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1: PARTS OF SPEECH

These following grammar points fit pretty neatly into one part of speech category.

1: Adverbs
1.1: Negation of "you" with "mei"
1.2: Standard negation with "bu"
1.3: The "all" adverb "dou"

1.4: The "also" adverb "ye"

2: Conjunctions
2.1: Expressing "and" with "he"

2.2: Offering choices with "haishi"

3: Numbers
3.1: Age with "sui"
3.2: Measure word "ge"
3.3: Structure of dates
3.4: Structure of days of the week
3.5: Structure of Numbers

3.6: Structure of times (basic)

4: Particles
4.1: Expressing close possession without "de"
4.2: Expressing possession with "de"
4.3: Questions with "ne"

4.4: Suggestions with "ba"

5: Verbs
5.1: Expressing existence in a place with "zai"
5.2: Expressing existence with "you"
5.3: Expressing possession with "you"
5.4: Using the verb "jiao"
5.5: Using the verb "qu"
5.6: Using the verb "xing"

6: Auxiliary verbs
6.1: Expressing ability or possibility with "neng"
6.2: Expressing a learned skill with "hui"
6.3: Expressing "be going to" with "yao"
6.4: Expressing permission with "keyi"

6.5: Wanting to do something with "yao"

7: Verb phrases
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7.1: How to do something with "zenme"
7.2: Negation of past actions with "meiyou"

7.3: Negative commands with "buyao”

This page titled 1: Parts of Speech is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar
Wiki.
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1: ADVERBS

1.1: Negation of "you" with "mei"
1.2: Standard negation with "bu"
1.3: The "all" adverb "dou”

1.4: The "also" adverb "ye"

This page titled 1: Adverbs is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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1.1: Negation of “youll w.ith ||mei"

The verb & (yOu) is negated differently from ordinary verbs. Rather than placing -~ (bu) before it as with other verbs, you must
use 7% (méi) to negate the verb 75 (you).

Structure

Nearly all verbs can be negated with “K (bu). The verb & (ybu) is an important exception to this rule, and must be negated with
5 (méi).

X + 7 (+ Obj.)

Note: because of the special relationship between 7% (méi) and & (yOu), the pinyin for {%& is normally written without a space:
"méiydu."

Examples

o I} XA W ° WO méiydu wenti.I don't have any questions.

o AT I /XA B ° Women xianzai méiydu gidn.We don't have money now.

o {1 XA T {E 15 Ta méiydu gdongzud ma?Does he not have a job?

o {fi1 A B BTG ° Tamen méiydu baba mama.They don't have parents.

o B bR KB B ° WOmen zai B&ijing méiydu fangzi.We don't have a house in Beijing.

o KRBT KBS FH), 1E NI baba méiydu shouji ma?Does your dad not have a cell phone?

o T B8 %5 MK ' ? Nimen zai Shanghai méiydu péngyou ma?Do you not have friends in Shanghai?

o B Bh I I XE BNA ° WO de laosht xianzai méiydu nanpéngyou.My teacher doesn't have a boyfriend now.

o #0fi1 &8 X7 ik "% 2 Tamen dou méiydu dianndo ma?Do they all not have computers?

o X A EE K & K7 B IE 1D 2 Zhége zhdumo nimen dou méiydu shijian ma?Do you all not have time this weekend?

Remember that trying to negate & (yOu) with =K (bu) is a classic mistake that many people make in the early stages of studying
Chinese:

o I’ R B & ° Never use 1~ with /WS bu you ché.
o R IEAE F ° Always use /% with Z.WO méiydu ché.l don't have a car.

Never use K (bu) with 3§ (you).

The Short Form of %75 (méiybu) Is i% (méi)
%73 (méiydu) can be shortened to 7% (méi) without altering its meaning.

o I} X ° WO méi qian.I don't have money.

o R & BWAE ' 2 NI méi nanpéngyou ma?Do you not have a boyfriend?

o KA1 /& % 15 <2 Nimen méi ché ma?You don't have a car?

o ZWR 7L K BTIE] ° LAobéan xianzai méi shijian.The boss doesn't have time right now.

o K TIIE, B BN WK IIE° WO méi gongzuod, wo ldogong y& méi gongzud.I don't have a job. My husband doesn't have
a job either.

See also

e Negation of past actions with "meiyou”
e Standard negation with "bu"

e Inability with "mei banfa"

e Comparing "bu" and "mei"
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Mandarin Chinese Lesson with Yangyang - Grammar Lesson 5 (#%-méi ) Yoyo Chinese: Negation word %

This page titled 1.1: Negation of "you" with "mei" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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1.2: Standard negation with "bu"

A (bu) is generally used to negate a verb in the present or future, or to talk about what you do not do, as a habit. So expressing
things like "I don't want to go" or "I'm not going" or "I don't eat meat" would be typical uses of =K (bu).

Negating Verbs

Structure
The standard way to negate verbs in Chinese is with K (bu). To negate a verb, simply place “~ (bu) before it:

Subj. + -~ + Verb + Obj.

o #fiT 2K 8 X 3% ° Tamen b shi huai haizi.They are not bad kids.

o FA1 I8\ ° WOmen bi h&jit.We don't drink alcohol.

o I SK AA L{E° WO jintian bi xiang gongzuo.I don't want to work today.

o R REZEW F MY P Ni bt xthuan wd ma?Do you not like me?

o ML R R ZXX B WIHE ? Weishénme nil bu xthuan hé kaféi?Why don't you like to drink coffee?

Almost all verbs can be negated with =K (bu) (unless you're talking about the past). The only verb that can never be negated with

A (bu) is 55 (you).

o F REHE ° WS bu ybu shijian.

o I %Nt © WO méiydu shijian.I don't have time.
Negating Adjectives

As it turns out, the structure with an adjective is basically the same as the one with a verb.

Structure

Subj. + “~ + Adj.

o I R ° WO bu &.I'm not hungry.

e X I~ R Bt ° Zhége bu gui.This is not expensive.

e /N3] A K ° Gongsi bu da.The company is not big.

o Zih SK IR KA &> ° LAoban jintian hén bu gaoxing .The boss is very unhappy today.

e RIF F3, B2 1R I ° WO gége bu gao , danshi hén shuai.My older brother is not tall, but he is very handsome.
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YouTube Video

This interactive element is not available in this format. Visit the link or scan the QR code to access it online.
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Mandarin Chinese Lessons with Yangyang - Grammar 804 (negation word bu). Yoyo Chinese: Negation word “~

See also

e Negation of "you" with "mei"
e Negation of past actions with "meiyou”

This page titled 1.2: Standard negation with "bu" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.

@IOIC]E) 7 (1.2.2)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=340G2Sw4Z50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=340G2Sw4Z50&list=PL94A5E422FB99CDDD
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Negation_of_%22you%22_with_%22mei%22
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Negation_of_past_actions_with_%22meiyou%22
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Languages/Chinese/Introductory_Chinese_Grammar_I_-_under_construction/01%3A_Parts_of_Speech/01%3A_Adverbs/1.02%3A_Standard_negation_with_%22bu%22
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Main_Page

LibreTexts"

1.3: The "all" adverb "dou"

The adverb &} (dou) is used to express "all" in Chinese. It's common to use &} (dou) in a variety of sentences where it would seem
unnecessary in English.

#B (dou) for "AlL"

Structure
Subj. + &} + [Verb Phrase]

Remember that & (dou) appears after the subject. A common mistake learners make is to put & (dOu) at the beginning of the
sentence (as "all" often appears there in English). This isn't good Chinese - make sure you put & (dou) after the subject and
before the verb.

Examples

o RAT & 1A John FE 2 Nimen déu rénshi John ma?Do you all know John?
#fi1 Z5 7 38 ° Tamen dou zai Shanghai.They are all in Shanghai.

BEX &1 & gLl =& ° Mingtian wdmen déu kéyi qu.Tomorrow we all can go.
RA7 &5 FB wiki FZ 2 Nimen dou yong wiki ma?Do you all use the wiki?

A1 & Z 7KK ° WOmen dbu yao bingshui .We all want ice water.

&S (dou) for "Both"

Chinese doesn't normally use a special word for "both" like English does. It just uses & (dOu) as if it were any other number
greater than one. Chinese also doesn't have a special pattern like "neither / nor" for the negative case. Just use &f (dou) and make
the sentence negative.

Structure
Subj. + &f + [Verb Phrase]

This pattern should look familiar.

Examples

These examples follow exactly the same form in Chinese as the ones above. The only difference is that here we don't translate &
(dou) as "all" in English; we translate it as "both," and for negative cases, we translate it as "neither."

o FATH D & Z K ° WOmen liding gé dou ai ni.The two of us both love you.

o R BE IR BIE & 2 =E A 'S 2N baba hé ni mama dou shi M&igué rén ma?Are your father and your mother both
Americans?

o A F; AK B RIZEA ° WO hé wo taitai dou bl chi rou.Neither my wife nor I eat meat.

o AT HA & =X cpE Z 19 2 Nimen liding gé déu xihuan Zhénggud cai ma?Do you both like Chinese food?

o Tl KD Mh 2 ZL I T {E ° Ta hé ta ldogdng déu méiydu gongzud.Neither she nor her husband has a job.

See also

e "Ye" and "dou" together
e The "also" adverb "ye"
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Sources and further reading

Books

e HSK Standard Course 1 (pp. 108) 48 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (ETE4OME Ft ) — buy

o Integrated Chinese: Level 1, Part 1 (3rd ed) (pp. 53-4) 408 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (EfiiiiE401 EMt ) - buy

e New Practical Chinese Reader 1 (&SATUEIEZAT) (pp. 88) 40 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (ERVXiE4QUR )
~buy

e Basic Patterns of Chinese Grammar (pp. 35) 40 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (&R IE4QUR ) - buy

This page titled 1.3: The "all" adverb "dou" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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1.4: The "also" adverb "ye"

The English adverb "too" or "also" is expressed in Chinese as t3 (yé€). In Chinese, it always needs to come before the verb (or
adjective).

3 (vé) with Verb Phrases

Structure
Since it is an adverb, 113 (vé) is inserted after the subject, before the verb or verb phrase.

Subj. + t3 + Verb / [Verb Phrase]

Examples

o F{ t7 =W ° WO yé xihuan.I also like it.

o I 7 2 %% ° WO yé shi xuésheng.I am a student too.

o fih B —1 JLF ° Ta yé ybu yi gé érzi.She also has a son.

o i1 7 8 EE A NS ? Tamen yé shi Fagué rén ma?Are they also French?

o I 18 2 PO ° WO yé xing xué Zhongwén.I also want to study Chinese.

o {t0fi1 1 & 09 ? Tamen yé hui qit ma?Are they also going?

o IIGWE =W (5 XF ° WO mama yé xihuan chi jidozi.My mother likes to eat boiled dumplings too.
o %3 t1 gLl 1B 'E ? Haizi y& kéyl héjiti ma?Can kids drink alcohol too?

o R 0718 K F R N5 2 NI yé xidng lai wo jia ma?Do you want to come to my house too?

o i g BE18 X 4 ZIW R 13 ° Ta yé juéde zhége l&oshi bu hdo.She also thinks this teacher isn't good.

Let's take one more look at two different English sentences which mean the same thing, but can result in bad Chinese if you
translate word-for-word.

o FHIZEI ° WO yé xihuan.I also like it.
o F EI 7 ° WO xihuan y&.I like it too.

Note that the translation for the first sentence is "I also like it." The translation of the second sentence is "I like it too," which is
equally correct in English, but translated word-for-word into Chinese, the 3 (yé€) comes at the end of the sentence, which is 100%
wrong in Chinese.

A Note on the Negative Form
Please note that in English, we replace the word "too" with "either" in negative sentences. For example:

o Al like cats.
e B:I like cats too.

e A:Idon't like cats.
e B:Idon't like cats either.

In Chinese, regardless of whether the sentence is positive ("I like them too") or negative ("I don't like them either"), t (yé) is
used the same way. Just make sure you put the ti3 (yé) before the -~ (bu) or other negative part that comes before the verb.

o I R EM ° WO yé bu xihuan.I don't like it either.
Bt R KB ° WO yé bl zhidao.I don't know either.
o {1 B ¥% B ° Ta y& méiydu.He doesn't have it either.
o R R 48 K F & M5 2N yé bu xidng l&i wd jia ma?You don't want to come to my house either?
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Structure

tJ (y&) can also be used with adjectives. Remember that for simple "noun + adjective" sentences you normally need to include an
adverb like 1R (hén) before the adjective. In that case, just put the 3 (y&) before the adverb.

Subj. + H3 (+ Adv.) + Adj.

Examples

o R t34R = ° NI yé hén g3o.You are also tall.

o {1 0 1R ¥ ° Ta y& hén pang.He is also fat.

o F BT 1R U ° WS baba yé hén shuai.My dad is also handsome.

o HE3 F 0 1R ¥ ° Hunan cai yé hén la.Hunan food is very spicy too.

o X FiE t7 1R B8 ° Zhé zhdng jill yé hén h&ohé.This kind of alcohol is also good.

o X 75 t R B ° Zhége difang y& hén pidoliang.This place is also pretty.

e FFEKMRS , X% ﬁg 1R %5 ° Zuétian hén 1&ng, jintian y& hén |&ng.Yesterday was cold, and today is also cold.
o WHESR T ? B 1R 4+ | Tashéngaqi le? WO y& hén shéngqi!He got angry? I'm also angry!

o X /l\ I'ﬂﬂ hj R ki °© Zhége wenti y& hén mafan.This problem is also very troublesome.

o KT ™8T iR 5 ° WO juéde zhége canting yé hén hio.I think that this restaurant is also good.

