in the region and we should demand for more public protection of water.

Part 2: After discussing your answers with the class, return to your small groups. Pick 1 of the following topics and create a claim of fact,
value, and policy. Remember that a claim should be debatable. This may require you to do some quick research on the topic.

College tuition
Social media
Standardized tests
Prison labor
Plastic bag ban
Book bans
Animal testing
Increasing/lowering the voting age
Vaping

This page titled 4.3: Introduction to Claims--Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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4.4: Introduction to Claims--Assignment

Putting into practice your critical reading skills and what you learned about genres, summarizing, and claims, read the following
article. When you are done reading:

1. In your own words, what is the author’s claim? (hint: you may have to put a few things together to understand the claim)
2. What type of claim is this? (fact, value, or policy)
3. Explain why it is a claim of fact, value, or policy.
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4. Write a 1 paragraph summary that identifies the author’s claim and main points of support.

The federal poverty line struggles to capture the economic hardship that half of
Americans face
By Celine-Marie Pascale
Michael Chase works two jobs in southeast Ohio: one as a hotel night clerk and one as retail support – sorting through donations, setting new merchandise out,
cleaning – at a nonprofit.
His schedule is not fixed in either job, and his hours are not guaranteed. Some weeks he works back-to-back eight-hour shifts. Some weeks he works fewer than 30
hours. Neither job offers sick leave, vacation time or health insurance.
Chase shares an apartment with three other people, something he finds stressful. And he is not always confident that he can make his portion of the rent. Between
the two jobs, Chase earns less than US$16,000 a year. While it may not sound like a lot, that places him well above the federal poverty line for a single person:
$12,760.

As a sociologist concerned with inequality, I spent one year conducting field work and interviews across the country for my recent book, which examines how

Americans cope with economic struggles amid stagnant wages and rising costs of living.

Nearly everyone I interviewed worked multiple service industry jobs. Yet I didn’t meet anyone who thought of themselves as poor.

More commonly they referred to themselves as the struggling class: They struggle economically and hold an often unfounded hope that things will get better. But

you can’t work your way out of poverty in low-wage jobs.

Low-wage jobs in the 21st century are not only the lowest rung on a career ladder, they are often the only rung.

Across the country, millions of low-wage workers like Chase struggle to pay their bills each month, despite holding multiple jobs.

Defining poverty

“I’m fine,” Chase told me. “I don’t consider myself poor … I guess I would say I am struggling a little bit. For me, people who don’t have food are poor. Or

someone who can’t feed their kids, or you might not have running water or even electricity. You don’t have the right things you need to even survive.”

Chase was not unusual in his assessment of poverty.

The economic struggles of millions in the United States are erased by the federal definition of the poverty line and by outdated conceptions of low-wage work.

A recent study by the Brookings Institution defined low-wage work as a median hourly wage of $10.22, or $17,950 per year. By this measure, 44% of all workers

in the U.S. are low-wage earners.

In 2021, according to the National Low Income Housing Coalition, a worker needs to earn $20.40 per hour to be able to afford a modest one-bedroom apartment

anywhere in the country. That’s an annual salary of $40,800 – more than twice what Brookings refers to as the median wage for low-wage work.

Federal data shows that roughly 51% or workers live on less than $35,000 annually. Low wages, unreliable hours and a lack of benefits have come to dominate the

U.S. economic landscape.

To understand the economic hardship that more than half of Americans face, it is critical that researchers shift their thinking away from an outdated federal measure

of poverty. Instead, they should focus on measures of self-sufficiency.

Economic self sufficiency

Economic self-sufficiency is the ability to reliably meet basic needs, including food, housing, transportation, child care, medical expenses and other necessities.

The Economic Policy Institute, a nonpartisan think tank, provides a Family Budget Calculator that calculates measures of economic self-sufficiency across the

country.

The organization provides a transparent estimate of what it costs to be economically self-sufficient. It is not a calculation of poverty.

The calculations are based on Department of Agriculture data such as food costs and Fair Market Rent, a measure developed by the Department of Housing and

Urban Development to determine payments for housing assistance programs.

In southeast Ohio, the self-sufficiency budget for Chase provided by the Economic Policy Institute calculator is $34,545 – more than twice what he earns and

nearly three times the federal poverty line.

If Chase lived in San Francisco, his economic self-sufficiency budget would be $69,072. Across the bay in Oakland, California, it would be $57,383. Keep in mind

that the federal poverty line for a single person living anywhere in the U.S. is $12,760.

For families, the gap between the federal poverty line and economic self-sufficiency is even wider. Self-sufficiency for two adults with two children who live in

San Francisco requires an annual income of $148,440, while the federal poverty line for this same family of four in 2020 was $25,701.

Self-sufficiency calculations vary by region. For example, self-sufficiency for this same family of four in Athens County, Ohio, would require an income of

$72,284; in the Sioux City metro area of South Dakota, this family would need $78,935 to meet all of their basic needs.

Self-sufficiency measures are not perfect.

The Economic Policy Institute calculations do not consider debt, which can be significant. Further, the calculation relies on Fair Market Rent, which designates

regional rents in the 40th percentile as fair market. This means that in any area, 60% of housing is more expensive than Fair Market Rent.

For Chase in Ohio, a livable one-bedroom apartment runs $800 to $1,300 a month, but Fair Market Rent allocates only $605 for rent.
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Despite these problems, measures of self-sufficiency are more effective than the federal poverty line. By delineating the costs of basic expenses, they draw a far

more accurate line of where poverty begins.

It might seem like a matter of common sense that the nation needs to calculate how much families actually need to spend on basic expenses in order to understand

where poverty begins. But policymakers still rely on the federal poverty line for calculating economic safety nets. A measure of self-sufficiency would enable the

nation to identify levels of economic need as they exist – and therefore to establish effective safety nets.

“The federal poverty line struggles to capture the economic hardship that half of Americans face” by Celine-Marie Pascale, The
Conversation, used under CC BY-ND 4.0 DEED
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5.2: Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals --Readings

Make a list of what persuasive strategies authors, speakers, and advertisers use to convey a message to an audience. Think
about texts that you have read, advertisements you have seen in video or on the train, and even what persuasive techniques
content creators use in their videos. Chances are that a majority of the things you listed are rhetorical devices and appeals.
What exactly are these? They are techniques that an author/speaker/brand utilizes in order to convey to a reader/audience
their message with the goal of persuading them. When you understand how to use rhetorical appeals you will be able to
better evaluate texts that you read and strengthen your own writing skills.

What are the four types of rhetorical appeals?
1. Logos
2. Pathos
3. Ethos
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4. Kairos

Logos

What is it?
Logos appeals to reason and logic to support a claim and to persuade an audience.
Characteristics:

Focuses on the text of the argument (the message)
Often uses data to support its claim
Uses consistency and clarity within its argument
Counters emotional biases by presenting objective evidence

Pathos

What is it?
Pathos appeals to emotions, beliefs, and values.
Characteristics:

Focuses on the emotions, values, and beliefs of the author’s intended audience
Elicits empathy from audience (audience can then relate to those who are affected by the topic)
Helps audience understand an argument’s significance by often explaining how it would help or harm the world around
them
Counters emotional biases by presenting objective evidence

Ethos

What is it?
Ethos appeals to the author’s/speaker’s credibility, character, and trustworthiness.
Characteristics:

An author may provide more than one side of an issue in order to create ethos and then explaining why the author’s claim
is correct
Can rely on the author’s reputation/expertise in a specific field
Can rely on organizations/companies that the author is associated with
Can also rely on where the author’s work is being published (personal blog versus a newspaper)

Kairos

What is it?
Kairos refers to the timeliness of an argument.
Characteristics:

Requires an appropriate tone, structure, and to come at the right time
Argument essentially relies on the concept that “now” is the best time to talk about it

Video: “Rhetorical Appeals: Ethos, Logos & Pathos!”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ihbIm3YiGc0

What is rhetorical analysis?

A rhetorical analysis breaks down the whole (article, speech, commercial) into pieces and examines the author’s purpose
(message) and how the author is attempting to convey that message. A rhetorical analysis explains what, why, and how.

What is taking place within the article/speech/commercial/etc.
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Why the author/speaker/advertiser might have chosen a specific rhetorical appeal or device
How the author’s choices impact the audience’s reception of the message

A rhetorical analysis also requires you to ask whether the author/speaker successfully supported their claim.