El'

Expressing "Me Too" with tiJ (yé)

It can be tricky to know how to say "me too" when you first study t (yé), as you can't say "wo yé&" all by itself. That's not a complete
sentence; you can't just leave t2 (yé) hanging there with nothing after it.

The all-purpose correct sentence is "wd yé shi," which literally means, "I am too," but can also stand in for "me too."

Structure
The correct structure uses the verb 2 (shi):

o It B ° The 2Zfills in for whatever was just said. W9 yé shi.l am too. / Me too.
e It ° Always put something after t! It never ends a sentence.W0 yé.

Examples
The "me too" structure works with other subjects, as well. But for these simple examples, we'll stick to the classic F (w0) subject.

o A:F 2 =[FE A ° WO shi M&igud rén.I am an American.
e B:F th 8 WO yé shiMe too. /I am too.

For this next one, you'll notice that the "me too" reply repeats the original verb =XX (xthuan) instead of using 2 (shi). Both ways
are possible.

o A:F =W E P ° WO xihuan kan shii.I like to read.
o B:F th =W ° WO yé xthuan.Me too. / So do 1.

You'll notice that some of those English translations use "so do 1." The Chinese works exactly the same; they're just translated that
way to produce more natural-sounding English.
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See also

e "Ye" and "dou" together

e Expressing "and also" with "hai"
e The "all" adverb "dou"

e Expressing "and also" with "hai"

Sources and further reading

Books

e HSK Standard Course 1 (pp. 98) 48 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (Eli{iE40% -t ) - buy

o Integrated Chinese: Level 1, Part 1 (3rd ed) (pp. 31-2) 48 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (Eti70E40ME EF ) — buy

e New Practical Chinese Reader 1 (#75LFVEHRZAT) (pp. 88) 40 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (S iE40IF EHt )
- buy

e 40 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (EVIE4Q# =/t ) (pp. 73) 40 Lessons for Basic Chinese Course (£ i&4014 =
) —buy

This page titled 1.4: The "also" adverb "ye" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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2: Conjunctions

Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples
Expressing "and" with "he" Noun 1+ ] + Noun 2 BRAOMELRE"
Offering choices with "haishi" A+IT2+B? R = 18 % L2 WIHE 2

This page titled 2: Conjunctions is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar
Wiki.
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2.1: Expressing "and" with "he"

When listing out multiple nouns, ] (hé) is there to help you out. Just remember that &[] (hé) isn't a word you can use to translate
just any usage of the English word "and."

Structure

The most common way to express "and" in Chinese is with 0 (hé). It's important to note that ] (hé) is mainly used to link
nouns. This is how you should use it exclusively as you get used to it. Don't try to link verbs (or whole sentences) with & (hé).

Noun 1+ FJ + Noun 2

Examples

o 1K FJ Fni hé wdyou and I

o Zi S WMME A7 2 ° Laoban xihuan kaféi hé cha.The boss likes coffee and tea.

e BT AT H, 70 % ° WO de yéye hé niinai dou qgishi sui.My grandpa and grandma are both 78 years old.

o {1 UM LA B =X PE . ° Ta hé ta nlipéngyou dou xihuan Zhdnggué caiHe and his girlfriend both like Chinese
food.

o IR BE AR BIG & 2 =E A Y NI baba hé ni mama dou shi M&igud rén ma?Are your father and your mother both
Americans?

o i A7 FELN #( R 5t ° Shouji hé dianndo dou hén gui.Cell phones and computers are both expensive.

o EEIE FUEVE & 1R M 1D 9 Déyll hé Fayl dou hén nan ma?Are both German and French difficult?

o SXK FAPX FH UG < Jintian hé mingtian dou kéyi ma?Are today and tomorrow both OK?

(If you're unclear why the & (dou) is used in the sentences above, see our article on the adverb & (dou).)

Just to be absolutely clear what we mean by using %] (hé) with nouns only, here are two English examples of what you should and
shouldn't try to express with 0 (hé):

e I went to the store and bought some gum.Don't use 7] (hé) for this "and"! "Went to the store" and "bought some gum" are
both verb phrases, not nouns.
o I like to eat cucumbers and cheese.This one is good! "Cucumbers" and "cheese" are both nouns, so you can use F] (hé) here.

See also

e Expressing "in addition" with "haiyou"
e "In addition" as "lingwai"

e Expressing "not only... but also"

e Combining verbs with "bing"

This page titled 2.1: Expressing "and" with "he" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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2.2: Offering choices with "haishi"

12 (haishi) is used in Chinese to provide options in a question. This is equivalent to one of our uses of "or" in English.

Simplest Form

Structure
Option A + 1A 2 + Option B ?

When you're asked a question of this form, there are two ways you're expected to answer: either Option A or Option B. (Pick one,
but not both.) It's not that no other answers are possible, it's that usually when you're asked a question this way, the person asking
expects you to just choose one. For example, if asked if you'd like to drink coffee or tea, most people are going to choose one or
the other, not ask for both. £ 2 (haishi) is used to ask people to make that choice between the two.

Examples

o I} T2 1 QWO hdishi ta?Me or him?

o« — NIEFEWF A ?Yige hdishi liing gé?0One or two?

o W HYLE R E B ?LA de hdishi bu la de?Spicy or non-spicy?

o UK 89 12 ¥ 9 ?Bing de hdishi ré de?Cold or hot?

o 8 12 LR @ The eternal China expat question! Choose wisely...Shanghai haishi B&ijing?Shanghai or Beijing?

Full Sentence Form

Structure

You can take the structure above, add a subject and a verb, and create all kinds of questions with the following structure:

Subj. + Verb + Option A + 112 + Option B ?

Examples

o X 8 K E F ?Zhe shi shul hdishi jiti?Is this water or alcohol?

o 2 =E A L2 TE A ?Tashi Méigué rén hdishi Yinggué rén?Is he American or British?

o KRB FK AR B 19 B 2 Ni xihuan wd hdishi wd de qian?Do you like me or my money?

o IRE B 2 WIHE <2 NV yao hé cha hdishi kaféi?Do you want to drink tea or coffee?

o KA1 78 15 dE % 2 EE F <2 Nimen xidng chi Zhdnggué cai hdishi Figué cai?Do you want to eat Chinese food or
French food?

Please note that i/ 2 (haishi) is for offering options in a question. It should not be used for "or" in statements.

See also

e "Or"in statements
e "Had better" with "haishi"
e Providing two options with double "huozhe"

This page titled 2.2: Offering choices with "haishi" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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3: Numbers

Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples
Age with "sui" Subj. + Number + % ®20 & °
Measure word "ge" Number + 1~ + Noun — A
Structure of dates Number + & + Number + & + Number + 5 SR 21MMFEN/ANNE/F °
Structure of days of the week £5A + Number SK EH= -
Structure of numbers Number + Unit =8Rt+nNn°
Structure of times (basic) Number + g3(5H) WE +—53 °

This page titled 3: Numbers is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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3.1: Age with "sui"

Use % (sui) to give a person's age, similar to how we say "years old" in English. There are a details that work differently from
English, however.

Basic Structure for % (sui)

Structure
The structure for telling someone's age with %' (sui) is:
Subj. + Number + %

This is equivalent to someone "is x years old" in English. Notice that you don't need to include any verb when you use % (sui).

Examples

e X 20 % ° WO érshi sui.I am 20 years old.

o FJLF — % ° WO érzi yi suiMy son is one year old.

o I} G =4 45 ¥ ° WO mama jinnian sishi-wil sui.My mother is 45 years old this year.

o K535 S 80 & 1 P Ni yéye jinnian bashi sui ma ? Is your grandpa eighty years old this year?
o {1 LMK 0 20 & 1 2 Ta nlipéngyou yé érshi sui ma?Is his girlfriend also twenty years old?

Note that you shouldn't use either the verb 2 (shi) or the measure word like /> (g&) in any of these sentences.

o BB FZF — 1 % ° WO de haizi yT gé sui.
o BB ZFT 2 — & ° WO de haizi shiyi sui.
o I FF — & ° WO de haizi yi sui.My child is one year old.

Adding "And a Half" to an Age

Structure
The word for "half" in Chinese is 4 (ban), and you simply add this after 3 (sui).

Subj. + Number + % + 4

Examples

o I 4 ° Ta lidng sui ban.She is two and a half years old.
o I JLF — & 4 ° WO érzi yi sui ban.My son is one and a half years old.

See Also

e Word order
e Simple "noun + adjective" sentences

This page titled 3.1: Age with "sui" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar
Wiki.
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3.2: Measure word "ge"

™ (g&) is the most commonly used measure word. It can be used in a pinch for any noun if you can't think of a more precise
measure word. (Although you might not sound quite as smart, you'll still get your point across). Also, for many nouns, i~ (gé) is the
only correct measure word.

Counting Nouns

Structure

The general structure for /> (g&) and measure words in general is:
Number + 1~ + Noun

Any time you want to state how many of a noun in Chinese, you probably need a measure word. First get used to how they are
used with > (gé).

Examples

I~ AV1 gé rénone person

™ MAsi gé péngyoufour friends

> 3B F#)san gé Pinggud shdujithree iPhones

1~ 2Hwl gé xingqifive weeks

o 7% 7 Bliu gé yuésix months

o T 7 Z#lidng gé laopotwo wives

o« +1EBA, & ME, N\ T3 ° Aline from a songShi gé nanrén, qi gé sha, ba gé huai.Ten men: seven are fools, and eight
are bad.

HIE |

Omitting the Number

Structure
Verb + I~ + Noun

If the number is one (1), you can omit it and use /| (g&) by itself. This is similar to "a" or "an" in English, for example in "a person"
or "an idiot." (The tone on > (g&) is normally somewhat de-emphasized in this usage, but still written as fourth tone. You don't
need to stress about it, though.)

Examples

o fth 2 1~ E4} ° Ta shi gé ldowai.He is a foreigner.

o A T JLF ° WO ydu gé érzil have a son.

o i 2 83 £W ° Ta shi gé hdo laoshi.She is a good teacher.

o R8Iz T 8 M2 NI xidng chi gé baozi ma?Would you like to eat a stuffed steamed bun?
o ZIfi , K& 7R ° Laoshi, wd you gé wenti.Teacher, I have a question.

See also

e Counting money
e Measure words in quantity questions
e Measure words for counting
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e Measure words to differentiate

This page titled 3.2: Measure word "ge" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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3.3: Structure of dates

Dates in Chinese follow the order "year, month, day." This is in keeping with the "from big to small" trend which pervades many
facets of Chinese culture.

Structure

Dates are arranged from largest unit to smallest: year, month, day.
xFE+yH+zB

So April 1st, 2019 is 201954 518 (ér-ling-yi-jili nian Siyué yiri).

Note that 5 (hao) is commonly used in spoken Mandarin instead of 8 (ri):
xFE+yB+z5

The above example becomes: 2019F4515 (ér-ling-yi-jill nian Siyué yi hao). In written Chinese, however, you will see B ()
rather than 5 (hao).

Examples

e 1868 £ 1 A 18 5Yi-ba-lil-ba nidn Yiyué shiba haoJanuary 18, 1868

e 1910 7F 8 A 9 FYi-jili-yi-ling nidn Bayué jili haoAugust 9, 1910

¢ 2001 £ 7 A 20 Heér-ling-ling-yi nian Qiyué érshi riJuly 20th, 2001

o 1 H1H R #FH4E ° Yiyué yiri shi Xinnian.January 1st is New Year's Day.

o 12 24 H 8 ™&LW ° Shi-éryué érshi-si ri shi Ping'an Yé.December 24th is Christmas Eve.

o 10 A1 5 M1 E 58 ° Shiyué yi hao wdmen qit Shanghdi.We will go to Shanghai on October 1st.

o F 1990 fF 7 A B4 ° WO Yi-jil-jil-ling nian Qiyué chishéng.I was born in July 1990.

o RB5 4B 211 A 11 51 2 NI de shéngri shi Shiylyué shiyi hao ma?ls your birthday November 11th?

o {2006 ZF 4 17 5 iNIR T 8 ° WO ér-ling-ling-liu nidn Siyué shiqi hao rénshi le ta.I met him on April 17, 2006.

o 1980 £ 9 A4 5 HA1 4588 T ° Yi-jil-ba-ling nidn Jiliyué si hao women jiéhiin le.We got married on September 4th, 1988.

See Also

e Structure of numbers
e Structure of days of the week
e Structure of times

This page titled 3.3: Structure of dates is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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3.4: Structure of days of the week

£ 53 (xingql) means "week" in Chinese. This is also used to indicate which weekday you are talking about.

Structure

Days of the week in Chinese are formed by the word "week" followed by a number:

English Chinese

Monday £ H—Xingaqiyi
Tuesday £ Hi__ Xingqi'er
Wednesday £ Hi=Xingqisan
Thursday £ HAP0Xingqisi
Friday £ 837 Xingqiwl
Saturday S 837\ Xingqiliu
Sunday £ H X Xingqitian

Notice that Sunday is the only exception. Rather than a number, X (tian) is used. More formally, Sunday is also referred to as £
HAE (Xingqini).

One other implication of this system that you may not have noticed: "day one" is Monday. In Chinese culture, the first day of the
week is Monday, and not Sunday.