A rhetorical analysis is not a summary of the article, speech, or video.

This page titled 5.2: Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals --Readings is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica
Davila.
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5.3: Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals --Classroom Activity

In-class Group Work & Class Discussion:
Below are a few video advertisements that you will watch as a class. As you watch them take notes on:
1. What message do you think the commercial is trying to sell about the brand or product?
2. What rhetorical appeals are being used? Write down specific examples. (Be sure to also consider the music, tone, and images that you see.)
3. In small groups, discuss your findings. Then answer the following question as a group:

1. Do you think the advertiser achieved their message? In other words, did they effectively communicate their message with the rhetorical appeals that they
used?

1. Only Basketball | Nike
2. EasyEgg Advert
3. Colgate Total 30s – Phillippines, 1999
4. Fuel Efficient Hybrid Sedan 2014 Toyota Prius
5. Counselor – Get a Mac (archived Apple commercial)

This page titled 5.3: Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals --Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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5.4: Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals --Assignment

Assignment:

1. Read the following article and take notes on the rhetorical devices that the author uses.
2. Complete the rhetorical analysis graphic organizer at the bottom of this page (copy it in your notebook).

Why the Destruction of a Black Neighborhood Matters to Me — and Should Matter to Everyone
By Brandi Kellam, Virgina Center for Investigative Journalism at WHRO

This article was produced for ProPublica’s Local Reporting Network in partnership with the Virginia Center for Investigative Journalism. Sign up for Dispatches to
get stories like this one as soon as they are published.

As a high school sprinter in Virginia’s Tidewater region, I often participated in meets at Christopher Newport University’s Freeman Center, which had one of the
few indoor tracks in the area. I won 500-meter races against top runners, and my high school was team champion.

Track and field was a huge part of my identity. I looked forward to crossing the Monitor-Merrimac bridge over the James River to Newport News, and I saw the
opportunity to display my skill at Christopher Newport as a way to impress colleges and earn an athletic scholarship. It wouldn’t be until 20 years later that I
understood the underlying irony. The construction of Christopher Newport, where Black athletes like me competed alongside our white counterparts, had displaced
Black homeowners whose hopes and aspirations were dashed by racism.

That personal connection helps explain why I have spent more than two years exploring a largely forgotten tragedy: how Newport News officials and educational
leaders eradicated the Black middle-class area of Shoe Lane to establish and expand Christopher Newport’s campus.

Month after month, first under a Columbia University grant, and then under a ProPublica/Virginia Center for Investigative Journalism fellowship, I pored over
archival records in Newport News libraries and city offices, reconstructing Shoe Lane’s history. Often going back a century or more, I examined land deeds, voter
rolls, newspaper clippings, City Council minutes, marriage licenses and obituaries. I also interviewed remaining residents, descendants of former property owners,
eminent domain and civil rights attorneys, local historians, academic experts and Virginia legislators.

My investigation cast my home region in a different light. I thought about how racism had constrained where my parents and grandparents could live. My father
managed a grocery store in Newport News, but I hadn’t known much about the city’s past. Now I recognized that housing patterns, such as the concentration of
Black people in the impoverished downtown at the southern tip, didn’t simply reflect market conditions such as prices and availability. They also resulted from
government actions, like redlining or eminent domain seizures, that have contributed to a widening racial gap in homeownership nationwide. About 73% of white
households own their homes, compared with 44% of Black households, according to the National Association of Realtors.

I also realized that colleges and universities have at times exacerbated those inequalities. All too often, educational institutions also control the narrative about their
role in society, including their expansion into diverse communities, and it’s the journalist’s responsibility to find victims and make their voices heard. “The
University publicly acknowledges that residents of a valuable and well-established neighborhood were displaced by decisions made about the location of the
University,” spokesperson Jim Hanchett said in a statement. “University faculty have spearheaded efforts to raise awareness of this history and its impact. At the
same time, the University’s growth has fueled the economic revival of Newport News’ mid-city area.”

I first learned about the neighborhood that was destroyed to make way for Christopher Newport from an alumnus. I was looking for a reporting project near my
hometown of Chesapeake, Virginia. After a decade of reporting nationally, I wanted to make an impact in my home community. My source told me about the
demolition of the Shoe Lane area, adding that a Christopher Newport professor, Phillip Hamilton, had written a paper about it.

Initially, I juggled my Shoe Lane reporting with my day job as a CBS producer in Washington, D.C. I spent nights and weekends researching the history of Black
communities in Virginia and throughout the South. I found that a neighborhood of Black property owners was unusual but hardly unprecedented. In the late 19th
century, freed slaves and other African Americans who were shut out of white areas formed communities where they could seek refuge from racism. Sometimes
Black Civil War veterans pooled money to buy land, or Black people acquired property from white former slave owners with whom they had kinship ties. Joseph
Clarke, a former slave, bought 100 acres from a white landowner and divided them among Black families to establish the town of Eatonville in central Florida in
1887.

In Virginia, rates of landownership among freed slaves and their descendants were consistently high. In one Virginia county, 76% of Black heads of household
owned land in 1890. In 1915, about 60% of Virginia’s landowners were African American, according to Adrienne Petty, a professor of history at William & Mary.

When I spoke with Hamilton, I asked if he felt there was anything missing from his research. He said he wished that he could have talked with the families exiled
by eminent domain, but that they were long gone.

I wasn’t so sure. The alumnus had mentioned that a few families remained in the area. I decided to look for them. Crossing the bridge again to Newport News, I
drove around the campus. I noticed one house surrounded by Christopher Newport buildings and only accessible through a university parking lot. I knocked on the
door but no one answered, so I left my business card in the mailbox.

I had better luck at a house on Shoe Lane, where an elderly Black resident, Barbara Johnson, opened her door. I introduced myself and told her that I had learned
about the community that used to exist where the college is now and that I wanted to tell its story.

Standing on the front porch while keeping the door ajar, Barbara told me that I should speak with her husband, James, who grew up in the community. I told her
that my experience covering national stories had ignited a passion to return to my roots and report on barriers facing the local Black community.

After a brief conversation about her memories of the neighborhood and race relations in Newport News, she gave me their phone number, which I called a few days
later. James answered.
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"I don’t know if I can be beneficial to you or not," he told me. “I don't get involved with politics, because I like a quiet life. But if I can do anything to connect dots
you already have, perhaps I can try.” He said he had some photos and documents that he might be willing to show me.

I told him I would appreciate anything he could share and asked if I could meet him and Barbara at their home. He agreed, and we scheduled a time.

When I sat down at the Johnsons’ dining room table two days later, I discovered James had more to offer than I ever imagined. He and Barbara told me about
growing up on a farm there, and about how the seizure of the neighborhood’s core by eminent domain had thwarted their family’s plan to build a subdivision for
Black families. He showed me albums and notebooks filled with his photos of the demolished houses and with newspaper clippings he had collected. He described
how preserving these records had been cathartic for him. It became clear that this quiet, seemingly stoic man had organized and collected over 60 years’ worth of
records out of a deep attachment to the only place he knew as home.

I realized that, despite our differences in age and occupation, he and I weren’t that different. We both were dedicated to preserving the history of the community.
James inspired me to work harder, and I often told him that he would have been a terrific journalist.

The Johnsons were well aware that the same forces that uprooted their community had devastated other Black neighborhoods across the country. As I continued
reporting, I realized just how fiercely the Johnsons and other Black families had fought against redlining and other outgrowths of systemic racism, how doggedly
they had pursued their piece of the American dream, and how much they had sacrificed.

As a Black journalist, I’m grateful for the unique access the Johnsons granted me. They and others from the Shoe Lane community gave me the rare opportunity to
witness its history and shift the narrative.

“Why the Destruction of a Black Neighborhood Matters to Me — and Should Matter to Everyone” by Brandi Kellam, ProPublica, used under CC BY-ND 3.0 US
DEED

Rhetorical Analysis Graphic Organizer:

1) Author’s Purpose: _____________________________________________

2)

Appeals My Thoughts Examples from the text

Logos:
How did the author use logic and
reason in their argument?

Pathos:
How did the author appeal to a
reader’s emotions, values, and
beliefs?

Ethos:
How did the author demonstrate that
they are credible?