Examples

o SX 2 25— "5 2 is optionallintian shi Xingqiyi ma?Is today Monday?

o BIR EH7A , X &7 T ° Optional 2 omittedMingtian Xingqiwl, tai gdoxing le.Tomorrow is Friday. I'm so happy.

o EHI= I RNE L8 ° Xingqisan wo bu zai Shanghai.I'm not here in Shanghai on Wednesday.

o« 2HI— 2 F 1R It ° Xingqi'ér zaoshang wd h&n mang.I am busy on Tuesday morning.

o IR 2K B ] 7 <2 Ni Xingqitian yao zud shénme?What are you doing on Sunday?

o 1 E2HAKIR M WE T ° Shang gé Xingqiwll wd gén ta jianmian le.I met him last Friday.

o X N 2H= W - IR B2 I8 ? Zhége Xingqisan winshang ni you kong ma?Are you free this Wednesday evening?

o T~ 2H0U 2 B 89 £ ° Xia gé Xingqisi shi wd de shéngri.My birthday is on next Thursday.

o XN 2HA W BATE X BT ° Zhége Xingqiwil winshang wOmen yao qu jiliba.We're going to a bar this Friday night.
o EHI/TF 2K Bi1 R £ ° Xingqilit hé Xingqitian woOmen bu shangban.Saturday and Sunday we don't work.

Other Words for "Week"

Hopefully this doesn't freak you out, but there are actually two other ways to say "week" in Chinese. You should still learn ££§
(Xingq)) first, and that's really all you need as a beginner.

The other words for "week" are fL3 (libai) and [& (zhou). Skip them for now unless you really need them.

See Also

e Structure of numbers
e Structure of dates
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3.5: Structure of Numbers

Chinese handles numbers in a very consistent and logical way. Once you've mastered just a few tricky parts, you will know how to
read out any number in Chinese.

One to One Hundred

Structure for the First Ten

You just have to memorize these ten; nothing tricky there.

Numeral Character Pinyin
1 — Vi

2 _ er
3 = san
4 7g si

5 bl wi
6 AN iu
7 i ai
8 N ba
9 vt jiu
10 + shi

Phone Numbers

Like in American English, Chinese phone numbers are given as a string of individual numbers, using the digits 8-9. The only trick
is that the number 1 is often pronounced "yao" instead of "y1" to avoid confusion with number 7, which is pronounced "q."

e 110Number for the police in the PRCyao yao ling
e 120Number for an ambulance in the PRCyao ér ling

e 119Number to report a fire in the PRCyao yao jil
¢ 13501200120Cell phone numbers are 11 digits in the PRCyao san w, ling yao ér ling, ling yao ér ling

Structure for Teens

+ +x

Eleven, twelve and the teens are handled very logically. They're formed with + (shi) followed by a digit — (y1) to J1, (jiti). So eleven
is +— (shiy1), twelve is +__ (shi'ér), thirteen is += (shisan), and so on up to nineteen, which is +, (shijil).

Numeral Character Pinyin
11 + shiy1
12 +_ shi'ér
13 = shisan
14 -0 shisi
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15 +h shiwl
16 R AN shiliu
17 ++T shiql
18 -+ shiba
19 +N shijitu

Structure for Tens

All the tens are also formed very logically. Twenty is _+ (ershi), thirty is =+ (sanshi), and so on. Units in the tens are simply
added on the end. So twenty one is —_+— (érshi-y1), thirty four is =—PT (sanshi-si), and ninety-nine is 1+ (jilshi-jiti). All very
logical and consistent.

X+ 1

X+++y

Examples
Numeral Character Pinyin
20 —_+ érshi
23 —_+= érshi-san
30 =+ sanshi
39 =t+N sanshi-jit
40 P+ sishi
44 P0+-Fy sishi-si
50 A+ wshi
73 | qishi-san
82 N+ bashi-ér
97 h+t jiushi-ai

And one hundred is simply —& (yibai), as in English. So you now know how to count to one hundred in Chinese.

After One Hundred

Dealing with Zeroes

Note: when there's a "8" in the middle of a number, you read it as & (ling), and don't put a unit (like "ten" or "hundred") after it. In
the following examples, we'll show what happens when the "tens" place is a zero in a three-digit number.

Structure

X+B+=+y

Examples

Numeral Character Pinyin

@IOIC]E) 24 (3.5.2)



LibreTexts"

101 —B8%s— yibai ling y1
202 B érbai ling ér
206 _B=R érbai ling liu
305 == sanbadi ling wii
407 NBestT sibai ling i
504 === wlibai ling si
602 A== lilbai ling ér
701 TBesE— qibai ling y1
803 N\B8s= babai ling san
909 R=E-t jilibai ling jiti

For Numbers 110 and Greater

For numbers greater than 100, if the number ends in zero (119, 230, 370, 450, etc.), a number like 150 can be read as —8Hh
-+ (yibai wlshi), but is often read as —83F (yibai wl). In fact, reading it as —8F (yibai wl) always means 150, never 105. As
described above, 185 would be read as —E&5= T (yibai ling wil).

For numbers greater than 100 that end in a number in the teens, it's normal to pronounce the ten as "yishi" rather than just "shi"
(see the examples below).

Also, sometimes the number "200" is read as _ &5 (érbdi), but often it is read as W & (lidngbai). Both are OK. (This is an — (ér)
vs. I (lidng) issue which you may or may not have encountered before.)

Structure

X+B+y+++2

Examples
Numeral Character Pinyin
110 —B8—1t yibai yishi
111 51— yibai yishi-y1
210 85 erbai yishi
350 =8h+ sanbdai wishi
480 PUa/\+ sibai bashi
550 8h+ wlibai wiishi
635 B8=1h liubai sanshi-wl
777 tTtBat+t aibai qishi-qi
832 NB=1_ babdi sanshi-ér
999 NBA+N jilibai jitishi-jit

After One Thousand

7 (aian) means "thousand" in Chinese. Its rules of usage are similar to the rules for "hundred." Just note that no matter how many
zeroes are in the middle of the number, you just say = (ling) once.
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Examples
Numeral Character Pinyin
1001 —F=— yiqian ling y1
1010 —F=—1 yigian ling yishi
1019 —F=—+N yigian ling yishi-jill
1020 —F=E "+ yiqian ling érshi
1188 —F—8 yiqian yibai
1101 —F = yigian yibai ling y1
1234 —F " B5=-+rm yigian érbai sanshi-si
2345 M+ =800+H liangqian sanbai sishi-wli
8765 NFTB/"+ha baqian qibai liushi-wt
9999 hFHABATAA jitgian jiubai jiishi-jit

10,000 and beyond

Things get a little trickier once you get to 19,000. If you're ready for it, you can move on to big numbers.

See also

e Big numbers in Chinese

e Structure of dates

e Structure of days of the week
e Measure words

e "Er"and "liang"

This page titled 3.5: Structure of Numbers is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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3.6: Structure of times (basic)

Time in Chinese, just like in English, is expressed by stating the hour first, and then the minute (big to small).

On the Hour

The time of day in Chinese is formed with a number 1to 12 (— (y1) to +__ (shi'ér)) followed by 532 (dian). This 52 (dian) is equivalent
to o'clock in English. In China, people generally use a twelve-hour clock, preceded by =4 (shangwi) for "a.m." or N4 (xiawl) for
"p.m." when necessary.

Structure
(Date and/or time of day +) x ;R

Sometimes people use the longer 2%l (diAnzhong) instead of just 53 (didn), but you're fine using the short form.

Examples

If you want to include more specific information, start with the day or date, followed by the general time of day, with the exact
clock time last. (This is the big-to-small pattern.) This is how Chinese gets around the need for "a.m." or "p.m.": use =4 (shangw)
for times in the morning, and ~4F (xiawu) for times in the afternoon.

e 1 sRjit didn9 o'clock

o [ t© smshangwl qi didn7 o'clock a.m.

o N PU gxiawd si didn4 o'clock p.m.

o 4+ mzhdongwl shi'ér didn12 o'clock noon

o BAX WL 1= samingtian winshang qi didn7 o'clock p.m. tomorrow evening

o 9 H9 5 B X £5jill yué jitl hao z&oshang lill didnSeptember 9th, 6 o'clock a.m.
o EHI= 4 5 £5Xinggisan shangwll jill didnWednesday at 9 o'clock a.m.

Note that two o'clock is Fisx (liing didn), not — 3 (ér didn). (For more information on when to use ¥ (lidng) vs. — (&r), see our
article on comparing "er" and "liang").

"Twelve o'clock," however, is still +_ = (shi'er dian).

Half Hours

Half hours are added after ;2 (dian) and are indicated with 4 (ban).

Structure

X+ F

Examples

e 7 3 4wl didn ban5:30

o TF W g5 4xiawl lidng didn ban2:30 p.m.

o EHAK T + & 4AXingaitian shangwl shi didn banSunday at 10:30 a.m.
o FEX WE L 1 55 4zuétian winshang qi didn ban7:30 yesterday evening

o 5K T MU 57 4Riintian xiawd si didn ban4:30 p.m. this afternoon.

As a beginner, that should be all you need. If you've mastered all of these structures and want to get a little more advanced, see
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structure of times (advanced).

HSK Notes

Simple times with 53 (dian) is on HSK1, but the usage above with 4* (ban) is not. It is not tested until HSK3.

See also

e Structure of times (advanced)
e Structure of numbers

e Structure of dates

e Structure of days of the week

This page titled 3.6: Structure of times (basic) is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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4: Particles

Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples
Expressing close possession without "de" Pronoun + Noun B TNAE
Expressing possession with "de" Noun 1+ 89 + Noun 2 wmu =zl
Questions with "ne" | We 2 AR AR BE?
Suggestions with "ba" Command + & ®Bil=E mE °

This page titled 4: Particles is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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4.1: Expressing close possession without "de"

Expressing possession in Chinese is accomplished with the particle £9 (de). But sometimes when certain (especially close)
relationships are involved, it's more natural to drop the 83 (de).

Structure

Pronoun + Noun
Normally possession is expressed using the particle 83 (de). However, you can omit B3 (de) in these cases:

e A close personal relationship is involved (family, close friends, boyfriends or girlfriends)
e An institutional or organizational relationship is involved (school, work)

In these cases #9 (de) should be omitted. It doesn't sound as natural if you leave it in.

Examples

o F ZK R K ° WS jia hén da.My house is very big.

o REFIR B ° NI gége hén gio.Your big brother is very tall.

o X 2 # LZWEK ° Zhé shi wd nipéngyou.This is my girlfriend.

o fih 1BI5 1R SZES ° T4 mama hén pidoliang.Her mom is very pretty.

o T EER K ° Wdmen xuéxiao hén da.Our school is big.

o ] AF £ L= ° Tamen gongsT zai B&ijing.Their company is in Bejing.

o 7 ERFA R N ° NI ndnpéngyou hén shuai.Your boyfriend is very handsome.

o ) JLF 1R B3 ° Ta érzi hén yduming.His son is really famous.

o F /L& Vi EIE © WO nii'ér hui shud Yingyl.My daughter can speak English.

« MEE R BIT AT W ° Ta baba shi wdmen gongsi de ldoban.His dad is the boss of our company.

If 89 (de) was used in the above examples, it would create an unnatural sense of distance between the two.

See also

e Expressing possession with "de"
e Modifying nouns with adjective + "de"
e Modifying nouns with phrase + "de"

This page titled 4.1: Expressing close possession without "de" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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4.2: Expressing possession with "de"

In Chinese, possession is marked with the particle 89 (de), placed after the "owner" noun or noun phrase. This particle works in a
similar way to apostrophe-"s" in English, but is used much more broadly in Chinese. This article highlights one of its simplest and
most common usages.

Structure

Noun 1+ 89 + Noun 2
This means "Noun 1's Noun 2" (where Noun 2 belongs to Noun 1).

The structure is super simple. It will take a bit of time before you realize how truly universal this pattern is. It doesn't matter
whether the "Noun 1" is a person, place, or thing, or even if it's a pronoun (like "he," "she," or "it"). The structure stays consistent.

Examples

o I 9 Zfiwd de laoshimy teacher

o 1R 89 Z#ni de shdujiyour cell phone

o Ffi1 79 Hwdmen de gianour money

o #0i1 89 ZRFGtamen de dongxitheir stuff

o B fY Fbaba de chédad's car

o {R{1 89 Fnimen de caiyour food

o L= £y z=SBé&ijing de kdngaiBeijing's air

o /NG A E#gongsi de laobanthe company's boss
o 8 £ K S.Shanghdi de tiangiShanghai's weather
o =l g5 M |&0shi de péngyouteacher's friend

See also

e Expressing close possession
¢ Modifying nouns with adjective + "de"
e Modifying nouns with phrase + "de"

This page titled 4.2: Expressing possession with "de" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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4.3: Questions with "ne"

The particle 8 (ne) can be used to ask reciprocal questions, also known as "bounce back" questions. I (ne) can also be used to
form simple questions asking "what about...?" or "how about...?"

General Questions with E (ne)

Structure
Topic + B @

And it's as simple as that. Say what you want to ask about, then stick Jg (ne) on the end. A very common way to use this is to
return a question after being asked it. The classic example is this exchange:

o A: /R 43 1 QNI hdo ma?
o B:RIR W ° 1K JE ? WS hén hdo. Ni ne?
o A:F 1R 8% ° WO yé hén hio.

Examples

More WE (ne) examples (each of these can be translated as a "what about" question):

o X NREG , B JE ?Zhége hén hio, nage ne?This one is good. What about that one?

o XN B ELUPE ™ JE ?Zhége yong Zhongwén zénme shud? Nage ne?How do I say this in Chinese? And that?

o IWE R, K I ?WO zai jia. NI ne?I'm at home. What about you?

o REE R B8 A, KB JE 2 NI baba shi Shanghai rén, ni mama ne?Your father is Shanghainese. And your mom?

o RIF B TIE, B2 B <? NI gége ydu gdngzud. Didi ne?Your big brother has a job. What about your little brother?

o ItR TR 3 ° L8 JE < B&ijing xiayll le. Shanghai ne?It's raining in Beijing. How about in Shanghai?

o BUMAEZT HE ° K UE ?WO xianzai yao chiiqu. N ne?I'm going to go out now. How about you?

o IHKABE IR S UL P ° K ZA B ? WO zhidao ni hui shud Zhongweén. Ni ldogong ne?I know you can speak Chinese. What
about your husband?

o XN AR FKL EBE ° ARIIE ?Zhége zhoumod wd xidng qu jitiba. Nimen ne?I want to go to a bar this weekend. What
about you all?

o SKHEEE % T ? 88K Wi VB ?Jintidn wanshang méi kong? Mingtian winshang ne?You don't have time tonight? What
about tomorrow evening?

Asking "Where" with ¢ (ne)

You'll occasionally hear someone seemingly using W8 (ne) out of the blue. When this happens, they're usually asking where
someone or something is, and they expect that you know what they're talking about and know where that person or thing is.

Structure

[Missing Person / Thing] + I8 ¢

Examples
This one is simple, so just a few examples are needed:
o ¥ IF 9 Qian ne?Where's the money?

o 1R @15 JE 2 Ni mama ne?Where's your mom?
o I B3 FH\ YE ?WO de shOuji ne?Where's my cell phone?
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See also

e Yes-no questions with "ma"
e Tag questions with "ma"
e Softening the tone of questions with "ne" (advanced article)

This page titled 4.3: Questions with "ne" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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4.4: Suggestions with "ba"

The particle 'E (ba) has a number of different uses. Here we'll talk about the simplest way to use ', (ba): making suggestions.

Structure

Command + &

Note that in Chinese, whenever you have a command with the subject "we," you're basically just saying, "let's (do something)." FE}
(ba) just makes the suggestion sound more tentative and more polite.

Examples

{1 E M ° This is a suggestion.Wdmen zOu ba.Let's go.

1R Ut AE ° This is a suggestion.Ni shud ba.You say it.

IR =17 A2 ° This is a suggestion.Kuai didn chi ba.Hurry up and eat.

Y5 B W IE° This is a suggestion.Géi wo lidng gé ba.Give me two.

18 7K AE ° This is a suggestion.Hé shul ba.Have some water.

11 = &3 ME ° This is a great suggestion/Wdmen qu Xianggéng ba.Let's go to Hong Kong.

A1 7% 52 = ? This is more of a confirmation than a suggestion.Wdmen lili diin qu ba?We're going at 6 o'clock (right)?
K& —F # ° This is a suggestion.Xilxi yixia ba.Take a break.

A1 4548 UE ° This is a also suggestion, believe it or not!Wdmen jiéhiin ba.Let's get married.

ZHR , BB —s2 "B ° This is more of a request, made to a shopkeeper.Ldoban, pianyi yidian ba.Boss, can you make it
cheaper?

See also

Softening speech with "ba"
Softening the tone of questions with "ne" (advanced article)
Conceding with "ba"

This page titled 4.4: Suggestions with "ba" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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5.1: Expressing existence in a place with "zai"

The verb 7 (zai) expresses existence in a location, similar to how we say in English, "to be at" or "to be in."

Structure

The verb 7f (zai) is used to express existence in a place. English does not have a verb exclusively for this purpose, and instead
uses "to be" with a preposition. In Chinese, 7t (zai) can cover both of these roles.

Subj. + 7 + Place

Remember that you don't need another verb in this construction. It can be tempting to try use 2 (shi), as English uses "to be," but
this is not correct. 7t (zai) is the only verb needed.

Examples

o I & /8 ° WO zai Shanghai.I'm in Shanghai.

o #0fi1 Z& BHE ° Tamen zai Yinggud.They're in England.

o ZiR 4 9\E ° Laoban zai waimian.The boss is outside.

o {1 R ZF 2R ° Ta bu zai xuéxido.He's not at school.

o It BIfE 7 & 'Y ? Ta xianzai zai jia ma ? Is she at home now?

o 1R 7 /NG 15 < Literally, "Are you at the company?"Ni zai gdongsT ma?Are you at the office?
o ZIl R Z 1A% 15 < Laoshi bu zai bangongshi ma?Is the teacher not in the office?

o iff ZF B | 9 Shéi zai ldushang?Who is upstairs?

o I’ I MA Z B ° WO hé péngyou zai jiliba.I'm with a friend at a bar.

o K1 BAX Z Jt= ' ? Nimen mingtian zai B&ijing ma?Are you guys in Beijing tomorrow?

See also

e Indicating location with "zai" before verbs
e Special cases of "zai" following verbs
e Expressing location with "zai..shang/xia/li"

This page titled 5.1: Expressing existence in a place with "zai" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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5.2: Expressing existence with "you"

The verb & (ydu), which means "to have," can also be used to express existence. This is similar to saying "there is" or "there are"
in English.

Structure
Literally, this structure expresses that a place "has" a thing, which is to say, that thing is in the place.

Place + 5§ + Obj.

Examples

o B AR B/ ° WO jia you hén dud xido gdu.There are a lot of puppies in my home.

o Bi1 i B 1R 2 IS ° Wdmen xuéxido ySu hén dud shuaigé.There are a lot of cute guys in our school.
¢ BA 51 2 dE A ° Ribén ySu hén dud Zhonggué rén.There are many Chinese people in Japan.

o X SR 2 24 ° Zhége jiliba ydu hén dud mé&inli.There are a lot of pretty girls in this bar.

o XK & 41 15 NI jia you nidn&di ma?Is there milk in your house?

o X8 AH — A ° Zhéll you yi gé wenti.There is a problem here.

o EIA] 8 &5 A 'H?Fangjian I ydu rén ma?ls there anyone in the room?

o MF B A K ME ?Bé&izi I ydu shul ma?Is there any water in the cup?

o HIFHN B AR 5 ° WO de shouji Il ydu ni de haoma.Your number is in my cell phone.

o HE AR B H A M5 ?Xianzai bangongshi [ ydu rén ma?ls there anyone in the office now?

See also

e Expressing existence

This page titled 5.2: Expressing existence with "you" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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5.3: Expressing possession with "you"

& (yOu) can be used in various ways, but the most basic meaning of this verb you need to know is "to have."

Structure

Subj. + B + Obj.

Examples

o I &£ ° WO ydu gian.I have money.

o R B EZ ' ? NI ydu fangzi ma?Do you have a house?

o 1 V% 75 % ° Ta méi ydu ché.She doesn't have a car.

o {1 54 MA 'S ?Ta you nlipéngyou ma?Does he have a girlfriend?

o BATEH =1 zJL ° Women ydu san gé nli'ér.We have three daughters.

o BITx B®W /AT ° WOmen jia ydu lidng gé gdngsi.Our family has two companies.
o K7 —83 BB 'S QNI ySu yi bai kuai qian ma?Do you have 100 kuai RMB?

o 1R85 &I 7 iPad ' ? Ni de l&oshi ydu iPad ma?Does your teacher have an iPad?

o FEE W & T{E ° WO baba méi you gongzud.My dad doesn't have a job.

o SX R & iR 15 Jintian ni ySu ké ma?Do you have classes today?

Negating 5 (yOu)

The verb 75 (you) is negated in a special way. Unlike most verbs, it is negated with 7% (méi) instead of =~ (bu). The negative form
of 5 (yOu) then, is X3 (méiydu). For more on that topic, see our article on negation of "you" with "mei."

See also

e Expressing existence with "you"
e Negation of "you" with "mei"

This page titled 5.3: Expressing possession with "you" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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5.4: Using the verb "jiao"

The verb [ll (jiao) is used to indicate what someone or something is called, or what someone or something's name is. Its usage
can seem a little weird to beginners, so it gets its own grammar point.

Structure
The verb 0l} (jiao) means both "to call" and "to be called." It's an easy way to give names, using the following structure:
Subj. + 0l + [Name]

This can be used to give your full name or just your first name.

Examples

e I Il Tom ° Note: it even works if you don't have a Chinese name!W0o jiao Tom.My name is Tom.

o 1B il Z/)\ . ° Note: this is the real name of Bruce LeeTa jigo Li Xidoléng.His name is Li Xiaolong.

o BT 1 Y ° Note: this is probably not his real nameW0 gége jido Ldo Ma.My brother is called Lao Ma.
o B3 0 f+7 ? Nage jido shénme?What is that called?

o X N Z (U] Alana ° Zhége mé&inli jido Alana.This pretty girl is named Alana.

o FA1 89 2R 1 John ° WOmen de l&obén jido John.Our boss is named John.

o I B9 %0 0 Max ° WO de gbu jiao Max.My dog is called Max.

o X Fl =4, 1 iPhone ° Zhé zhdng shouji jido iPhone.This kind of cell phone is called an iPhone.

o 1R #BE 1l H+/ ? NI baba jido shénme?What is your dad's name?

o X N 75 04 9\ ° Zhége difang jido Waitan.This place is called the Bund.

You can also ask people their names using 0l (jiao):

o 1R O /4 2% ?Nijido shénme mingzi?What's your name?

See also

e Using the verb "xing"
e Introducing people

This page titled 5.4: Using the verb "jiao" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.

@IOIC]E) 38 (5.4.1)


https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Using_the_verb_%22xing%22
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Introducing_people
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Languages/Chinese/Introductory_Chinese_Grammar_I_-_under_construction/01%3A_Parts_of_Speech/05%3A_Verbs/5.04%3A_Using_the_verb_%22jiao%22
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Main_Page
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Main_Page

LibreTexts"

5.5: Using the verb "qu"

You can use Z& (qu) whenever you have somewhere to go. It's pretty easy to get a handle on this verb; the only trick is getting
used to not needing a word for "to" before the destination.

2 (qu) with Just a Place

The verb Z& (qu) means "to go," and is an easy way to talk about going to places.

Structure
Subj. + & + [Place]

Notice that you don't need a word to express "to."

Examples

o I X /N8 ° A g literally means "company" but is often used to mean "office."Wd qu gongsi.I'm going to the office.
R & $31E] 15 < Ni qu xishOujian ma?Are you going to the restroom?

TF & & X 8B ° Xiawl wd hui qu chaoshi.In the afternoon, I'll go to the supermarket.

M1 WE £ A ° WOmen xianzai qu gongyuan.We're going to the park now.

MR E A1 £\ ° R £ 19 2 Wanshang women qir jitiba. Ni qii ma?Tonight we're going to the bar. Are you going?

You can also use 25 (qu) for asking questions. (Note the use of question words and question particles.)

A: 7 & WRJL < NV qu ndr ?Where are you going?
o B: I & IR ° WO qu xuéxiao .I am going to school.

o A: R £ I & "% P NI qu wo jid ma ?Are you going to my place?
o B: I X ° literally, "I'm going."WO qui.Yes.

When answering a yes-no question that uses Z& (qu) you don't need anything following it. However, it's important to note that you
cannot just use Z (ql)) when there is no context.

2 (qu) with a Verb

Instead of a place, Z (qu) can also be followed by some sort of action. The structure then means "go to do (something)," and "go
and do (something)."

Structure

Subj. + & + Verb

Examples

o I X T{E ° WO qugdngzuo.I'm going to work.

o {1 X E¥R ° Ta qu shangké.He's going to class.

o K48 X HRfT "3 2 NI xidng qu Wixing ma?Would you like to go travel?
AT ZE IZR T ° WSmen qir chifan ba.Let's go eat.

o N 2 I X FE ° Jil didn women qu mai.At 9 o'clock, we'll go buy it.

@IOIC]E) 39 (5.5.1)


https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Asking_questions

LibreTextS"'

See also

¢ Expressing movement

This page titled 5.5: Using the verb "qu" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
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5.6: Using the verb "xing"

The verb ¥ (xing) literally means "to be surnamed" or "to have the surname." It may seem awkward at first that there's a verb just
for this, but you'll find that it's used quite often in Chinese.

Giving One's Surname

% (xing) is used most often to tell someone your own surname ("family name" or "last name"), or to ask the surname of someone
else.

Structure

Subj. + ¥ + [Surname]

Examples

o I ¥ F ° WO xing Wang.My family name is Wang.

o R ZHR 2 = 15 P NI [3oban xing LT ma?Is your boss's last name Li?

o B3 NS 24 5K ° Nage shuaigé xing Zhang.That handsome guy's last name is Zhang.

s REB A, KR EWE ¢ M ° WO baba xing Zhou, wd mama xing Lin.My father's family name is Zhou. My mother's family
name is Lin.

o {0 MK # B ° Ta nlipéngyou xing Qian.His girlfriend's last name is Qian.

o REZ , I ¢ E ° NI hdo, wd xing Mao.Hello. My last name is Mao.

o B MM, T AKX ° WO xing Zhao, wo taitai y& xing Zhao.My last name is Zhao. My wife's last name is also Zhao.

o T By bz ZIW # IR ° WO de Zhongwén &oshi xing Chén.My Chinese teacher's surname is Chen.

o RIS o 24 FR PS5 < Ni ndinai yé xing Chén ma?Is your grandma's family name also Chen?

o {1fT #B #£ Z ° Tamen ddu xing LT.All of their surnames are Li.