Kairos:
Does this argument appear timely? Is
not the time to discuss this?

3) Did the author achieve their purpose? Why or why not? _________________________________________________________________________________

This page titled 5.4: Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals --Assignment is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0/
https://human.libretexts.org/@go/page/315843?pdf
https://www.propublica.org/article/why-destruction-of-a-black-neighborhood-matters-to-me
https://www.propublica.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/05%3A_Introduction_to_Rhetorical_Appeals_by_Angelica_Davila/5.04%3A_Introduction_to_Rhetorical_Appeals_--Assignment
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/05%3A_Introduction_to_Rhetorical_Appeals_by_Angelica_Davila/5.04%3A_Introduction_to_Rhetorical_Appeals_--Assignment?no-cache


1

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

6: Introduction to Logical Fallacies by Angelica Davila
This chapter continues building on concepts learned in "Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals and Rhetorical Analysis."

This chapter’s content focuses and builds on the following English 101/97 Student Learning Outcomes:

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Analyze texts for main ideas, supporting details, rhetorical strategy, and point of view

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use interpretation to recognize the author’s meaning and strategies (e.g., induction,
deduction) to develop ideas

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use inference to draw conclusions from textual evidence and prior knowledge

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Evaluate texts (e.g., purpose, claims, evidence, objectivity, vocabulary)

This chapter contains a reading, classroom activity, and an assignment that helps students identify logical fallacies.

6.1: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Reading
6.2: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Assignment
6.3: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Classroom Activity

This page titled 6: Introduction to Logical Fallacies by Angelica Davila is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed,
and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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6.1: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Reading
The chapter titled, “Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals and Rhetorical Analysis”, you learned about the four types of rhetorical
appeals (logos, pathos, ethos, and Kairos) that authors, speakers, and advertisers use to convey a message to an audience. The in-
class activity and assignment asked you to identify the messages conveyed in both commercial advertisements and in the article,
“Why the Destruction of a Black Neighborhood Matters to Me – and Should Matter to Everyone” by analyzing the rhetorical
appeals utilized in each.

It is important to note that the use of logos, pathos, ethos, and Kairos does not automatically mean that the speaker’s argument is a
good argument. Academic settings favor arguments that have a strong logical foundation and support. As students in college, you
should be aware of how to ensure that your arguments are logically sound. For this, it is important to understand how to avoid
flaws in the logic that you may use in an argument.

These flaws are called logical fallacies.

This chapter will focus on helping you identify logical fallacies within readings, speeches, and videos you may come across. Some
speakers may use logical fallacies on purpose to sway people into believing their argument, even if it uses false logic. Some
speakers may decide to fool their audience on purpose. This is why it is important to identify logical fallacies. This strengthens
your critical reading toolbelt. Additionally, some of us may end up using logical fallacies without even realizing. Therefore,
identifying logical fallacies in our own writing also helps us become better writers.

This chapter’s content focuses and builds on the following English 101/97 Student Learning Outcomes:

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Analyze texts for main ideas, supporting details, rhetorical strategy, and point of view

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use interpretation to recognize the author’s meaning and strategies (e.g., induction,
deduction) to develop ideas

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use inference to draw conclusions from textual evidence and prior knowledge

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Evaluate texts (e.g., purpose, claims, evidence, objectivity, vocabulary)

What is a logical fallacy?

· A logical fallacy is an error within your reasoning that undermines the logic of your argument.

· The use of a logical fallacy makes your argument weak.

· Logical fallacies also open your argument to be attacked as inconsistent or false.

What are some logical fallacies?
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There are many logical fallacies. Below is a short list put together by the Cleveland State University:

Logical Fallacies – A Short List

1. Generalization – A conclusion or judgment made from insufficient evidence. When one piece of evidence or information is used to
make a broad conclusion or statement.

2. Cherry picking – Picking and choosing only some of the available evidence in order to present only points most favorable to your
point of view. If someone knowingly chooses certain (favorable) pieces of information and conveniently ignores less favorable
information, then the argument is not supported by all of the available research.

3. Straw Man – An oversimplification of an opposing perspective so that it becomes easy to attack. This is unfair and illogical because
when one oversimplifies or inaccurately represents an argument and refutes that oversimplified version, one is not actually
addressing the argument.

4. Red Herring – Changing topics to avoid the point being discussed. This is an argument tactic in which one attempts to change the
conversation, often by bringing up information that is not relevant to the claim or point being debated, in order to try to control the
conversation. This can be a way to avoid having to address or answer the question at hand, and it harms the quality of an argument.

5. Ad Hominem – It is a personal attack rather than a way of engaging with someone’s ideas. For example: “You are an idiot! That’s
why you’re wrong!” This type of logical fallacy occurs when an arguer attacks or insults the person making opposing arguments
instead of attacking the ideas, the logic, or the evidence within the opposing argument itself. It is a personal attack rather than a way
of engaging with someone’s ideas.

6. Ad Populum – A misused reference to popularly accepted values. For instance: “This is about freedom and righteousness, and if
you believe in those things, then you should believe my argument.” This is an example of misused ethos – when the author is
referencing the values that the audience cares about so that they think only about the values and not about the content of the
argument (or, likely, the fact that there is little intellectual substance in what is being said).

7. Either/or – – This is an argument that attempts to create a situation of absolutes with no options in between. For example: “Either
we intervene, or we are basically no better than the Nazis.” This thinking is fallacious because it assumes that there are only two
options, with nothing in between.

8. Slippery Slope – This is a fallacy that assumes that one thing is going to have a series of consequences or effects–often leading to a
worst-case scenario. For example: “If we let this happen, then that will happen and then the worst possible thing will happen.” It is
false reasoning because 1) it’s impossible to predict the future, 2) it is illogical to suggest that one action will always necessarily lead
to the worst possible outcome, and 3) it assumes a very specific chain of future events. This “if we let this happen there will be some
horrible end” is misuse of cause/effect reasoning, often with some pathos (fear) sprinkled in.

“1st Edition: A Guide to Rhetoric, Genre, and Success in First-Year Writing (No Longer Updated)” by Melanie Gagich & Emilie
Zickel, Cleveland State University, used under CC BY-NC-SA 4.0

Identifying Logical Fallacies:

Look at the advertisement below that promotes coffee consumption at school. Students are the intended audience for this ad and the
message is clear: students should drink coffee. Ask yourself: how does this advertisement push its message to its intended
audience?

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0/
https://human.libretexts.org/@go/page/315845?pdf
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csu-fyw-rhetoric/chapter/logical-fallacies/
https://www.propublica.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/


6.1.3 https://human.libretexts.org/@go/page/315845

“Fallacy Coffee Ad” by Student487, Wikipedia Commons, used under CC BY-SA 4.0.

The coffee advertisement above uses logical fallacies to make its argument that students need coffee. Below are some of the logical
fallacies that it uses:

Slippery Slope:
“If you don’t drink coffee, you could drop out of college and end up homeless.”
Remember that a slippery slope is a fallacy that suggests that one thing leads to another, and that thing
leads to yet another thing.

Post Hoc:

“9/10 coffee drinks achieve a 3.8 GPA. If you drink coffee, you will achieve high grades.”
While the post hoc fallacy was not in the short list provided above, you were probably able to tell that
this claim sounded false when you saw the ad.
A post hoc fallacy is a Latin phrase that means “after this, therefore because of this.” In other words,
this logical fallacy suggests that one event causes another instead of a simple correlation existing
between the two.

The more practice that you have in identifying logical fallacies, the easier it will be for you to identify them in the real world.

This page titled 6.1: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Reading is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Angelica Davila.
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6.2: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Assignment
This assignment will give you time to practice identifying logical fallacies contained in a single paragraph. Participating in this
activity will sharpen your critical reading and analytics skills. You will need to be able to identify logical fallacies as part of your
Rhetorical Analysis Paper in this course. This assignment will also allow you to check your answers at the end.

Assignment:

This assignment has 4 parts.

1) Read only the “Sample argument” section from the handout below.

2) Take note of what sounds like a logical fallacy. If you think you know the name of the logical fallacy, write it down. If you don’t
know the name, write out why you think that sentence is a logical fallacy.

3) Read the “A less fallacious argument for roughly the same claim” section to have a better understanding of how you could make
a stronger argument that avoids logical fallacies.
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4) Check your answers to part 2 of this assignment by clicking the links within the handout reading.