Asking Someone's Surname

You can also use ¥f (xing) to ask people their surnames. You could do this quite directly by saying:
o IR # {7 ?Ni xing shénme?What is your last name?

However, the formal way to ask has a set form:
o & B ¢ 2 Nin gui xing?What is your honorable surname?

Literally this means "What is your honorable surname?" Use this form to be polite when asking people their surnames.

See also

e Using the verb "jiao"
e Introducing people

This page titled 5.6: Using the verb "xing" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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6: Auxiliary verbs

Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples

Expressing ability or possibility with "neng" &c + Verb DT X4 M, AR BE 2 5 ME
Expressing a learned skill with "hui" %5 + Verb ftt & ¥ P °

Expressing "be going to" with "yao" Subj. + E + Verb (+ 3) REEEGR,KEHEQ
Expressing permission with "keyi" g + Verb X8 g RYA &2

Wanting to do something with "yao" = + Verb R EZER °

This page titled 6: Auxiliary verbs is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese Grammar
Wiki.
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6.1: Expressing ability or possibility with "neng"

B2 (néng) is one of several Chinese words that is normally translated as "can" in English. However, & (néng) is used to emphasize
one's ability or the possibility of something happening.
Expressing Ability

B2 (néng) indicates ability when used with activities that are not consciously learned or studied.

Structure
The structure to use g (néng) to express "ability" is:

Subj. + 82 + Verb + Obj.

Examples

o I AEIZ PO+ 1 S ° WO néng chi sishi gé jidozi.l can eat 48 dumplings.

o {th A T/E 24 1~ /)\B ° Ta néng gbngzud érshi-si gé xidoshi.He can work 24 hours.

o 1R BE# B 3 #b 79 2 Ni néng bang wd zhdodao ta ma?Can you help me find him?

o 1R 89 F#H A5 M 15 2 NI de shouji néng shangwing ma?Can your cell phone go on the internet?
o — % ) EE AL UiiE M2 Y1 sui de biobao néng shudhua ma?Can a one year old baby talk?

Expressing Possibility

When used with activities that are consciously learned or studied, g2 (néng) generally means that circumstances do not allow
execution of the action. In other words, it's not possible.

Structure
The structure to use Bt (néng) to express possibility is exactly the same:

Subj. + g2 + Verb + Obj.

Examples

o FFE — B AE B & T 9 Kaiché yi gé xidoshi néng dao jia ma?ls it possible to drive home in one hour?

o #0fi1 BAX B¢ 8 2 Sk I ?Tamen mingtian néng zdo didn lai ma?Would it be possible for them to come a little earlier
tomorrow?

o AT B 1\ —g3 15 2 Nimen néng xido shéng yididn ma?Could you all lower your voices a bit?

o R BE SR B ey 4 51 1T 2 Ni néng gaosu wo ta de shouji haoma ma?Could you tell me her cell phone number?

o — F H A E — 4~ 4, ME ?Yigian kuai néng mai yi gé shduji ma?ls it possible to buy a cell phone with one thousand
RMB?

Other Usages

From these examples we can see such circumstances might be pertaining to getting someone's consent or reliant on the
speaker's health. If the speaker wishes to express that they are able to execute an action requiring a consciously studied skill, 2
(hui) can be used instead.

Because £E (néng) can express possibility, it is often used to form polite questions, something like "would it be possible" in
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English:

Examples

o F AL Al R — > [A]RE 1D WO néng wen ni yi gé wenti ma?Could I ask you a question?

o I AL AL TE IXE MH QWO néng zud zai zhéll ma?Could I sit here?

o IXEB R AEfEX ° It's not allowed, or not possible for other reasons.Zhéli bu néng yéuydng.You can't swim here.

o i B9 BM® R AZ i T ° My teacher has forbidden me from speaking English.Shangké de shihou bu néng shud
Yingwén.In class, you can't speak English.

o T{E®FHE R AE Tt #) ° Gongzud de shihou bu néng wan shouji.When working, you can't play with your cell phone.

See also

e Expressing permission with "keyi"
e Expressing a learned skill with "hui"
e Comparing "hui" "neng" "keyi"

This page titled 6.1: Expressing ability or possibility with "neng" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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6.2: Expressing a learned skill with "hui"

The word £ (hui) can be used to express an ability that has been learned (a skill). In this case & (hui) is an auxiliary verb.
Basic Usage

Structure
Subj. + & + Verb + Obj.

This structure is the easiest way to express all kinds of skills, from languages, to sports, to skills in daily life such as cooking and
driving.

Examples

o {1 £ )i Oz ° Ta hui shud Zhongwén.He can speak Chinese.

o I & 5 TN ° WO hui xié Hanzi.I can write Chinese characters.
o 1R 2 IR "% @ NY hui zuofan ma?Can you cook food @

o ¥ £ 12 Fr 15 ? GOu hui changgé ma?Can dogs sing <

o B £ % ° Baba hui kaiché.Dad can drive.

Negating < (hui) Sentences

Structure
£ (hui) sentences are negated with 7~ (bu), which is inserted in front of & (hui):
Subj. + R + & + Verb + Obj.

Again, this is the simplest way to express the lack of a learned ability. So while "can't" is a natural translation for "-~<" (bu hui) in
English, "don't know how to" is equally correct (and perhaps more helpful).

Also, due to a tone change rule for """ (bu), the phrase "~&" (bu hui) is actually pronounced "bu hui."

Examples
o I R U ET ° WO bu hui shud Yingwén.I can't speak English.
o B8 K2 pE # ° Mama bu hui zud Zhdnggud cai.Mom can't cook Chinese food.
o MR RE 53X M @ NV bu hui yéuydng ma?You can't swim?
o I U R4 A3 X ° WO nainai bu hui yong diann&do.My grandmother can't use a computer.
o fR K2 FFZE 14 QNI bu hui kdiché ma?You can't drive a car?

Note that if we say FFALULEI3T (WO bl néng shud Zhdngwén), the speaker is saying that he can't speak Chinese for some reason
other than his own ability, perhaps because speaking Chinese in English class is forbidden.

See also
e Expressing ability or possibility with "neng"

This page titled 6.2: Expressing a learned skill with "hui" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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6.3: Expressing "be going to" with "yao"

The auxiliary verb & (yao) has several different meanings, and here we'll tackle the "be going to" meaning. You'll use this when
you are discussing your plans with someone.

Structure

The idea behind this usage of & (yao) is that someone is "planning to" or "going to" or "preparing to" do something. It's not that
they just want to, or have to, it's that they fully expect to do it. It's in their plan.

This usage of & (yao) typically includes a time word of some sort, which may be placed before or after the subject. This is fairly
logical; if you're discussing plans for the future, you're quite likely to say when you plan to do things.

Subj. + Time + & + Verb
Time + Subj. + & + Verb

Note that the time word is not strictly required, and when it's missing, you may at first find yourself wondering which usage of &
(yao) you're dealing with. This is normal; it just takes some getting used to.

Examples

e I BAX Z KX — 1 iPhone ° WO mingtian yao mai yi gé iPhone.I am going to buy an iPhone tomorrow.

o AT BZE Z B2 M5 <2 Nimen xianzai yao chiiqu ma?Are you all going out now?

o BilSHE Z X =E ° WOmen jinnian yao qu Mé&igué.We are planning to go to the U.S. this year.

o 1T B Z K E T/E° Ta xia gé yueé yao lai Zhonggud gongzud.He is coming to China to work next month.

o RTA 28 Z X Il R 15 HIR '3 2 NV xia gé xingal yao qu ta jia chi wanfan ma?Are you going to her place for dinner next
week?

o X 2K IR Z {1l /4 ? Zhége Xinggitian ni yao zud shénme?What are you doing this Sunday?

o I HRE Z 4R 151 FTHIE ° WO wanshang yao g&i mama da dianhua.l am going to call my mom this evening.

o T 2N Z R BHZx ° Xiawl l&oshi yao lai wo jia.The teacher is coming to my place this afternoon.

o ZiR BBK Z W #0fi1 '3 ¢ Laob&n mingtian yao jian tamen ma?Is the boss going to meet them tomorrow?

o T DUS 1R Z @R 15 < Xiaban yihou ni yao huijia ma?Are you planning to go home after getting off work?

See also

e About to happen with "le"
e Wanting to do something with "yao"
e Auxiliary verb "hui" for "will"

This page titled 6.3: Expressing "be going to" with "yao" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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6.4: Expressing permission with "keyi"

gLl (kéyi) is an auxiliary verb primarily used for expressing permission. It's often translated as "can," but in order to not get it
confused with other words, it's best to think of it as "may" to emphasize the permission aspect.

Basic Usage

Just put G/ (kéyi) in directly before a verb to create a meaning of "may" (plus the verb). It's the same structure whether it's a
statement or a question.

Structure
Subj. + @ + Verb + Obj.

Use this structure to express permission to do things.

Examples
o I O HEK 1E QWO kéyi jinlai ma?May I come in?
o —+ — % PUS I IB5E ° Ershi-yi sui yihou kéyi h&jill.After you are 21 years old, you may drink alcohol.
o B, &% gL BE Bt I P Mama, wd kéyi chiiqil wan ma?Mom, may I go out and play?
o BT O E AR IZHR 1 ? WOmen kéyi zai bangdngshi chifan ma?Can we eat in the office?
o I O 7EIXE (B% 1H QWO kéyi zai zhéll tingché ma?Can I park here?

Negating O]/ (kéyi) Sentences

gIA (kéyl) sentences are negated with =K (bu), which is inserted before QI (kéyi).

Structure

Subj. + “~ + g + Verb + Obj.

Examples

o 333 R O E X A ° Haizi bu kéyi kan zhége.Children can't watch this.
o BRI R T #E ° NI xianzai bu kéyf jinqu.You can't go in right now.
o XEB K TR ° Zheli bu kéyl chduyan.You can't smoke here.

o FAH R gL E= ° WOmen dou bu kéyi qu.None of us may go.

o IR R g i IEVE ° NI bu kéyl shud zanghua.You can't say swear words.

See also

e Expressing ability or possibility with "neng"
e Comparing "hui" "neng" "keyi"
e Expressing a learned skill with "hui"

This page titled 6.4: Expressing permission with "keyi" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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6.5: Wanting to do something with "yao"

The auxiliary verb & (yao) has several different meanings, and here we'll tackle the "want to" meaning. To express "wanting to do"
something, use & (yao) before the verb.

Structure
The verb & (yao) can be used as an auxiliary verb to indicate wanting to do something.

Subj. + & + Verb + Obj.

Examples

o {1 Z % o7 ° Ta yao xué Zhdngwén.He wants to study Chinese.

o EF E N ° Biobao yao shuijiao.The baby wants to sleep.

o BRI Z 5 A ° Zaofan wd yao chi rou.For breakfast I want to eat meat.

RIB R, F F LS ° Jintian hén L&, wo yao xilixi.Today I'm very tired. I want to rest.
N

Pas
-
o X @k AT Z 4 ? Zhége zhdumd nimen yao zud shénme?This weekend what do you want to do?

3 (yao) and #8 (xiang)

Instead of using & (yao), it is also possible to use the word #8 (xidang). These two words are largely interchangeable, and both can
mean "to want." The small difference is that & (yao) is often used for something you want to or need to do, and plan to take action
on. It can sound a bit more demanding (and less polite). #8 (xidng) on the other hand, often conveys an idea on one's mind, that
one may or may not take action on. You can think of it as meaning "would like to."

Examples

& Z IR WIHE ° I am going to get my hands on some coffeeWd yao hé kaféi.I want to drink coffee.

K A8 18 WIHE ° I want to drink a cup of coffee, but may or may not act on thatWd xidng hé kaféi.I'd like to drink coffee.
R B 15 A4 ?Ni yao chi shénme?What do you want to eat?

1R 78 12 7 < Ni xidng chi shénme?What would you like to eat?

See also

e "Would like to" with "xiang"
e Comparing "yao" and "xiang"
e Auxiliary verb "hui" for "will"
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7.1: How to do something with "zenme"

/B, (zénme) means "how" in Chinese, and it's not hard to use at all: just put it before a verb.
The Basic "How to Verb" Usage

Structure
The question word /E/4 (z&nme) is used to ask how in Chinese. It is inserted in front of the verb that's being asked about:
Subj. + JE/ + Verb + Obj.

Note that the subject can often be omitted from general "how to" questions, and there doesn't always have to be an object.

Examples
o RAT E4 2 o3z ? Nimen zénme xué Zhongwén?How do you study Chinese?
o R/EA FUE QA R 18 @ Ni z6nme shangban? Zud diti& ma?How do you get to work? By metro?
o R 708 E4 L N IS QNI zhidao zénme qil Waitan ma?Do you know how to get to the Bund?

o IRE4 %DE ijc ZIW [R1T ? Ni z8nme zhidao wd xihuan [lixing?How did you know I like to travel?
o RR AW EL R &3 UiE ° WO bl zhidao zénme gén nlihaizi shudhua.l don't know how to talk to girls.

Topic First

Starting a "how to" question with the topic at the beginning of the question is very common. That is, the thing being asked about
is introduced first, then a question is asked about how to do something involving it.

Structure
Topic + /B4 + Verb

The object doesn't have to come after the verb. Sometimes it moves to the front of the question, establishing what the question
is going to be about, before getting specific with the "how" question.

Examples

o &2 E4 2 ?Manggud zénme chi?How do you eat mangos?

. iPad B Z ﬁﬁ ¢ iPad zénme yong?How do you use an iPad?

o &% B4 % ?Yufd z8nme xué?How do you study grammar?

. q:l 5 E 4 {82 Zhdnggué cai zénme zud?How do you cook Chinese food?

o "Apple" /EZ4 Ui ?the "in Chinese" is implied"Apple" zénme shud?How do you say apple?

See Also

e Placement of question words
e Asking questions
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7.2: Negation of past actions with "meiyou”

You can use ~E (blyao) to command someone: "don't" (do something). This is similar to the other negative command "7/ (bié)."

Note: The pinyin for -RE is written "blyao" but pronounced "bulyao" due to a tone change rule.

Structure
Negative commands in Chinese ("do not" or "don't") are formed with “RE. Usually the subject is omitted, as in English.

ARE + Verb

Examples

e R TE ° Buyao zOu.Don't leave.

o ARZEF] F | Buyao d& wo!Don't hit me!

o« REHS , 137 ?Buyao shéngqi, hdo ma?Don't get angry, OK?

o RZ SR | Biyao ka!Don't cry!

o RE[Z 1R 2 & ° Buyao chi hén dud rou.Don't eat a lot of meat.

o {1 FAZ I ° Nimen buyao héjit.You guys, don't drink alcohol.

o RZE Ui B ° Buyao shud Yingwén.Don't speak English.

o it RZ 18 WIME © Wanshang biyao hé kaféi.Don't drink coffee at night.

o i 89 BHE RZE It 41 | Shangké de shihou buyao wan shoujilIn class don't play with your phone!
o RZ R W BEN | Buyao hén wan shuijiao.Don't go to bed too late.

See also

e Negative commands with bie
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7.3: Negative commands with "buyao"

Use %73 (méiyOu) to negate past actions (to say that someone didn't do something, or something didn't happen).

Structure

Usually verbs can be negated with -~ (bu), but that construction is used for habitual or present actions. If the verb is about an
action in the past, though, %75 (méiydu) should be used:

Subj. + %8 / % + Verb

Note that you can shorten %75 (méiydu) to just % (méi).

Examples

o I AEE LU ° WO méiydu qu shangban.I didn't go to work.

o #0fi1 &7 % ° Tamen méiydu shudhua.They didn't speak.

o KA IB R 89 BE ° WO méiydu hé ni de pijitl.I didn't drink your beer.

o i KA EH IR ° Ta méiydu kandao ni.She didn't see you.

o KBz B ° WO méiydu chi zAofan.I didn't eat breakfast.

o EE KR ° & has been omitted here.Bdobao méi ki.The baby didn't cry.

o {REEX /% @R " <2 Ni zuétian méi huijia ma?You didn't go back home yesterday?

o ZiR SK K K T4 P Laoban jintidn méi lai ma?The boss didn't come today?

o ZI X & 4 ° Laoshi jintian méi shéngai.The teacher didn't get angry today.
o G HE - 22 MR ° Mama winshang méi zudfan.Mom didn't cook food this evening.

Go Easy on the y (le)

One thing you need to remember when using X7 (méiyOu) is that 5 (le) is not normally used with % 7& (méiydu). 5 (le)
marks completed actions, while X7 (méiydu) is used for actions that didn't happen (so of course they're not completed). These
two don't work together. This is a very common mistake for beginner learners of Chinese.

o WHKEMT ° WO méiydu zud le.

o ¥ XA N ° WO méiydu zud.I didn't do it.

See also

e Negation of "you"
e Standard negation with "bu"

This page titled 7.3: Negative commands with "buyao" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated
by Chinese Grammar Wiki.

@IOIC]E) 51 (7.3.1)


https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Standard_negation_with_bu
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/%E4%BA%86
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Negation_of_%22you%22
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Standard_negation_with_%22bu%22
https://human.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Languages/Chinese/Introductory_Chinese_Grammar_I_-_under_construction/01%3A_Parts_of_Speech/07%3A_Verb_phrases/7.03%3A_Negative_commands_with_%22buyao%22
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://resources.allsetlearning.com/chinese/grammar/Main_Page

LibreTextS“

2: GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES

These are grammatical structures that do not correspond to one particular part of speech.

2.1: Basics

2.1: Basic sentence order

2.2: Connecting nouns with "shi"

2.3: Expressing "excessively" with "tai"

2.4: Simple "noun + adjective" sentences

2.2: Question Forms

2.1: Affirmative-negative question
2.2: Placement of question words
2.3: Tag questions with "bu"

2.4: Tag questions with "ma"

2.5: Yes-no questions with "ma"
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2.1: Basics

Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples
Basic sentence order Subj. + Verb (+ Obj.) HEZNR
Connecting nouns with "shi" A+Z2 +B ] E2¥E
Expressing "excessively" with "tai" XN+Adj.+ 3 X !
Simple "noun + adjective" sentences Noun + 1R + Adj. KRG
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2.1: Basic sentence order

In its most basic form, Chinese word order is very similar to English word order. These similarities definitely have their limits,
though; don't expect the two languages' word orders to stay consistent much beyond the very basic sentence orders outlined
below.

Subject-Predicate

A simple predicate can be just a verb. The most basic word order in Chinese is:

Structure
Subj. + Verb

You can form very simple sentences with just two words.

Examples
Subject Verb Translation
R TNTmen Iz ° chi. You eat.
HTa % ° xido. He laughs.
FKWO BE ° da. I read.
HRNT % ° qu. You go.
R INImen & ° kan. You look.
fRNT K 14 You come here!
FRWO Ui ° shuo. I speak.
3% Haizi R ° ki Children cry.
1HEShéi B % ?y3o xué? Who wants to study?
1HEShéi 78 Tt ? xidng wan? Who wants to play?

Subject-Verb-Object

A slightly longer predicate might be a verb with an object. A sentence with both a verb and an object is formed with this structure:

Structure
Subj. + Verb + Obj.

This is the same as in English, and is commonly referred to as SVO word order. You can express a huge variety of things with this
simple structure.

Examples
Subject Verb Object Translation
{1 Tamen IZchi & ° rou. They eat meat.
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RNT lghe Z 14 ¢ cha ma?

FKWO Eaqu 42 ° xuéxiao.

E] Wishud 3z ° Zhdngwén.

HRNT E W xihuan 3% M5 < haizi ma?

A IwWdmen Z Eyao mai FLAN ° diannao.

R INImen 48 [Zxiang chi t[E # 1% ? Zhdnggud cai ma?
W6 % ai 1 %0 B ° ni hé baba.

i TTamen  {Hyao zuo H 4 ? shénme?

HRNT 48 ZExidng qu H4 #8575 ? shénme difang?

When Things Get Tricky

Do you drink tea?

I go to school.

He speaks Chinese.

Do you like kids?

We want to buy a computer.

Do you want to eat Chinese food?
I love you and dad.

What do they want to do?

What place do you want to go to?

Despite the convenient word order similarities highlighted above, things start to break down as soon as you start adding in such
simple sentence elements as the "also" adverb 113 (yé€), a time word, or a location where something happened.

Don't worry; the more complicated Chinese structures aren't hard, they're just different! (If Chinese word order were really the

same as English word order, that would be just a little too convenient, wouldn't it?)

See also

e Word order (a more in depth article)

e Time words and word order

e Topic-comment sentences

e Simple "noun + adjective" sentences

e Indicating location with "zai" before verbs
e Expressing location with "zai..shang/xia/li
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2.2: Connecting nouns with "shi"

The verb to be is not used in Chinese the same way as it is in English. In Chinese, 2 (shi) is for connecting nouns, and is generally
not used with adjectives.

Basic Usage

Structure

The structure for connecting nouns with 2 (shi) is:
Noun 1+ 2 + Noun 2

This is equivalent to "Noun 11is Noun 2" in English.

Chinese does not conjugate verbs. That is, the form of the verb is the same no matter who is doing it. In this case, it is always
& (shi) and never changes. As you can see, it's easy to form simple sentences expressing to be in Chinese. The only tricky thing
about 2 (shi) in Chinese is that it's used to link two nouns, so you can't rely too much on translating directly from English when it
comes to expressing the English verb "to be" in Chinese.

Examples

o I £ %4 ° WO shi xuésheng.I am a student.

o 1 2 John Mg @ NV shi John ma?Are you John?

o {1 2 B A _° Tamen shi yduqian rén.They are rich people.

o K2 EZ4R " ? NI shi lAob&n ma?Are you the boss?

o X £ 3 BWA ° Zhé shi wd nanpéngyou.This is my boyfriend.

o B3 2 RN /A58 I 2 Na shi nimen gongsi ma?Is that your company?

o R UG 2 &I 15 2 NT mama shi lAoshi ma?Is your mother a teacher?
o X & 21K 89 # ° Zhé dou shi ni de qian.This is all your money.

o I3 2 7% ZE ? Na shi shénme cai?What food is that?

o B2 M9 NA ° WO yé shita de péngyou.I am also his friend.

Other Uses of 2 (shi)

Be careful and take note. As you can see above, 2 (shi) is only used to link two nouns. It cannot be used to link a noun and an
adjective. This is a very common mistake for people just beginning to learn Chinese. For that kind of sentence, you'll want to use
a different structure with the linking word 1R (hén).

In Chinese it is also possible to use the phrase "Z-~R=Z (shi bu shi)?" It can be used at the beginning or end of a sentence. It's
meaning is quite similar to the English expressions "right" and "aren't you?" This is very useful if you want to express concern for
a person, or if you want to mix up your sentence structure a bit and make it more interesting. The 2-~2 (shi bu shi) pattern is
also part of affirmative-negative questions.

Another way to use 2 (shi) is to use it as a tag question. You can add “2M5?" (shi ma?) to the end of a question to mean the
English equivalent of: "is it" or "yeah?" Using this in a question usually allows the speaker to get a confirmation answer.

Examples

V& IS , 2 7~ 2 <?Ta méi tingdao, shi bu shi?He didn't hear you, right?
o R 2 K 2% % 5 2 Ni shi bu shi hai méi chifan?Haven't you eaten yet?
o T2 R 2 P E A ?Nimen shi bu shi Zhdnggud rén?Are you Chinese?
o KRBT, 2 ?Nidao le, shi ma?You have arrived, yeah?
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o IR\ W N 3%5, 215 2 Niydu liing gé haizi, shi ma?You have two kids, yeah?

See Also

e Word order
e Simple "noun + adjective" sentences
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2.3: Expressing "excessively" with "tai"

In Chinese, the simplest structure for expressing "too" in the sense of "excessively" is by using the word X (tai). Don't forget to
also add T (le) after the adjective to keep your Chinese sounding natural.

Structure

XN+Adj.+3

As in English, this can express that something really is excessive (often as a complaint), or can also colloquially express the
meaning of "so" or "very."

Examples

The following examples sound a little bit like a complaint, or a reason for not doing something. They're similar to how we would
use "too" in English, and the translations are straightforward.

o XU A2 T ° Mifan tai dud le.There is too much rice.

o HIFE X MR T ° Xianzai tai wan le.Now it's too late.

o ZEIR X IC J ° Laoban tai mang le.The boss is too busy.

o ZIfi X R T ° Laoshi tai l&i le.The teacher is too tired.

o XN ET X T ° Zhége césud tai zang le.This restroom is too dirty.

In the following examples, the same exact pattern is used to exclaim how good something is, so these uses are totally not
complaints. The English translations have to get a little more creative to express the same feeling in English.

o R X% T ° Nitai hdo le.You are so great.

o B XU ¥ ° Ta tai shuai le.He is very handsome.

o X3 X B T ° Zhége nlihai tai pidoliang le.This girl is so pretty.

o /B X TE T | Xidomao tai ké&'ai le!The kitten is so cute!

o IR B3 3%F A HEBE T ° Nide haizi tai congming le.Your kid is wicked smart.

Note for the more advanced learner: This pattern can be used with modal verbs (e.g. & (hui), B¢ (néng)) as well as psychological
verbs (e.g. EM (xihuan), 78 (xidng), % (ai)) to intensify the degree.

See also

e "Not very" with "bu tai"

e Positive adjectives with "-ji le"
e The "zui" superlative

e Special verbs with "hen"

e Expressing "quite" with "ting"
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2.4: Simple "noun + adjective” sentences

In English, nouns can be "linked" to adjectives and other nouns with the verb "to be." In Chinese, nouns are linked to other nouns
in one way, but linked to adjectives in a completely different way. Nouns are linked to other nouns with 2 (shi). Nouns are linked
to adjectives with 1R (hén).

Structure
Noun + 1R + Adij.

The noun in this structure is the subject of the sentence. Sometimes the 1R (hé&n) in this structure is translated as "very," but often
it is just a way to link a noun to an adjective.

Examples

In the following examples, 1R (hé&n) is just a link (you could think of it as a substitute for the verb "to be"), and the sentences could
be translated as "(Noun) is (adjective)."

o I TR 43 ° WO hén hdo.I'm good.

o 1R 7R E5 ° NI hén pidoliang.You are pretty.

o i1 7R =34 ° Ta hén gaoxing.He is happy.

o 37 7R M ° Zhongwén hén nan.Chinese is difficult.

o Z#R R £S5 ° Laoban hén shéngqi.The boss is angry.

o BT R K ° WOmen hén l&iWe're tired.

o Ik ST R 5 ° WO gége y& hén gao.My older brother is also tall.

o R xR 3 7R '3 2 N jia y& hén yuin ma?Is your house also far away?

o BE R, 1BIG 1R I ° Baba hén mang, mama yé hén mang.Dad is busy, and mom is also busy.
o {1 A0t 3525 #B 7B U ° Ta hé ta didi dou hén shuai.He and his younger brother are both handsome.