Sample Arguments with Fallacies
What this handout is about
This is an adjunct to our fallacies handout. It presents a sample argument with many fallacies and another, less fallacious, argument.
Sample argument
Try to spot the fallacies in the following passage. To see a breakdown of this argument with comments on the various fallacies, click
here.
· The feminist argument that pornography is harmful has no merit and should not be discussed in college courses. I read “Playboy”
magazine, and I don’t see how it could be harmful. Feminists might criticize me for looking at porn, but they shouldn’t talk; they
obviously look at it, too, or they couldn’t criticize it. Many important people, including the Presidents, writers, and entertainers who
have been interviewed by the magazine and the women who pose in it, apparently agree. Scientific studies so far have not proved that
pornography is harmful, so it must not be harmful. Besides, to be harmful, pornography would either have to harm the men who read it
or the women who pose in it, and since they both choose these activities, they must not be harmful. Feminists should take a lesson from
my parents—they don’t like loud music and won’t have it in their house, but they don’t go around saying it’s harmful to everyone or
trying to prevent others from listening to it. Ever since feminists began attacking our popular culture, the moral foundation of our
society has been weakened; the divorce rate, for example, continues to rise. If feminists would just cease their hysterical opposition to
sex, perhaps relationships in our society would improve. If feminists insist, instead, on banning porn, men will have no freedom and no
pleasure left, and large numbers of women will be jobless and will have to work as prostitutes to support themselves. In light of these
consequences, feminists shouldn’t be surprised if their protests are met with violence. Truly, the feminist argument is baseless.
A less fallacious argument for roughly the same claim
How might we make a stronger argument for the claim that “the feminist argument that pornography is harmful has no merit”? Let’s try
to construct an argument that avoids the fallacies above. Please note that much of the “evidence” here will be made up to serve as a
model—don’t use this page as a source for any actual research on pornography! We’ll see what a good argument could look like, even if
the evidence needed to make that argument doesn’t currently exist.
· The feminist argument that pornography is harmful lacks adequate support. First, the feminist argument typically alleges that
pornography increases men’s willingness to rape women, or at least to think of them only as sex objects. But this argument ignores the
fact that the print pornography industry alone earns more money each year than the entire “legitimate” bookselling industry. For that to
be true, there must be many, many men and women who read pornography regularly. And yet crime statistics suggest that not many men
rape women. Furthermore, most men today believe in women’s equality, as a study by Dr. Knowitall and her research group at the
Institute on the Status of Women demonstrates. Feminists acknowledge that scientific studies have failed to show that porn harms
women. If there had been only a few such studies, or if we had reason to believe they were unreliable, we should conclude that nothing
has yet been shown about whether porn harms women. But I think that when reliable studies have repeatedly failed to show a
relationship, that fact constitutes some evidence that the relationship doesn’t exist. So it seems unlikely that porn is harming women in
the way the feminist argument alleges.
· In the absence of positive evidence from studies, we have to rely on common sense. Can people distinguish between the sometimes-
degrading scenarios they see in porn and real life? I believe they can. I think pornography is a lot like television and movies—it
presents images that, while they certainly do have some impact on us, we all realize are nothing more than fiction. Young children may
have difficulty distinguishing between fantasy and reality, but they are not often exposed to pornography. Men and women who look at
porn should know better than to think that it gives a realistic picture of sexual relationships between men and women. If porn cannot be
shown to harm women as a class by making them more vulnerable to sexual violence or causing men to think of them as inferior, how
else might it be harmful? Feminists have often argued that the porn industry is harmful to the women who work within it—that many of
them are abused and exploited. I agree with them that if an industry is mistreating people, it needs to be reformed, and they are doing a
public service by pointing out such abuses. But what sort of reform are feminists proposing?
· One suggestion I know about has been made by Catharine MacKinnon and Andrea Dworkin, who argue that there should be a civil
rights statute that allows anyone who has been harmed by porn to seek civil damages from pornographers. My concern about this
proposal is that although it will not legally be censorship, since the law would not empower the government to stop anyone from
producing material based on the ideas it contains, the civil rights statute will have the same effect as censorship. Pornographers may be
so afraid of facing lawsuits that many of them will stop producing porn—and a situation where people are afraid to put forward certain
kinds of writing or pictures because they will face legal consequences seems to violate the spirit, if not the letter, of the first
amendment. Porn, like books, may express certain ideas about men, women, and sex, and those ideas may have political ramifications
—but just as controversial books are protected, porn should be. It may even do more good than harm by provoking thoughtful
discussion and debate about men, women, and sexuality.
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To see an explanation of this argument, click here and then scroll down.

“Sample Arguments with Fallacies” by The Writing Center, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, used under CC BY-NC-
ND 4.0

This page titled 6.2: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Assignment is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored, remixed,
and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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6.3: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Classroom Activity
This in-class activity will help you learn more about other logical fallacies that exist. It will also give you a chance to try your hand
at writing a few logical fallacies of your own. Writing your own logical fallacies is a way to better understand the structure of a
logical fallacy.

In-class Group Work:

This activity has 4 parts and requires working with a partner.
Part 1) Visit yourlogicalfallacyis.com . Click on at least three logical fallacies to learn more about them and see a sample of each.
Part 2) Now write a sample sentence for each of those 3 logical fallacies.
Part 3) Swap your sample sentences with a partner without telling them what logical fallacy you selected for each.
Part 4) Use yourlogicalfallacyis.com as a resource to try to identify the logical fallacy of your partner’s sample sentences.

This page titled 6.3: Introduction to Logical Fallacies -- Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored,
remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

7: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper by Angelica Davila
This chapter builds on the following previous chapters:

· “Introduction to Claims”

· “Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals and Rhetorical Analysis”

· “Introduction to Logical Fallacies”

Now that you have a better understanding of what makes a claim, types of rhetorical appeals, and how to identify logical fallacies,
it is your turn to analyze a full text the way that you will be expected to for a Rhetorical Analysis essay in class.

This chapter’s content focuses and builds on the following English 101/97 Student Learning Outcomes:

· Writing Outcome: Analyze how audience and purpose dictate an essay’s content, structure, and style

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Analyze texts for main ideas, supporting details, rhetorical strategy, and point of view

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use interpretation to recognize the author’s meaning and strategies (e.g., induction,
deduction) to develop ideas

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use inference to draw conclusions from textual evidence and prior knowledge

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Evaluate texts (e.g., purpose, claims, evidence, objectivity, vocabulary)

7.1: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading
7.2: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity
7.3: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment
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7.1: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading
What is a Rhetorical Analysis Paper?

This type of essay asks you to explain the rhetorical strategies used by the author of a text or speaker of a media piece (speech,
video, podcast). Your argument in a rhetorical analysis paper should be why you have concluded that the author’s rhetorical
strategies were effective or not. Your focus is not on WHAT (content of the author’s text) but rather HOW the author presents their
content. See the following example to illustrate the difference between WHAT and HOW.

In her article, “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier,” Jessice Grose argues that men do not do their fair share of household chores
compared to women. This is the WHAT. While the WHAT is key to identifying the HOW, your paper would not focus on
summarizing the content of Grose’s article.

Instead, your Rhetorical Analysis Paper would focus on HOW she gets her point across. Does she use logos, pathos, ethos, or
Kairos to make her argument? However, remember that using the four rhetorical appeals does not automatically mean that an
argument is good or sound. You would also analyze whether she used these strategies effectively. You would also consider if her
argument weighed down by any logical fallacies.

What should you keep in mind when writing a Rhetorical Analysis Paper?

A rhetorical analysis typically examines the following:

· Speaker: Who is writing the article? What have they typically written before? You may have to do background research on those
involved.

· Audience: Who is the audience for this article? Consider where the article is published. What sort of other articles does the
platform publish? This may give you a better idea as to who the audience is.

· Purpose: What effect is the speaker attempting to have on an audience? (Examples: change beliefs, evoke an emotion, influence
decisions, offer a new perspective, etc.)

· Message: What is the main idea that the speaker is communicating with the audience?

· Genre: Does the message work for the genre?

· Context: What circumstances surround the article and its message?