Remember that 2 (shi) is not used to link adjectives to nouns. This is a classic mistake that almost everyone makes when
learning Chinese. Make sure you use 1} (hén) and not £ (shi) to link adjectives to nouns, as shown below:

e {1 8 5 ° Tashigao.

o it /- & ° Ta hén gao.He is tall.

What 15 (hén) Really Means

If you're like most learners, when you first learn this pattern, you're thinking, "How can 7R (hén) mean "very" one minute, but then
nothing but a "link" the next? How do I know if anything means anything in this language?" That's a reasonable response. But in
the case of these "Noun + Adj." sentences, you just have to think of this usage of 1R (h&n) as an exception. It's just part of the
structure.

If you actually want to add the meaning of "very" into the sentence, you could use another adverb instead of 1R (hén). One good
choice is FE& (féichang).

o i IFE 5 ° Tafeéichang gio.He is very tall.

See also

e Connecting nouns with "shi"
e Emphasizing with "henshi"
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2.2: Question Forms

Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples
Affirmative-negative question Verb + K + Verb / Adj. + -~ + Adj. ERECEHEARE?
Placement of question words A AT £ 7 WRIL 7 A 1 B A IR 2 i etk 72 HEIL <@
Tag questions with "bu" | oo SR/ MR 1 BREG ? AT BAR R, &5 R 452
Tag questions with 'ma” | -eee SN/ X 7 g3 2 IXFE ), X g2
Yes-no questions with "ma" | ..o IE ittt B TR 15 ?

This page titled 2.2: Question Forms is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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2.1: Affirmative-negative question

Also known as: [EZ /A6 (zhéng-fin weénju) and alternative questions.

A common way to form questions in Chinese is to first use a verb in the positive, then repeat the same verb in its negative form,
similar to how in English we can say, "Do you have money or not?" or "Have you or have you not been to the park?" This sentence
pattern feels a lot more natural in Chinese than those admittedly awkward English equivalents, however.

Verb-Not-Verb

Structure

Verb + N + Verb

Examples
o Z AR Z ?Shibu shi?ls it (or not)?
o #Bfi1 2R £ ? Tamen l4i bu l4i?Are they going to come or not?
o 1R 78 K 28 B < Nixidng bu xidng wd?Do you or do you not miss me?
o BAITE X BT, /R £ R &2 WOmen yao qu jiliba, ni qir bu qii?We are going to the bar. Do you want to go?
o FEEMMHE , /R ZF R ZE ?WO qu mai kaféi, ni yado bu yao?I'm going to buy coffee. Do you want some?

Note that the question provides the listener with both possible answers: it's either "Verb" or "R (bu) Verb."

Verb-Not-Verb with an Object

Structure
If you want to add an object after the verb, the general sentence structure is:

Subj. + Verb + K + Verb + Obj.

Examples
o R @ K @ K ?NI hui bu huijia?Are you coming back home or not?
o i 5 K [5 £ 9 Ta chi bu chi yi?Does she eat fish?
o R Z R 2 IR ? Nimen yao bu yao mifan?Do you want rice?

o B 18 K I8 58 ? Ni baba hé bu héjii?Does your dad drink alcohol or not?
o SR ZMR K R K NAR? Jintian ldoban [&7 bu 47 bangdngshi?s the boss coming to the office today?

Adjective-Not-Adjective

Structure

It can also be done with adjectives (adjectives often behave like verbs in Chinese):

Adj. + R + Adj.

Examples

o IF RN IF < Literally, "good or not good?"H&ao bu hdo?ls it good?
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o FAR & ?Reé bu ré?ls it hot?
o {1 Uil R Uit ? Ta shuai bu shuai?Is he handsome?
o JXEB {9 WIHE 57 K 77 2 Zheli de kaféi gui bu gui?ls the coffee expensive here?
o OH[E Z R & 9 Zhonggud cai [a bu 14?1s Chinese food spicy?
Again, the question provides the listener with both possible answers: it's either "Adjective" or "~ (bu) Adjective."
These are something like adding tag questions in English, in this case "Are you an adult or not?" If you wanted to translate it

very literally, it would be, "Are you or are you not an adult?" In any case, the structure is a very common way to ask questions in
Chinese.

Two-Character Verbs and Adjectives

All of the verbs used so far have been single-character verbs. Using two-characters verbs in affirmative-negative questions is
slightly trickier. You usually put =R (bu) after just the first character, then put the entire verb. For example ZRZ*X (xi bu xithuan)
is the usual question form of ZXX (xihuan). You can repeat the whole two-character verb twice, but it's more common (and more
elegant) to insert -~ (bu) after the first character (and the same is generally true of two-character adjectives).

Structure

It can be done with verbs:

[First Character of Verb] + -~ + Verb
It can also be done with adjectives:

[First Character of Adj.] + -~ + Adj.

Examples

o =3 K E3? whole word repeatedXihuan bu xihuan?Do you like it?
e = K EIX?only the first character repeatedXi bu xihuan?Do you like it?

o B¢ R 5% whole word repeatedGaoxing bu gaoxing?Are you happy?
o B K Z2%only the first character repeatedGao bu gaoxing?Are you happy?

o UMK EZ R ZE P whole word repeatedTa nlipéngyou pidoliang bu pidoliang?Is his girlfriend pretty?
o M TME Z K E=Qonly the first character repeatedTa niipéngyou pido bu pidoliang?Is his girlfriend pretty?

o OOE ZF &5 R FIE ? whole word repeatedZhdnggud cai hdochi bu hdochi?ls Chinese food good?
o OO Z §F R 5 ? only the first character repeatedZhonggué cai hdo bu hdochi?1s Chinese food good?

o B3 75 &FET R 4557 @ whole word repeatedNage difang hdowan bu hdowan?1s that place fun?
o B3 75 F K 4537 9 only the first character repeatedNage difang hdo bu hdowan?Is that place fun?

A (yoOu) Is a Special Case

Structure

Because the verb 75 (yOu) is negated with 7% (méi) and not =R (bu), the structure for affirmative-negative questions with 75 (yOu)
is:

Subj. + B X5 + Obj.

The possible answers are: "& (you)" or "J& & (méiydu)."
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The questions could be be asking about current possession ("Do you have it or not?"), or to ask about verbs in the past ("Did you
do it or not?").

Examples

IR G5 5 K5 & A ? N gége you méiydu nlipéngyou?Does your older brother have a girlfriend?
1R B %75 3% 2 Nimen ydu méiySu haizi?Do you have children?

Iy & KA A 1T KL ? Nainai ySu méiydu zud guo fé&iji?Has grandma been on a plane?

B KA kT K2 P Ta you méiydu shang guo daxué?Has he been to college?

See also

e Tag questions with "bu"
e Yes-no questions with "ma"
e Offering choices with "haishi"

This page titled 2.1: Affirmative-negative question is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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2.2: Placement of question words

Who, what, when, where, why, and how: these question words are all used when forming questions in Chinese. The important thing
to remember is that word order is the same in Chinese for questions and statements.

Overview

Common Question Words List
In English, question words are also known as wh-words, as the majority of them begin with wh:
o f+/4shénmewhat
o WEE ° WFJ)Lnali, narwhere
o I n&gewhich
o it In spoken Chinese, people normally say "shéi," not "shui"shéiwho
o /B {ZEshénme shihouwhen
o /A weishénmewhy
o /E/fz&nmehow
o 35/Hdudshaohow many / how much

Rules
In English, question words have to be placed at the beginning of the sentence. This involves changing the word order to allow this
rearrangement. In Chinese, using question words is a lot simpler. You simply place a question word in the place of the thing you
want to ask about. Nothing needs to be rearranged.
So if the statement is

o I 2 //1Z ° WO shi Xido LI.I am Xiao Li.
the question form - "who are you?" - has the same word order:

o {R 2 1 NI shi shéi?Who are you? (you are who?)

This works for whatever it is you want to ask about. The question form has the same word order as the statement form.

Expressing "What" with {17 (shénme)

Structure

Subj. + Verb + 4+ + (Noun) ?

Examples

o A:iX 2 {4 ?Zhé shi shénme?What is this?
o B:iX 2 # AJiPad ° Zhé shi wd de iPad.This is my iPad.

o AdR =W 15 1+4 ZE 2 Ni xihuan chi shénme cai?What kind of food do you like?
o B:R =W 15 HE 2 ° WO xihuan chi Zhdnggud cai.l like Chinese food.

o AR B 4 F#) 2 Ni yong shénme shouji?What kind of cell phone do you use?
o B:3 A iPhone ° WO yong iPhone.l use an iPhone.
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AR IE B 4 B 2 NI zai kan shénme shi?What kind of book are you reading?
B:3 7£ & //\i% ° WO zai kan xidoshud.I am reading a novel.

At FF +4 % 2 Ta kai shénme ché?What kind of car does he drive?
B:{th FF £ ° Ta kai Baomda.He drives a BMW.

Expressing "Where" with B[ (nali) 7 )L (nar)

The words BBEE (nali) and ¥ JL (ndr) mean the same thing. The difference is simply regional preference: {2 (nali) is preferred in
the south (Shanghai, Taiwan), whereas ¥ JL (nar) is preferred in the north (Beijing, Xi'an).

Structure

Subj. + Verb + BB 7 B, ?

Examples

o AR 7E BFE < NI zai ndli?Where are you?
o B:F £ & ° WO zaijia.I'm at home.

o AR ZE = HFJL?Niyao qu ndr?Where are you going now?
o B:F E X JEF/H ° WO yao qu xishdujian.I'm going to the bathroom.

o A:FA] 7 #B/L ? WOmen zai ndr?Where are we?
o B:R&I1 7T F9527585 ° WOmen zai Nanjing X7 Li.We are at West Nanjing road.

o A: X D @k R 48 XK HFJL ? Zhége zhoumd ni xidng qu ndr?Where do you want to go this weekend?
o B:F 78 £ AFH ° WO xiang qu géngyudn.I want to go to the park.

o ARG, 4R B % HF/L? Nihdo, ni yao qu ndr?Hello, where do you want to go?
o B E X I ° WO yao qu Waitan.I want to go to the Bund.

Expressing "Which" with B~ (ndge)

Structure

Subj. + Verb + BB (+ Noun) ?

Examples

o AR E B N yao ndge?Which one do you want?
o B E X1 ° WO yao zhége.l want this one.

o AR ZXX M 1~ Z 2 Ni xihuan ndge cai?Which dish do you like?
o Bk =W X 7 2 ° WO xihuan zhége cail like this dish.

o A: KA1 £ B 1 RIS ? WOmen qu ndge fandian?Which restaurant are we going to?
o B: AT E 7 1515 65 IS ° WEmen qu nf mama de fandian.We are going to your mom's restaurant.

o A: K 7E B 7~ /A2 Ni zai ndge fangjian?Which room are you in?
o B: I & K 89 E/H ° WO zai ni de fangjian.I'm in your room.

o AR {E 7E WF 1~ [X 2 NI zhl zai ndge qii?Which district do you live in?
o B: I {F & Fize X ° WO zhu zai Jing'an Qi I live in Jing'an District.
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Structure
Subj. + 2 + 1 ?

1 + Verb ?

Examples

o AR 2 i NI shi shéi?Who are you?
o B 2 1 wAVA ° WO shi ta nilipéngyou.I'm his girlfriend.

o At 2 3£ Ta shi shéi?Who is she?
o B:lh 2 F9Z/T ° Ta shi wd de (doshi.She's my teacher.

o AR R ZR P NI bl xihuan shéi?Who do you not like?
o B:E R EW FH 9 24Kk ° WO bu xihuan wd de [doban.I don't like my boss.

o A:lfE 78 £ 9 Shéi xiang qu?Who wants to go?
e B:F 18 & ° WO xiang qu.I want to go.

o Af 18 [8 WIHE ? Shéi xiang hé kaféi?Who wants to drink coffee?
o B:F 78 |8 NME ° WO xidng hé kaféi.l want to drink coffee.

Expressing "When" with {+4Ff{Z (shénme shihou)

Structure
Subj. + 4B} (& + Predicate ?

Examples for asking and telling when (to keep things simple, we'll just include questions about the future; asking questions about
the past can be slightly more complicated and may involve the "shi... de" construction).

Examples

o A:AR {+4H1{2 & <2 Ni shénme shihou lai?When are you coming?
o B:F; 85X £ ° WO mingtian l4i.I'm coming tomorrow.

o AARMT 4+ 4 B2 TE 2 Nimen shénme shihou z8u?When are you guys leaving?
o B:EA1 T 7 A ° Women xia gé yué zu.We're leaving next month.

o A:EA 1+ 4072 1Z1R 2 WOmen shénme shihou chifan?When are we eating?
o B:Ef16 K15k ° WOmen lit difin chifan.We're eating at 6:00.

o AT {4 K2 @F ? Baba shénme shihou huilai?When is dad coming back?
o B:EE A @HK ° Baba zhoumo huildi.Dad is coming back this weekend.

o AAR B K 4 A2 B 38 < Ni de féiji shénme shihou dao Shangh&i?When is your airplane arriving in Shanghai?
o B:f_| /157 ° Wanshang ba dian.Eight o'clock this evening.
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Expressing "Why" with H{+/ (wéishénme)

Structure

Subj. + N{t % + Predicate ?

Examples

o AUR N4 F P37 ? Ni wéishénme xué Zhdngwén?Why do you study Chinese?
o B:EN B £ PE T{E ° Yinwéi wd zai Zhonggud gongzud.Because I'm working in China.

o Al 94 I8 WIHE ? Tamen wéishénme bl hé kaféi?Why don't you drink coffee?
o B:N WNHE 1R & ° Yinwéi kaféi hén ki.Because coffee is bitter.

o At Hf+4 R K P Ta weishénme bu l4i?Why isn't he coming?
o B:F W #0 fR it ° Yinwéi ta hén mang.Because he is busy.

o AR B HfH4 R 7E 2 Ni zZAoshang weéishénme bu zai?Why were you not here this morning?
o« BN B EE W MA T ° Yinwei wd chliqu jian péngyou le.Because I went out to meet some friends.

o AuXEs NEA M4 R ZIW PE P Zhéxié waigud rén weishénme bu xihuan Zhonggué?Why do these foreigners not like

China?
o B:H PE A KX ° Yinwéi Zhdnggué rén tai dud.Because China has a lot of people.

Expressing "How" with /E/4 (zénme)

Structure

Subj. + JE/4 + Verb (+ Obj.) ?

Examples

o AAR B4 %2> doxz ? NI zénme xuéxi Zhongwén?How do you study Chinese?
o B:F A Grammar Wiki 22>) @937 ° WO yong Grammar Wiki xuéxi Zhongwén.I use the Grammar Wiki to study Chinese.

o AUR EZ4 R ? NI z6nme shangwang?How do you go online?
o B:F A FH =M ° WO yong shouji shangwéng.I use my cell phone to go online.

o AUR /B4 E IR 2 Ni zénme qu Bé&ijing?How do you go to Beijing?
o B:R A4 WE K ° WO zuo hudché qu.l take the train.

o AR E4 @R 2 Nimen zénme huijia?How are you guys going to get home?
o B:R HFE QX ° WO kaiché huijid.I'm driving home.

o AR E4 EZ QNI z6nme méi piao?How do you buy tickets?
o B:F, L/ X B ° WO shangwdng mai pido.I go online to buy tickets.

See also

e Word order
e Affirmative-negative questions
e Yes-no questions with "ma"
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2.3: Tag questions with "bu”

In the same way you can tag questions with 1% (ma), tag questions can also be formed using “~ (bu). This is done by putting an
affirmative-negative question at the end of a sentence.

Structure

Verb + K + Verb

This can then be attached to the end of a sentence to form a tag question. Tag questions seek confirmation or acceptance of
what has been said. In English, "right?" and "OK?" are often used as tag questions.

Examples

o R4 i dosz , X R X ?Ni hui shud Zhongwén, dui bu dui?You speak Chinese, right?

o MR M TR , X KX ?Ta shinide lAoban, dui bu dui?He's your boss, right?

o BITR2 B ME , X R X ?2WBOmen shi hdo péngyou, dui bu dui?We are good friends, right?

o RYERE @R, X R X ?Nizuétian méi huijia, dui bu dui?You didn't come back home yesterday, right?
e KBEH UMK T , 2 F 2 ?Niyduxin niipéngyou le, shi bu shi?You have a new girlfriend, right?

e Nl e, 7 £ ?Jil didn kaihui, shi bu shi?We are going to hold a meeting at 9, right?

o RYETE , £ KL ?Nixing Wang, shi bu shi?Your last name is Wang, is it not?

o BRIT@RM , #F K 45 ?WOmen huijia ba, hdo bu hdo?Let's go home, OK?

o EXEBHE, &F ALK ?Zhoumo qu kan dianying, hdo bu hdo?Let's go to a movie this weekend, OK?
o {R{18AK 3K, &F K 4% 2 Nimen mingtian lai, hdo bu hdo?You come here tomorrow, OK?

See also

e Yes-no questions with "ma"
e Tag questions with "ma"
e Affirmative-negative questions

This page titled 2.3: Tag questions with "bu" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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2.4: Tag questions with "ma"

As well as yes/no questions, you can also form tag questions with 5 (ma). Tag questions are quick questions that are tagged on
the end of a sentence to ask for confirmation. In English, this is often done with "right?" or negatively with "isn't it?"

The easiest way to do this in Chinese is to add some kind of confirmation word and "% (ma) on the end of the sentence.

Structure
As you can see below, the pattern typically involves words like #5 (h&o), % (dui), & (shi), or T (kéyi), followed by F& (ma).
...... , BRI+ ER

By placing these on the end of a sentence, you can soften a suggestion or request confirmation.

Examples

o XEE {0, X 15 ? Zhéyang zud, dui ma?Do it like this, right?

o R0 53, Xf FZ 2 Nimen jian guo, dui ma?You've met, right?

o MWTHER B IE &=, 29 ?Tamen zudtidn dou méi qu, shi ma?They didn't go yesterday, right?

o IR E, 2 M <?Ni méilai guo, shi ma?You haven't been here, right?

o R EJIX Bigkk , 2 M 2 Nixihuan wd méimei, shi ma?You like my younger sister, huh?

o BITEARR , 457 ?W0Omen qu ni jia, hdo ma?Let's go to your place, OK?

o RESiF 0, 4579 ?Blyao gaosu ta, hdo ma?Don't tell him, OK?

o SKRITHE R IBHE, 45759 ?Jintian wdmen dou bii héjili, hdo ma?Let's all not drink alcohol today, OK?

o I IE A8 = HFH, TG ? WO xianzai xiang qu xishdujian, k&yi ma?I want to go to the bathroom now. Is that OK?
o IBE R BIZI95] , TG ?Mama, wd yao chi gidokeli, kéyi ma?Mom, I want to eat chocolate. May I?

See also

e Yes-no questions with "ma"
e Tag questions with "bu"
e Questions with "ne"

This page titled 2.4: Tag questions with "ma" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by Chinese
Grammar Wiki.
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2.5: Yes-no questions with "ma"

The question particle & (ma) is a simple way to form questions in Chinese. By placing & (ma) on the end of a statement, you
convert it into a yes/no question (questions that could be answered with "yes" or "no" in English).

Basic Usage

Structure

Any statement can be converted into a yes/no question with "5 (ma). You could think of "5 (ma) as being like a question mark you
say out loud. So the basic structure is:

[Statement] + '3 <

Examples
o R ZXXMIME ° statementNi xihuan kaféi.You like coffee.
The sentence "You like coffee" can easily be converted into the question "Do you like coffee?" by adding "5 (ma):
o MR Z=XX MIME 75 < questionNi xihuan kaféi ma?Do you like coffee?
More examples of yes/no questions that revert to statements when you remove the '% (ma):
o K2 K 24 15 ? questionNT shi daxuéshéng ma?Are you a college student?
o {1l 8 W M ? questionTa shi ldobdn ma?Is he the boss?
o R EW U 15 P questionNi xihuan ta ma?Do you like her?
o 1R #8 R M5 ? questionNi xidng jia ma?Do you miss home?
o MITBAX WE M5 ? questionNimen mingtian jianmian ma?Are you going to meet tomorrow?
o 1Rfi1t1 & M3 < questionNimen y& qit ma?Are you also going?
o {1 7E AT 4R 2 Doz 5 Q@ questionTa zai nimen xuéxiao xué Zhdngwén ma?Does he study Chinese in your school?
o 1B 4 iR 74 ? questionMama hui zudfan ma?Does mom know how to cook?

It's important to remember that you do not normally add "% (ma) to a sentence that's already a question. For example:

o 1R 2 ik 15 i (shéi) is a question wordNT shi shéi ma?
o X 2R P I 2RE (shibu shi)is a question patternZhé shi bu shi shit ma?

These would be something like "Are you who are you?" and "Is this is a book?" in English, both obviously ungrammatical. Still, if

you're not careful, you may find yourself throwing a /% (ma) onto the end of a question that doesn't need it. Many learners make
this mistake, so don't worry if it happens every once in a while, just catch it and remember it the next time.

How to Answer

You can answer a Chinese yes-no question in one of two ways:

1. Answer with ¥ (dui) or the more casual & (ng) to affirm what was asked.
2. Answer a clearer "yes" by simply repeating the positive form of the verb, or "no" by using the negative form of the verb.

Here's the slightly tricky part: if you answer with ¥ (dui) and the question is in the positive, then you're saying "yes" (and affirming
the positive verb in the question). If you answer with %] (dui) and the question is in the negative, then you're saying "noe" (and
affirming the negative verb in the question). Let's take a look at some examples of this sort.

o AR B K %4 1Y < Positive verb in the questionNi shi daxuéshéng ma?Are you a college student?
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o B:X| ° X7 (dui) affirms the positive verb.Dui.Yes, I am.

o A: & B8 IT{E 15 ? Negative verb in the questionNi méiydu gdngzud ma?Do you not have a job?
o B: X ° X (dui) affirms the negative verb.Dui.No, I don't.

Now let's try some answers that reuse the verb for a super-clear "yes" or "no," which works the same way regardless of whether it's
a positive or a negative verb in the question.

o A: 1R BAR R K M5 @ Negative verb in the questionNi mingtian bl lai ma?You're not coming tomorrow?
o B: 3l ° Repeat the verb for greater clarity.Lai.Yes, I'll come.

o A: K BAK R 3K 15 < Negative verb in the questionNi mingtian bl Llai ma?You're not coming tomorrow?
e B: R ° The negative verb means "no."Bu lai.No, I won't come.

Finally, a mix of the two ways to answer, where one person is asking questions of two different people.

o AR EZ=XX EZE MG ? Positive verb in the questionNi xthuan Zhdnggud cai ma?Do you like Chinese food?

o B: =W ° Repeat the verb for greater clarity.Xihuan.Yes, I do.

o AR I PEZ M5 ? Negative verb in the questionNi bu xihuan Zhdnggué cai ma?Don't you like Chinese food?
o C: X ° Xf(dui) affirms the negative verb.Dui.No. (I don't.)

You sometimes hear that "yes" in Chinese is 2 (shi) and "no" is K2 (bu shi). This can be true, but only when the main verb in

the question is also 2 (shi). If the verb in the question is something else, like Z¥X (xihuan), then that verb becomes the word for
"yes." It's been said that Chinese has hundreds of ways to say "yes," and this is why: every verb can be used to mean "yes."

More Advanced Usage
However, this doesn't mean that a sentence can't ever have a question word and 'Z (ma). If a sentence contains verbs of

understanding such as KJ3& (zhidao), 3 #2 (lidojié), BEE (mingbai), 1AIR (rénshi), etc., then 15 (ma) can still be added at the end
of the question. You will later learn more about these advanced yes-no questions with "ma".

See also

e Tag questions with "ma"
e Affirmative-negative questions
e Questions with "ne"

This page titled 2.5: Yes-no questions with "ma" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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3: COMPARISONS OF SIMILAR GRAMMAR POINTS

What's the difference between this grammar point and that grammar point? Check here.

Numbers
Grammar Point (English) Pattern Examples
Comparing "er" and "liang" —vsH BN+

3.1: Comparing "er" and "liang"

This page titled 3: Comparisons of Similar Grammar Points is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or
curated by Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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3.1: Comparing "er" and "liang"
In Chinese, there are two words for "two." They are — (&r) and i (liding), and each is used in different circumstances.
Uses of — (ér)

— (er) Is for Numbers
The digit "2" is _ (ér). This is used generally in numbers, when counting to ten, giving out a phone number, and so on.

Unlike 7 (lidng), — (&r) is not used to say there are "two" of something, and does not generally occur with measure words by itself.
Numbers like +__ (12) (shi'er) and _+_ (22) (érshi-ér) end with a "2" and can still be combined with measure words. In those
cases, PN (lidng) is not needed.

Examples
Here are some common examples of — (ér) in action:

o & —di-ér#2; second
e Z= — /Mdi-ér géthe second one
e 2= — JRdi-ér cithe second time

e —FEryuéFebruary (the second month)

o — Eérhao#2; the second (of the month)
e 5 Z&ér hao xianLine 2 (of the metro)
e I%er 16usecond floor

e —+ shi'er1i2

e _tershi2®

o+ ¥k B&shi'er kuai qian12 RMB
o+ Ht Eeérshi kuai qian20 RMB
e _ -+ — I~ Aérshi-ér gé réntwenty-two people

Uses of # (lidng)

M (liang) Is for Measure Words

When specifying quantities (and using measure words to do it), B (lidng) is used. This is when you want to say "two of something"
or "both."

Here are some common examples of # (lidng) in action:

Examples

o B~ 1)\Fflidng gé xidoshitwo hours

o s5lidng dian2 o'clock

e # Xlidng tiantwo days

o # ~ 2Hilidng gé xingqitwo weeks

o # 1~ Blidng gé yuétwo months

o [ #Elidng niantwo years

o ZRlidng citwo times / twice

o B Bt Eilidng kuai qian2 kuai / 2 RMB

o B note: _ & (érbdi) is also acceptable.liingbdi200
o HFlidng qian2,000
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o« AN EE ° WO lidng gé dou yao.I want both of them.

This page titled 3.1: Comparing "er" and "liang" is shared under a CC BY-NC-SA 4.0 license and was authored, remixed, and/or curated by
Chinese Grammar Wiki.
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