· Appeals: What ways is the speaker swaying the audience to accomplish the article’s purpose?

o Ethos: ethical appeal that emphasizes the credibility/how trustworthy the speaker is

o Logos: logical appeal that certifies that the message is well-supported, well-researched

o Pathos: pathetic appeal that evokes specific emotions in an audience

o Kairos: timeliness of an argument

Reading Context and Summary:

You will need to read through “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier” by Jessice Grose in order to complete the in-class activity
and the assignment section. Access the article by following the above link. As stated before, Grose argues that men do not do their
fair share of household chores compared to women. The author’s essay and exploration of her topic stems from an incident with her
husband where his dad was going to visit them, but their home was a mess. Grose notes that she and her husband had different
perspectives on this. Grose believed that their home should be clean and presentable for someone to visit, while her husband did
not believe that his father would care whether the place was a mess. Grose used this incident as a launchpad to explore unequal
labor at home between women and men through various strategies.
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7.2: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity
This in-class activity is an opportunity to practice identifying some of the components that make up a Rhetorical Analysis Paper. As
a reminder, to complete this activity, you will need to read “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier” by Jessice Grose. This in-class
activity also builds towards your homework assignment, so use your time wisely!

Reading Context and Summary:

Grose argues that men do not do their fair share of household chores compared to women. The author’s essay and exploration of
her topic stems from an incident with her husband where his dad was going to visit them, but their home was a mess. Grose notes
that she and her husband had different perspectives on this. Grose believed that their home should be clean and presentable for
someone to visit, while her husband did not believe that his father would care whether the place was a mess. Grose used this
incident as a launchpad to explore unequal labor at home between women and men through various strategies.

In-class Activity:

Read and take notes on “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier” by Jessice Grose. Look out for the following below. Make sure you
write down your observations on the categories below.
· Speaker: Who is writing the article? What have they typically written before? You may have to do background research on those
involved.
· Audience: Who is the audience for this article? Consider where the article is published. What sort of other articles does the platform
publish? This may give you a better idea as to who the audience is.
· Purpose: What effect is the speaker attempting to have on an audience? (Examples: change beliefs, evoke an emotion, influence
decisions, offer a new perspective, etc.)
· Message: What is the main idea that the speaker is communicating with the audience?
· Genre: Does the message work for the genre?
· Context: What circumstances surround the article and its message?
· Appeals: What ways is the speaker swaying the audience to accomplish the article’s purpose?
o Ethos: ethical appeal that emphasizes the credibility/how trustworthy the speaker is
o Logos: logical appeal that certifies that the message is well-supported, well-researched
o Pathos: pathetic appeal that evokes specific emotions in an audience
o Kairos: timeliness of an argument
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7.3: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment
This assignment requires you to have read “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier” by Jessice Grose and to have completed the in-
class activity.

Assignment:

Answer the following questions:

1) Do you think that Jessica Grose’s argument was effective? Why or why not? Use your notes on the rhetorical appeals (in-class
activity) that she used and whether they met the author’s purpose. Your response should be at least 1 full paragraph. This paragraph
should have 5-7 sentences.

2) Was there any part of her argument that contained logical fallacies?

This page titled 7.3: Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.

https://libretexts.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0/
https://human.libretexts.org/@go/page/315851?pdf
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/07%3A_Analyzing_a_Text_for_a_Rhetorical_Analysis_Paper_by_Angelica_Davila/7.03%3A_Analyzing_a_Text_for_a_Rhetorical_Analysis_Paper_--_Assignment
https://newrepublic.com/article/112693/112693
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/07%3A_Analyzing_a_Text_for_a_Rhetorical_Analysis_Paper_by_Angelica_Davila/7.03%3A_Analyzing_a_Text_for_a_Rhetorical_Analysis_Paper_--_Assignment
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/1.0
https://human.libretexts.org/Courses/City_Colleges_of_Chicago/English_101-97%3A_Readings_Activities_and_Assignments_by_Professor__Angelica_Davila/07%3A_Analyzing_a_Text_for_a_Rhetorical_Analysis_Paper_by_Angelica_Davila/7.03%3A_Analyzing_a_Text_for_a_Rhetorical_Analysis_Paper_--_Assignment?no-cache


1

CHAPTER OVERVIEW

8: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper by Angelica Davila
This chapter builds on the following previous chapters:

· “Introduction to Claims”

· “Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals and Rhetorical Analysis”

· “Introduction to Logical Fallacies”

· “Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper”

Now that you have had time to practice identifying rhetorical appeals and analyzing a text with the intention of writing a Rhetorical
Analysis Paper, you’ll have a chance to read a sample student paper.

This chapter’s content focuses and builds on the following English 101/97 Student Learning Outcomes:

· Writing Outcome: Analyze how audience and purpose dictate an essay’s content, structure, and style

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Analyze texts for main ideas, supporting details, rhetorical strategy, and point of view

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use interpretation to recognize the author’s meaning and strategies (e.g., induction,
deduction) to develop ideas

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Use inference to draw conclusions from textual evidence and prior knowledge

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Evaluate texts (e.g., purpose, claims, evidence, objectivity, vocabulary)

This chapter will go over an outline for a Rhetorical Analysis, provide a sample student paper of a Rhetorical Analysis, and ask you
to evaluate the student paper.

8.1: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading
8.2: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity
8.3: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment
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8.1: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading
What is the structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper?

I. Introduction

A. Introduce the author/speaker, their credentials, and subject

B. Identify the author’s purpose

C. Identify the audience of the piece

D. Thesis statement:

a. This is where YOU make a claim about how well (or not) the author fulfilled the purpose within their text

b. You should also identify techniques used to accomplish purpose/persuade audience

II. Body Paragraph #1: Analysis of Rhetorical Appeal or Strategy You should ideally analyze 3 rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos,
pathos, and/or Kairos).

A. Topic sentence: This first sentence identifies which section of the article you are discussing and the main idea you will be
discussing.

B. Evidence: What does the author say in their article?

C. Significance of the Evidence: How does the use of the rhetorical strategy you brought up above help the author achieve or
not achieve their purpose?

D. Connect back to your thesis statement and transition to your next body paragraph

III. Body Paragraph #2: Analysis of Rhetorical Appeal or Strategy You should ideally analyze 3 rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos,
pathos, and/or Kairos).

A. Topic sentence: This first sentence identifies which section of the article you are discussing and the main idea you will be
discussing.

B. Evidence: What does the author say in their article?

C. Significance of the Evidence: How does the use of the rhetorical strategy you brought up above help the author achieve or
not achieve their purpose?

D. Connect back to your thesis statement and transition to your next body paragraph

IV. Body Paragraph #3: Analysis of Rhetorical Appeal or Strategy You should ideally analyze 3 rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos,
pathos, and/or Kairos).

A. Topic sentence: This first sentence identifies which section of the article you are discussing and the main idea you will be
discussing.

B. Evidence: What does the author say in their article?

C. Significance of the Evidence: How does the use of the rhetorical strategy you brought up above help the author achieve or
not achieve their purpose?

D. Connect back to your thesis statement and transition to your next body paragraph

V. Conclusion

A. Connect back to your thesis statement without repeating it word for word

B. Reflection on the main ideas and examples in your body paragraphs (how are they significant and how they connect back
to your thesis statement)

C. State whether these were effective strategies

D. Final closing thought
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Reading Context and Summary:

You will need to read the student sample paper “Not Quite a Clean Sweep: Rhetorical Strategies in Grose’s ‘Cleaning: The Final
Feminist Frontier’” by Rebecca Winter in order to complete the in-class activity and the assignment section. This student sample
paper is a rhetorical analysis on the article that you previously read: “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier” by Jessice Grose.
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8.2: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity
This in-class activity is an opportunity to become more familiar with how a Rhetorical Analysis Paper is written. You will need to
have read the student sample paper “Not Quite a Clean Sweep: Rhetorical Strategies in Grose’s ‘Cleaning: The Final Feminist
Frontier’” by Rebecca Winter in order to complete the in-class activity.

This activity involves using a tool known as Reverse Outlining. A Reverse Outline is a tool that allows you to break down a paper
to its main points and ideas. This tool helps you understand how a paper is written in order to better understand its structure. This
tool can be used to learn a new type of academic writing, and you can also use a Reverse Outline on your own papers to make sure
that you are meeting your essay’s goal.

Reading Context and Summary:

This student sample paper is a rhetorical analysis on the article that you previously read: “Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier”
by Jessice Grose.

In-class Activity:

Complete the following Reverse Outline using the student sample paper “Not Quite a Clean Sweep: Rhetorical Strategies in Grose’s
‘Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier’” by Rebecca Winter. If you don’t think that Winter addresses a part of the Reverse Outline,
make a note of it.

I. Introduction Paragraph

a. Hook (this is the first sentence of the student sample paper that is meant to grab the reader’s attention):
_______________________________________

b. Sentence that identifies the original author, text, and author’s purpose:
____________________________________________________________________

c. Student’s thesis statement:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

II. Body Paragraph #1:

a. Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________

b. Evidence: ___________________________________________________________

c. Significance of evidence: ____________________________________________________________________

d. Connects back to thesis statement: ____________________________________________________________________

III. Body Paragraph #3:

a. Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________

b. Evidence: ___________________________________________________________

c. Significance of evidence: ____________________________________________________________________

d. Connects back to thesis statement: ____________________________________________________________________

IV. Body Paragraph #4:

a. Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________

b. Evidence: ___________________________________________________________

c. Significance of evidence: ____________________________________________________________________

d. Connects back to thesis statement: ____________________________________________________________________

V. Body Paragraph #5:
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a. Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________

b. Evidence: ___________________________________________________________

c. Significance of evidence: ____________________________________________________________________

d. Connects back to thesis statement: ____________________________________________________________________

VI. Body Paragraph #6:

a. Topic sentence: _____________________________________________________

b. Evidence: ___________________________________________________________

c. Significance of evidence: ____________________________________________________________________

d. Connects back to thesis statement: ____________________________________________________________________

VII. Conclusion

a. Opening sentence that connects back to thesis statement:
________________________________________________________________

b. Reflection on main points: ____________________________________________________________________

c. Final thought: _______________________________________________________

This page titled 8.2: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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8.3: Structure of a Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment
This assignment requires you to have read the student sample paper “Not Quite a Clean Sweep: Rhetorical Strategies in Grose’s
‘Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier’” by Rebecca Winter in order to complete the following.

Assignment:

Answer the following questions:

1) You previously read the original article (“Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier” by Jessice Grose) that Rebecca Winter wrote
her Rhetorical Analysis Paper on. Do you disagree with Winter’s claim that Grose overall message and strategy wasn’t effective
throughout Grose’s argument? Review your notes from when you read Grose’s article. Write a 2-paragraph response stating
whether you agree or disagree with the student sample paper’s rhetorical analysis. Be sure to include examples that support your
agreement or disagreement.

2) What are the strengths of Winter’s Rhetorical Analysis?

3) What areas of Winter’s Rhetorical Analysis could be improved or better supported?
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9: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper by Angelica Davila
This chapter builds on the following previous chapters:

· “Introduction to Genres”

· “Introduction to Claims”

· “Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals and Rhetorical Analysis”

· “Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper”

· “Structure of a Rhetorical analysis Paper”

This chapter’s content focuses and builds on the following English 101/97 Student Learning Outcomes:

· Writing Outcome: Analyze how audience and purpose dictate an essay’s content, structure, and style

· Writing Outcome: Generate a manageable topic that addresses the writer’s purpose

· Writing Outcome: Write a thesis statement that clearly communicates the focus of an essay

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Analyze texts for main ideas, supporting details, rhetorical strategy, and point of view

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Evaluate texts (e.g., purpose, claims, evidence, objectivity, vocabulary)

This chapter will demonstrate the structure of a general thesis statement and demonstrate how a thesis statement may work in
multiple writing genres. You will get a chance to also identify a thesis statement in an introduction paragraph, as well as evaluate it
during the classroom activity. You will also get to write your own thesis statement for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper.

9.1: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading
9.2: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity
9.3: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment

This page titled 9: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper by Angelica Davila is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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9.1: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading
You’ve spent time enhancing your critical reading skills in these past chapters and learning how to identify an author’s claim
(argument), as well as reading a student sample Rhetorical Analysis Paper. Now it is time to learn how to construct your own thesis
statement. This section will demonstrate the structure of a general thesis statement and demonstrate how a thesis statement may
work in multiple writing genres.

Remember from “Introduction to Genres”:

· Writing genres will have specific patterns, language, techniques and conventions that are recognizable for that type of writing.
· A Rhetorical Analysis is a type of writing genre.
· For example, a Rhetorical Analysis has different patterns, language, techniques and conventions than a Persuasive Essay, even if
they may have some conventions in common.
· A Rhetorical Analysis is a paper that asks you to consider the rhetorical tools (logos, ethos, pathos, Kairos) that an author or speaker
uses in their article/speech/video/etc. and whether the author used them effectively for the point they were trying to make.

What is a thesis statement?

In short, a thesis statement is a one to two sentence statement that briefly states your claim (argument) and the analysis of your
paper.

Why is a thesis statement important?

A thesis statement helps guide your reader, so that they understand your essay’s content and structure. A thesis statement is also a
great way to make sure you understand what you are writing about. If you can sum up your essay’s argument in one sentence and
make sure that your body paragraphs connect back to that one sentence argument, then you are more likely to have a well-
organized and cohesive paper.

What makes a strong thesis statement?

A strong thesis statement:

· Is specific

· Is arguable

· Expresses one idea

· Invites discussion rather than simply make an observation on a topic

· Has support

To learn more about the basics of thesis statements, watch this following 3-part video series:

The following videos from the UCLA Library will guide you over the basics of tailoring a thesis statement for most essays. Keep in
mind that sometimes you may have to tailor your thesis statement to different writing genres.
Part 1: How to Write a Thesis Statement
Part 2: Looking for Sources
Part 3: Relate Prompts to Interests

“How to Write a Thesis Statement: Introduction 1/3” by UCLA Library, YouTube, used under CC BY. 3.0 Unported.

“How to Write a Thesis Statement: Looking for Sources 2/3” by UCLA Library, YouTube, used under CC BY. 3.0 Unported.

“How to Write a Thesis Statement: Relate Prompts to Interests 3/3” by UCLA Library, YouTube, used under CC BY. 3.0 Unported.

Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper

Compared to a Research Paper where you have a lot more freedom about what you may want to argue in your thesis statement, a
Rhetorical Analysis requires your thesis statement to have a much narrower focus.
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A Rhetorical Analysis requires you to argue whether an author or speaker effectively met their article’s purpose based on the
rhetorical tools that they used. You are not taking your own stance on the topic that the author wrote about, but rather evaluating the
rhetorical strategies that they used.

In other words, the thesis statement of a Rhetorical Analysis should argue:

· Yes, the author effectively carried conveyed their message

OR

· No, the author did not effectively convey their message

A thesis statement of a Rhetorical Analysis should also offer support for the claim you make:

· Yes, the author effectively conveyed their message through their appeal to reason and emotion.

OR

· No, the author did not effectively convey their message, as they lacked enough scientific evidence and relied too much on tugging
at reader’s heartstrings.

Example Thesis Statement in a Rhetorical Analysis:

The following thesis statement is taken from the student sample paper “Not Quite a Clean Sweep: Rhetorical Strategies in Grose’s
‘Cleaning: The Final Feminist Frontier’” by Rebecca Winter that you read and used to complete a Reverse Outline.

“Grose begins building her credibility with personal facts and reputable sources, citing convincing facts and statistics, and
successfully employing emotional appeals; however, toward the end of the article, her attempts to appeal to readers’ emotions
weaken her credibility and ultimately, her argument.”

Consider the following:

· What is the student arguing in this thesis statement?

o Winter argues that while Grose effectively used ethos to establish her argument, she ultimately missed the mark by relying too
much on pathos. This in turn made Grose’s initial argument weak.

· How does the student support their argument within the thesis statement?

o Winter gives specific examples, such as “personal facts and reputable sources.”

What is a Working Thesis Statement?

During the drafting stages of your Rhetorical Analysis, you shouldn’t feel like you are stuck to the first thesis statement that you
wrote. A working thesis statement is a version of your thesis that may change a bit as you continue to shape the rest of your essay.
Just like your essay can go through multiple stages of drafting, so can your thesis statement.

Connect Back to Your Thesis Statement Throughout Your Paper:

One important thing to keep in mind is that as you outline and draft the rest of your Rhetorical Analysis, the main points in your
body paragraphs should connect back to your thesis statement. This helps keep your argument organized and clear.

This page titled 9.1: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Reading is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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9.2: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity
This in-class activity focuses on identifying a thesis statement in the introduction to a Rhetorical Analysis and evaluating it.

Reading Context and Summary:

The following introduction is from a student sample paper. The student, Liana Monnat, is conducting a rhetorical analysis on a
single chapter from Michael Shermer’s book, The Science of Good and Evil. The chapter that the student is analyzing is titled, “Can
We Be Good Without God?”

In-class Activity:

1) Read the following introduction from a student sample Rhetorical Analysis.
2) Identify the thesis statement in the introduction.
3) What is the student arguing in her thesis statement?
4) How does the student use support within her thesis statement?
5) Do you think that this is a strong thesis statement? Why or why not? If not, how would you strengthen it?

Michael Shermer Successfully Proves That Humans Can Be Good Without God
In his chapter entitled “Can We Be Good Without God?” Michael Shermer’s objective is to prove that one does not need to be religious
to be capable of moral behavior. Shermer has, in his previous four chapters, taken care to establish ethos by demonstrating that he is an
open-minded and intelligent fellow. Judging by his use of vocabulary, he assumes his readers are also intelligent people, with whom he
attempts to develop a connection through his intermittent use of humor. Shermer has already proved that his arguments are well-
supported by large quantities of evidence, which lets his audience know that what he is saying is inherently trustworthy. Taking all of
this into consideration and having carefully analyzed this chapter, the reader is compelled by logic to agree with Shermer that one can
have religion without morality, and morality without religion.

“Michael Shermer Successfully Proves That Humans Can be Good Without God” by Liana Monnat, Lumen Learning, used under
CC BY-SA: Attribution-ShareAlike.

This page titled 9.2: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and
was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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9.3: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment
This assignment is the first step of your own Rhetorical Analysis Paper that you will complete for this course.

Assignment:

Visit https://www.ted.com/talks and select a video.

1) Watch the video.

2) Take notes on what the speaker’s argument in the video is and how they are getting their message across. What rhetorical appeals
(logos, pathos, ethos, Kairos) are they using?

3) Reflect on how the speaker is using rhetorical appeals.

4) Evaluate if you think that the speaker effectively conveyed their message and how (rhetorical appeals).

5) Write a working thesis statement for a Rhetorical Analysis of the video that you picked.

This page titled 9.3: Thesis Statements and the Rhetorical Analysis Paper -- Assignment is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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CHAPTER OVERVIEW

10: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis by Angelica Davila
This chapter builds on the following previous chapters:

· “Introduction to Genres”

· “Introduction to Claims”

· “Introduction to Rhetorical Appeals and Rhetorical Analysis”

· “Analyzing a Text for a Rhetorical Analysis Paper”

· “Structure of a Rhetorical analysis Paper”

· “Thesis Statements in a Rhetorical Analysis”

This chapter’s content focuses and builds on the following English 101/97 Student Learning Outcomes:

· Writing Outcome: Demonstrate that writing is a recursive process that includes multiple drafts and revisions

· Writing Outcome: Utilize various methods of invention: brainstorming, freewriting, journaling, mapping, and/or systematic
questioning

· Writing Outcome: Analyze how audience and purpose dictate an essay’s content, structure, and style

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Analyze texts for main ideas, supporting details, rhetorical strategy, and point of view

· Critical Thinking and Reading Outcome: Evaluate texts (e.g., purpose, claims, evidence, objectivity, vocabulary)

This chapter will go over the function of a body paragraph. You will read a sample rhetorical analysis and evaluate what each body
paragraph is doing within it. You will also begin outlining your own Rhetorical Analysis Paper for the classroom activity and begin
your first draft for the assignment.

10.1: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Reading
10.2: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Classroom Activity
10.3: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Assignment

This page titled 10: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis by Angelica Davila is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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10.1: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Reading
Now that you have learned more about the structure of a thesis statement and its role in an essay, it’s time to become more
acquainted with the role of body paragraphs in an essay. This chapter will provide a general overview of body paragraphs that
could be applied to any writing genre, while focusing on body paragraphs in a Rhetorical Analysis.

Remember from “Thesis Statements in a Rhetorical Analysis”:

Connect Back to Your Thesis Statement Throughout Your Paper:
One important thing to keep in mind is that as you outline and draft the rest of your Rhetorical Analysis, the main points in your body
paragraphs should connect back to your thesis statement. This helps keep your argument organized and clear.

You will need your Working Thesis Statement from your Assignment for the class-activity and assignment of this chapter and to
make connections about body paragraphs.

What is a body paragraph?

Body paragraphs serve the support to your argument. They should connect back to your thesis statement, which is your argument.
Body paragraphs should avoid introducing a new argument that is not already included in your thesis statement.

What are the parts to a body paragraph?

The basic structure to a body paragraph is the following:

· Topic sentence / Transition sentence from previous main point

· Support for your thesis statement (argument) / Analysis on main point

· Example that backs up your support

· Concluding statement/ Transition sentence to your next body paragraph or concluding paragraph

Each body paragraph should focus on one main point. This helps you organize your argument.

For example, if your thesis statement for your Rhetorical Analysis on the TED Talk video you chose is:

· Dr. Smith’s extensive career in medicine may give him the credibility for his audience to listen to him, but his argument lacks an
emotional appeal to get his audience to care, since his focus is only on statistics.

Then you would want to make sure you focus on one main point in each body paragraph that connects back to your thesis
statement. The focus of each body paragraph may look like this:

· Body Paragraph #1: Dr. Smith’s professional expertise hooks his audience, which means his audience is initially willing to listen
to what he has to say.

· Body Paragraph #2: Dr. Smith uses ample research studies to support his point, but he relies too heavily on this tactic, which
causes his audience to feel inundated with statistics.

· Body Paragraph #3: Dr. Smith missed an opportunity to appeal to his audience’s emotions, which means his audience is less likely
to act on this issue

Each paragraph above will focus on one main issue.

Reading Context and Summary:
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The following reading is a student sample paper of a Rhetorical Analysis. The student, Bethany Jensen, is conducting a rhetorical
analysis on an article titled, “Why I Won’t Buy an iPad (and think you shouldn’t either) by Cory Doctorow that was initially
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published on the tech and gadget website, Boing Boing. Body paragraphs are numbered in this reading.

Rhetorical Analysis of Cory Doctorow’s “Why I won’t Buy an iPad (and Think You Shouldn’t, Either”
By: Bethany Jensen
Cory Doctorow’s article on Boing Boing is an older review of the iPad, one of Apple’s most famous products. At the time of this article,
however, the iPad was simply the latest Apple product to hit the market and was not yet so popular. Doctorow’s entire career has been
entrenched in and around technology. He got his start as a CD-ROM programmer and is now a successful blogger and author. He is
currently the co-editor of the Boing Boing blog on which this article was posted. One of his main points in this article comes from
Doctorow’s passionate advocacy of free digital media sharing. He argues that the iPad is just another way for established technology
companies to control our technological freedom and creativity. In “Why I Won’t Buy an iPad (and Think You Shouldn’t, Either)”
published on Boing Boing in April of 2010, Cory Doctorow successfully uses his experience with technology, facts about the company
Apple, and appeals to consumer needs to convince potential iPad buyers that Apple and its products, specifically the iPad, limit the
digital rights of those who use them by controlling and mainstreaming the content that can be used and created on the device.
1 The purpose of the article is to convince consumers that the iPad is not a worthwhile thing to buy because it has very limited uses
outside of the set content, as well as technological problems and the potential to quickly become obsolete. Cory Doctorow wrote this
article stating his negative opinion of the iPad in the wake of enormous media hype over the iPad’s release. Apple has proclaimed the
iPad as a technological revolution, but Doctorow disagrees. He made this statement in response to Apple’s policies, exemplified by the
iPad; “of course I believe in a market where competition can take place without bending my knee to a company that has erected a
drawbridge between me and my customers!” (Doctorow, 2010). He is out to convince his audience they deserve the right to be
responsible for their own media sharing and content.
2 One example of Doctorow’s position is his comparison of Apple’s App Store to WalMart. This is an appeal to the consumer’s logic—
or an appeal to logos. Doctorow wants the reader to take his comparison and consider how an all-powerful corporation like Apple will
affect them. An iPad will only allow for apps and programs purchased through the App Store to be run on it; therefore, a customer must
not only purchase an iPad but also any programs he or she wishes to use. Customers cannot create their own programs or modify the
hardware in any way.
Doctorow (2010) has a very clear opinion of this:
As an adult, I want to be able to choose whose stuff I buy and whom I trust to evaluate that stuff. I don’t want my universe of apps
constrained to the stuff that the Cupertino Politburo decides to allow for its platform.
3 By referencing the constricting forces of communist Russia, the author appeals to his readers’ emotions and a basic human fear of
being controlled. This is an appeal to pathos, and it stirs up a natural rebellion against being told what to do. Big corporations want
consumers to believe that if they give up their creativity, their lives will be better. In that way, it is like WalMart. “Save money, live
better,” just do not think outside of the box.
4 Doctorow appeals to logos again by quoting technology guru William Gibson’s comparison of iPad consumers to a mutant creature.
The author also builds his character, an appeal to ethos, here by quoting a renowned expert, one who actually coined the term “virtual
reality” (Doctorow, 2010). By referring to the specialist’s opinion, Doctorow is acknowledging his need for additional counsel.
Doctorow reinforces his ethos by building on the solid foundation of an established technological leader.
5 Doctorow makes another appeal to logos in the form of showing potential iPad buyers what they could have instead of the dictated
usage and expensive content that come with the iPad. He argues that consumers do not have to settle for limited digital rights, we have
other options. Doctorow declares, “the reason people have stopped paying for a lot of ‘content’ isn’t just that they can get it for free,
though: it’s that they can get lots of competing stuff for free, too” (2010). This is an example of how Doctorow uses reason and logic to
make his point. He essentially says, “you could have this one thing…or you could have all of these things.” Why pay for an expensive
iPad and monitored apps, when you can get equal or better products and programs for free?
6 The article “Why I Won’t Buy an iPad (and Think You Shouldn’t, Either)” does have a few flaws. One example of a weakness is
Doctorow’s obvious bias against big corporations and digital rights management. He is a software creator, and so he has something
personal to gain from free digital media sharing. He displays this bias by giving a rather one-sided argument. Doctorow says, “[Apple]
uses DRM to control what can run on your devices, which means that Apple’s customers can’t take their ‘iContent’ with them to
competing devices, and Apple developers can’t sell on their own terms” (2010). The problem is that not everyone can develop software,
and, therefore, not everyone cares. The iPad could be a great piece of equipment with excellent applications for people who are not
looking to develop and sell their own software. Just because the iPad does not work for Doctorow, does not mean it will not work for
anyone else.
7 In addition to having an agenda, Doctorow does not mention any of the iPad’s positive qualities and abilities. Doctorow’s only
positive mention of the iPad states “clearly there’s a lot of thoughtfulness and smarts that went into the design” (2010). In reality, the
iPad has a lot of useful and innovative features, and it can do some incredible things; for example, nearly every big company has an app
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that represents it, and the internet browsing on the iPad is top notch. Doctorow could have built up his ethos argument by being a bit
more fair-minded about the benefits of owning the iPad.
Overall, Doctorow makes a good argument about why there are potentially many better things to drop a great deal of money on other
than the iPad. He gives some valuable information and facts that consumers should take into consideration before going out to purchase
the new device. He clearly uses rhetorical tools to help make his case, and, overall, he is effective as a writer, even if, ultimately, he was
ineffective in convincing the world not to buy an iPad.

“Rhetorical Analysis of Cory Doctorow’s “Why I won’t Buy an iPad (and Think You Shouldn’t, Either” by Bethany Jensen,
Excelsior Online Writing Lab (OWL), used under Creative Commons Attribution-4.0 International License.

Consider the above student sample:

Jensen’s thesis statement in the above paper is:

· In “Why I Won’t Buy an iPad (and Think You Shouldn’t, Either)” published on Boing Boing in April of 2010, Cory Doctorow
successfully uses his experience with technology, facts about the company Apple, and appeals to consumer needs to convince
potential iPad buyers that Apple and its products, specifically the iPad, limit the digital rights of those who use them by controlling
and mainstreaming the content that can be used and created on the device.

Here are the main points in each of Jensen’s body paragraphs:

1 The author’s initial purpose: iPads are not worth it due to limited use and how quickly they become obsolete

2 Author’s appeal to logos by comparison example

3 Author’s appeal to pathos by bringing up a fear that readers may have

4 Author’s appeal to ethos by quoting an expert

5 Author’s appeal to logos by reason and logics

6 Flaws in author’s argument by showing author’s bias

7 Flaws in author’s argument by not showing a counterargument

While this student sample paper can still be improved during another round of revision, each body paragraph sticks to one main
point. The student then uses examples to support that main point.

This page titled 10.1: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Reading is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored,
remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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10.2: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Classroom Activity
This in-class activity should be used with the Working Thesis Statement that you drafted for your Rhetorical Analysis Paper.
You will put together what you have learned about the structure of a Rhetorical Analysis and the work you have done with Reverse
Outlines.

In-class Activity:

1) Create an outline for your own Rhetorical Analysis Paper using the outline format and guide below. This is the same outline format
that you used for your Reverse Outline. You will need to have this outline completed in order to do your homework assignment.

I. Introduction

A. Introduce the author/speaker, their credentials, and subject

B. Identify the author’s purpose

C. Identify the audience of the piece

D. Thesis statement:

a. This is where YOU make a claim about how well (or not) the author fulfilled the purpose within their text

b. You should also identify techniques used to accomplish purpose/persuade audience

II. Body Paragraph #1: Analysis of Rhetorical Appeal or Strategy You should ideally analyze 3 rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos,
pathos, and/or Kairos).

A. Topic sentence: This first sentence identifies which section of the article you are discussing and the main idea you will be
discussing.

B. Evidence: What does the author say in their article?

C. Significance of the Evidence: How does the use of the rhetorical strategy you brought up above help the author achieve or
not achieve their purpose?

D. Connect back to your thesis statement and transition to your next body paragraph

III. Body Paragraph #2: Analysis of Rhetorical Appeal or Strategy You should ideally analyze 3 rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos,
pathos, and/or Kairos).

A. Topic sentence: This first sentence identifies which section of the article you are discussing and the main idea you will be
discussing.

B. Evidence: What does the author say in their article?

C. Significance of the Evidence: How does the use of the rhetorical strategy you brought up above help the author achieve or
not achieve their purpose?

D. Connect back to your thesis statement and transition to your next body paragraph

IV. Body Paragraph #3: Analysis of Rhetorical Appeal or Strategy You should ideally analyze 3 rhetorical appeals (logos, ethos,
pathos, and/or Kairos).

A. Topic sentence: This first sentence identifies which section of the article you are discussing and the main idea you will be
discussing.

B. Evidence: What does the author say in their article?

C. Significance of the Evidence: How does the use of the rhetorical strategy you brought up above help the author achieve or
not achieve their purpose?

D. Connect back to your thesis statement and transition to your next body paragraph

V. Conclusion
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A. Connect back to your thesis statement without repeating it word for word

B. Reflection on the main ideas and examples in your body paragraphs (how are they significant and how they connect back
to your thesis statement)

C. State whether these were effective strategies

D. Final closing thought

This page titled 10.2: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Classroom Activity is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was
authored, remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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10.3: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Assignment
This assignment is part of the drafting process for your Rhetorical Analysis Paper. You will need to have your Working Thesis
Statement and the Outline that you created during the in-class activity.

Assignment:

Begin the first draft of your paper using your Outline.

1) Draft your introduction paragraph.

2) Draft at least 2 body paragraphs for your paper.

Tips:

· Connect each main point in your body paragraphs back to your thesis statement
· Focus on one main point in each body paragraph
· Read your paragraphs aloud to yourself. This can help make sure that what you write is clear and organized.
· As a friend to read your current draft and have them note areas that are unclear.

This page titled 10.3: Body Paragraphs and the Rhetorical Analysis -- Assignment is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 1.0 license and was authored,
remixed, and/or curated by Angelica Davila.
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